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REFLECTIONS

EXTRA! EXTRA!
HOMECOMING 1996

Homecoming week brought with it lots of fun and excitement. The theme, “Extra, Extra! Read All About It."
fit well with the extraordinary excitement generated during this year's celebration.
From J-Day on the Quad, to the parade, to the football game, to halftime, to the elections, this year's Homecoming
was one one to write home about.

Greeks
decorated
the Alumni
House to
celebrate
Homecoming.
Ed Hill/JSU

Crowds gath
ered for the
big game on
Homecoming Day
- JSU vs.
MTSU.
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Ed Hill/JSU

Sisters of the Phi Mu Sorority
turned out at the pep rally to
celebrate Homecoming.
Students cast their votes for the
1996 Homecoming Queen in the TMB.

Ed Hi11/JSU

Spirits and
flames rise at
JSU's Homecoming
bonfire.

Ed Hill/JS

H o m e c o m i n g 13

A n d t h e W i n n e r i s ...
JSU students turned out at the polls on October 2nd and 3rd to vote for the 1996 Homecoming Queen. Out of
28 young ladies, the students elected a Top Ten, and on September 19th, the five finalists were announced.

1996 Homecoming Queen Niyah
Simpson.

The Top Five:(L-R) Cissie
Nelson, Eve Ann Horton, Niyah
Simpson, Jennifer Maddox, and
Aimee Brock.
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JSU's cheer
leaders perform
at the pep
ralley at the
Alumni House.
Hose Hosier
joins the staff
of 92J in a
game of Twister
held at the
TMB.
JSU's mascot,
Cocky, shows
his school
spirit.

Crowds of
students gather
for the
Homecoming Pep
Ralley.
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A DAY FOR
ALL AGES
J-DAY, 1996
-day was a fun filled day for all people of all ages this year. Held on

J

the Quad in the middle of Homecoming week . the events of the day
bring together faculty and students to heighten school spirits.This

year’s J-Day featured Flight Simulators, a giant boxing ring, a twister
competition, a caricature artist, and an old-time photo booth. The Student
Government Association promised a bigger, better J-Day. and they delivered
as promised. There was food, entertainment, and spirit during the day. All
who attended had a great time.

A student enjoys
a ride into
virtual reality
on the flight
simulator.
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A student tests his stregnth
on the Quad.

Students had the chance to
have a free "Old Tyme" photo
taken on J-Day.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Students enjoyed
many activities
during J-Day.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa
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A Family
Affair
On October 19, 1996, JSU students joined prospective students and their

Parents Day was certainly a day for people of all ages. There was a caricature

families in a fun-filled day of activities spread across campus. Parent’s Day

artist to do drawings, and jugglers and magicians that roamed the Quad. Big

brought students and their families to Jacksonville to visit JSU and a chance

and little kids alike enjoyed the Supertron Thrill Ride and the Super Slide that

to see the Gamecock’s play the Samford Bulldogs at Paul Snow Stadium.

was set up on the Quad. The Football Toss gave people the chance to win free

Parent's Day brochures were sent to all students and their families, and to

Jacksonville State University prizes. The Alabama National Guard was on

prospective students. The brochures outlined the highlights of the day: tours

hand with a giant balloon in the shape of a Guardsman. ROTC sponsored

and open house, entertainment, the games on the Quad, and displays and

Scabbard and Blade. Ranger Demonstrations on the Quad, while at Rowe

demonstrations. The Quad drew most of the crowds attention with the

Hall they gave everyone the chance to repel off the tower. The Archaeologi

activities it offered. Other demonstrations were also held around the campus,

cal Resource Lab and the Little River Canyon Center for Environmental

and Stephenson Hall offered an overview of all the departments at JSU.

Studies offered tables with a variety of stones, animals, and minerals for the

Campus tours were offered every thirty minutes until 11:30 A.M. The tours

public to view. The Marching Southerners of JSU played from 12:30 until

included the campus bookstore, Houston Cole library, the International

it was time to go the game. JSU cheerleaders were on hand to get the spirit

House, Hammond Hall Art Gallery, the Technology Department in Self

going during the morning.

Hall, residence halls, and all academic buildings.

At 2:00 P.M. the Jacksonville State University Gamecocks faced the Samford

Music was offered throughout the morning, both at the Quad and the Anders

Bulldogs in Paul Snow Stadium. Despite the loss JSU students, families,

Roundhouse. On the Quad. Muse, a group that performed classic rock, was

faculty, staff, and visitors had a great time. Parent's Day proved to be a huge

on stage from 10:30 - 1:30 , along with the Crooners. The Roundhouse

success and hopefully attracted many students to JSU.

offered the Encore Performance, the Jazz Ensemble, and the Inspirational

Brandy McKiven

Voices of Christ.

Steven Wolfe/ Mimosa

A JSU cheerleader helps
a little boy with one
of the many activities
at Parent's Day.
A visitor to JSU tries to win a prize at one of the games offered on the Quad.
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Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Students
pated in
tainment
Parent's

partici
the enter
during
Day.

JSU's President
Harold McGee looks
on at the Parent's
Day activities.

JSU students
enjoyed the
Supertron Thrill
Ride set up on
the Quad.
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There She Is....
Miss JSU
he Miss JSU pageant was held
January 11, 1997, at Leone Cole
Auditorium. Thirteen girls
participated in the preliminary pageant
for the Miss Alabama pageant. The
winner, Pam Robertson, was crowned
by last year’s winner, Allison Marques.
Miss Robertson received a scholarship
that will finish paying for her graduate
work in special education. The runner’s
up all received tuition assistance as
prizes. The ladies were judged by a
panel of five official preliminary judges
from the Miss Alabama pageant. They
received scores in four categories, each
determining a different percentage of
the overall score. The interview de
cided 30% of the score; the swimsuit
competition 15%; the talent competi
tion 40%; and the evening wear 15%.
The participant who received the most
overall points won the pageant. Pam

T

The
winner’s
circle
(left to
right) :
Dawn
Hansard,
Vickie
Bridgeman,
Allen
Reynolds,
Pam
Robertson,
and Dana
Bailey.
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Robertson won the crown of Miss JSU;
Vickie Bridgeman was 1st runner up;
Dana Bailey was 3rd runner up. The
girls have to be enrolled full time at
JSU at the time they are in the pageant
and must have a 2.0 grade point aver
age to qualify to be in the pageant.
According to pageant director Allen
Reynolds. “This year’s pageant, being
my second year, went a little bit
smoother because I had more time to
prepare. We had the same number of
girls as last year and only one partici
pant from last year. Each year we try
to maintain the interest by the students
in the pageant. Scholarship prizes are a
big draw to be in the pageant. One of
the things I'd like to do is get Miss JSU
out in the community more. Last year,
Allison went to every orientation event
and had the opportunity to talk to many
girls. Hopefully that will boost interest

in the students.” The only change in
the future for the pageant will the
change of sponsors. In the past Phi
Mu Alpha music fraternity has
sponsored it; starting in 1998, Stu
dent Activities will take over.
Pam Robertson is a graduate
student in special education. Her
platform as Miss JSU is “cardiovas
cular education.” She has been
working with the American Heart
Association to promote the impor
tance of eating right and keeping fit
to the public. Her family background
allows her to speak with both author
ity and feeling on the topic. She is
currently preparing for the Miss
Alabama pageant. She is taking
voice lessons, working at Gold’s
Gym (one of her sponsors), buying
her wardrobe, and working on her
interviewing technique.

A Team
Effort

J

acksonville State University offers a variety o f recreational activities

There is also a variety of individual and dual sports that students can

while in attendance at this school. Students can enjoy the opportu

participate in throughout the year. Among these are: backgammon, chess,

nity to interact with others, while competing in a variety of athletic

billiards, table tennis, and checkers.

One of the new bonuses added this year in the Intramural Sports program
events. The Intramural Sports program at JSU provides students with the
opportunity to increase their interest in lifetime sports.

is the fall and spring fishing tournament. This event takes place at West

The largest involvement in the Intramural Sports program comes from the

Point Lake in the fall and Weiss Lake in the spring. This just shows one

many fraternities and sororities on campus. The Greek organizations

of the many ways that the recreational department at JSU is adding

participate in many of the events offered throughout the year. This gives

versatility to its sports program.

their organization the chance to grow together and learn how to work as a

Involvement in these sports is an activity motivated by personal desire

team. The main objective of these Greek organizations is to compete for

and satisfaction while serving a vital function in educational goals at

the all sports trophy. This is a bragging right among fraternities and

Jacksonville State University. The purpose of the Recreational Sports

sororities to prove who has the best athletic program within their organi

Program is to provide optimal physical recreation opportunities to

zation.

students, faculty, and staff of JSU.

Among the sports they compete in are: golf, football, bowling, badmin
ton. volleyball, racquetball. basketball, softball, tennis, and college bowl.

Russell Lee Taylor

Alpha Xi Delta showed that their sorority worked best together by winning IM flag football.

22 Student Life

Stephenson Hall was a the
sight of many IM volleyball
games.

Standing deep in the pocket
this quarterback looks for an
open receiver.

23 Intram u ral Sports

I m s p r in g
SPORTS PUT
STUDENTS
IN PLAY
he smell of fresh cut grass
and honeysuckle’s perme
ating the air can only mean
one thing; Spring has finally set
in upon the campus of Jacksonville
State University. That means it is
now time for spring intra-mural
sports for the fun loving students
at JSU.
The crack of the bats heard at
the intramural field let students
know that softball season has ar
rived. Independent teams along
with the fraternities and sorori
ties vie for the championship each
year. Playing is satisfaction,
enough, but many thrill at the
thought of the competition and
shoot for the trophy.

T

(Top): Jump Ball: IM Basketball be
gins with the blow of the whistle as the
independent league sees fierce compe
tition this year.
(Right): With the swing of the bat IM
Softball begins at JSU. Here some
members of Delta Chi watch over one
of their brothers as he readies himself
to run the bases.
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It is a competitive sport, but so is
everything in today’s world. Being
able to mount a championship ful
fills one’s self-esteem and drive at
being the best in something.
The recreational sports program
at JSU was created to benefit the
students of JSU. It was seen as a
way to help develop the skills of
leadership, cooperation, self-reli
ance, a sense of fair play, and to
help form friendships that would
last a lifetime. Any student who is
enrolled at JSU is eligible to

participate in the intramural sports
program.
Good sportsmanship is seen as a
requirement to participate in these
sports. Players are penalized for
any unsportsman-like conduct and
could be ejected from the game.
Among the Spring intramural sports
are basketball, softball, tennis, and
badminton. These sports are played
at different locations across cam
pus, utilizing JSU’s different recre
ational facilities.
So the next time you are sitting on
your couch with nothing better to
do, stop by Stephenson Hall and
check-up on the intramural sports
programs on campus; you can then
become involved in just a little bit
of athletic activity, too.
Russell Lee Taylor

(Top): Good sportsmanship is a require
ment in IM sports, especially considering
the heated competition. Here a player in
the independent league lends a helping
hand to a fallen teammate.
(Middle): Here a sisterof Zeta Tau Alpha
defends another player in the sorority
league in IM Basketball.
(Bottom): Going for two. A player in the
independent league of IM Basketball goes
up for a lay-up to help put his team up by
two more points.
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Safety at JSU... How Safe is
Our Campus?
very year at Jacksonville State University numerous crimes against people, property, and public order are committed on
campus. Most of these crimes are preventable. Luckily JSU has a campus police department that works with the univer
sity and the community to help make Jacksonville safer. According to Chief Coleman of the university police depart
ment. “...we're probably a lot safer campus and have fewer crimes than most campus' our size. I would attribute that to several
things - we are located in a small town, highly trained personnel, excellent cooperation between UPD and other campus orga
nizations that all work together with students to resolve all sorts of problems and issues, and also to safety training classes in
dorms and other areas where students are made more aware of surroundings and asked to use escort services.”
UPD reported 56 crimes against persons, 199 crimes against property, and 43 crimes against public order in 1995-1996.
Crimes against people include murder, rape, robbery, various assaults, harassment/hazing, and missing people. Crimes against
property include trespassing, burglary, theft, and arson. Public intoxication, bomb threats, loitering, and rendering false alarms
are all examples of crimes against public order. Of the total crimes, 57 arrests were related to drug/alcohol use. Approximately
56% of crimes occurred during night time.
In the fall of 1996, JSU student Zihui Liu went missing from the campus. Last seen on October 18. her body was found in a
shallow grave in Etowah county on December 16. The last person seen with her, Chen Shi, disappeared a week after Liu went
missing. He has not been seen or heard from since that week. Police investigated Liu's case as a homicide but there has been
no evidence presented as to how Liu’s death happened. There were two memorial services in her honor; one at the First United
Methodist Church of Jacksonville, the second at the Wesley Foundation where Liu lived. A tree that is normally found grow
ing only in China was planted in front of the Wesley Foundation.
The disappearance and death of Liu helped remind most students that all though JSU is located in a small town, it does not
mean that brutal things can't happen. However, it does mean that more people are willing to help prevent crimes to keep their
community and town safe.
Liu went missing at night when the majority of crimes are committed. It is always advised very strongly that no one, espe
cially females, go anywhere by themselves at night. To help keep people from being by themselves at night, UPD has an escort
service which offers police escorts at nights. The service is available to females who are by themselves who need to get to one
campus location from another. UPD tries to be flexible about the number of females, especially at night. The service is not
used a lot, but Chief Coleman guesses that that is probably due to the fact that most students go places in groups.
Campus safety is really a whole campus effort. The Army ROTC unit in Rowe Hall offers a self defense course for all
students. Sergeant Mike Tatum teaches the class. The number one reason for students taking the class, both male and female, is
to learn how to defend themselves. Most of the students said that they feel safe on campus during the day. but are fairly uneasy
about the night. Several students mentioned that they heard about rapes around campus. Others worried about kidnapping.
Many of the students mentioned that drug and alcohol use contributed to a lot of safety problems.
Sgt. Tatum asked the classes about problems around campus and what could be done. They came up with six problems/
suggestions on campus safety. 1)It is really hard to get a police escort when you call. 2)The campus needs more classes not
only on rape prevention but on the use of alcohol. 3)Freshmen at JSU need to have stronger mentors. 4)Females need to be
made more aware of the fact that they have to look out for themselves. 5)JSU should provide safety training after 5:00 P.M.
because most students are in class during the day. 6)On Thursday's the Campus Police should have more walking patrols
checking on the dorms.
UPD is currently working on a booklet of tips on safety. Many of the suggestions for personal safety are included. They are
also including sections on crime, fire, alcohol and drug use, and accidents in the booklet. The campus police are always willing
to listen to suggestions from students on how to make the campus safer.

E

Brandy McKiven
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Sgt. Michael Tatum demonstrates self defense
tatics to his class.

StevenWolfe/Mimosa
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The students learn from each other
about the right way to execute a move.

Sergeant Tatum puts himself at risk by
allowing the students to practice on
him.

29 Safety

Doin a little
dance and
getting down
was the theme
for this
year's Stu
dent Govern
ment
Association's
"Casino Night
'97". Many
JSU students
enjoyed the
70's theme of
disco and
high rollin',
Also, to help
create the
feel of disco
balls, plat
forms, and
bell bottoms
(all essen
tial to that
swingin disco
life-style)
classic disco
music was
provided by
92-J.
Students and
faculty were
given the
chance to
risk it all
with black
jack, poker,
roulette,
slot ma
chines, there
was even
bingo pro
vided for
those not so
brave.

"GETDOUJNTONGHr
DISCO CASINO NITE '97

O

n Wednesday evening. March 5, the Student
Government Association held the fourth annual
Casino Nite at Leone Cole Auditorium. Over 300

students attended the event. This year’ s theme was Disco
Casino Nite ‘97 “Get Down Tonight.” ‘70s music, compli
ments of 92-J, created the disco atmosphere while students
tested their skills at various casino games.
Throughout the evening, some lucky participants
received door prizes, and at the end of the event, the SGA
auctioned several other prizes. These included book
scholarships and T-shirts donated by the SGA, a bicycle
helmet from Scott’s Bikes in Jacksonville, a bowling
package from Anniston Bowling Center, a phone and
answering machine from Wal-Mart in Jacksonville, and a
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television and stereo from Rex TV in Oxford.
According to Angel Narvaez, SGA Second Vice President, the
event raised around 2000 dollars, and the turnout was good in spite of
the weather. “This is the second year in a row that there has been a
tornado watch or tornado warning the same night as Casino Nite,”
Narvaez said.

The SGA held its first Casino Nite in 1994 as a fund-raiser for the
computer lab in Houston Cole Library. According to Narvaez, every
one liked it so much that the SGA has continued having it every year
since then. Now. according to Narvaez, it is one of the highest
attended events on campus.
JSU student La Dana Baker described the event as “good clean
fun" and commented. "I think it is really great." Narvaez believes this
is the beginning of a long-lasting JSU tradition. “I hope,” he re
marked. " one day it'll be. . . ingrained in the fabric o f JSU life as one
of the major traditions on campus."
Jeana Miller

Many participants got to see their profes
sors out of the classroom and in a much
different setting, such as Dr. Steve
Whitton of the English Department in full
control of the blackjack table.

All that attended were given "play money"
to use, and chances to win several door
prizes like free food, a television, and
stereo equipment.
Sometimes it took a little instruction,
but students caught on quick on how to
play the game.

A Suitable
Atmosphere...
" W

e 'r e

going to the Acoustic Cafe, wanna come?"

what?"
"

The Acoustic Cafe, the new place on the square.”

going on every night.
Co-owner Mark Grissom says that usually a solo artist plays on Thursday
nights, with local bands playing on the weekend.

" I Guess. I hope I like it."

“We have bands of all types, from jazz to blue-grass. We want to see

“All you can do is come and find out.”

what works well, but we want to remain as versatile as possible. We’re in

The owners of the Acoustic Cafe. Coffee Shop and Music Hall, hope

the growing stages, seeing what music works best for us. “

people come and find out if they like it as well.

The Acoustic Cafe is looking for a suitable atmosphere for everyone.

The above conversation is probably similar to most when discussing the

Future plans are to have writer's nights and other entertainment. All ages

Acoustic Cafe. Since it has been open only a few months, it is not well

are allowed in the Music Hall, but of course, alcohol sales are strictly for

known at the present time, but it should gain popularity with JSU students

those over 2 1.

and the Jacksonville community as well.

Grissom says that even though the Cafe focuses on laid-back acoustic

The Coffee Shop area opens at 7:00 every morning except Sunday.

styles, it is not the only entertainment that will be seen.

Students with early classes can meet and study while getting their high

" If we can have a good blues band like Blue Soul Junction, and they

dose of caffeine. The Coffee Shop serves all types of flavored coffee, as

bring a good following, we would love to have them. “

well as many herb teas. They also have pastries, and at lunch offer a fresh

Everyone c;in find something to enjoy at the Acoustic Cafe. Besides, the

soup.

people are nice, and the service is good. You can’t beat that.

Worker Tamara Miles prepares the Coffee Shop for the day.

As Miles says, "Once you come in, I'm sure you’ll be back.”

“It is a great place to relax and study, or just meet with friends."
The Music Hall opens at night and serves imported beers and wines. It
only opens when there is entertainment, but plans are to have something

The Acoustic Cafe offers a unique
atmosphere for JSU students while
away from there studies.
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Story and photos by Steven Wolfe /Mimosa
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Charles Segrest, guitar
ist and vocalist, enjoys
performing at the Acous
tic Cafe.
A customer listens to
Charles Segrest.

A sign hanging out
side the cafe lets
the public know what
to expect.

Chris Simmons performs
" Can I Be Your Brother,"
B a n original song.

Acoustic Cafe 37

FEELING THE
FORCE
THE STAR W ARS CRAZE HITS JSU

THE MOVIE THAT MOST OF US WATCHED
WHEN WE WERE YOUNG CAME BACK TO
THE BIG SCREEN AND BECAME THE
CRAZE OF THE MOMENT. THE RE RE
LEASE OF THE STARS WARS TRILOGY HAD
MANY FANS DUSTING OFF THE ALBUMS
AND FIGURINES. SOME STUDENTS EVEN
MANGED TO FIND OLD T SHIRTS AND
BELTS BEARING THE FAMOUS LOGO.
STARS WARS ALSO MADE A HUGE COME
BACK IN RETAIL STORES. ARTICLES OF
CLOTHING AND ACTION FIGURES WERE
AT EVERY TURN OF THE HEAD. MANY
JSU STUDENTS JUMPED RIGHT ALONG
WITH THE MOVIES POPULARITY.

OLD POSTERS AND T SHIRTS WERE EVERY WHERE. ACTION FIGURES OF LUKE SKYWALKER AND STORMTROOPERS
WERE EVEN USED FOR DECORATING IN MANY DORM ROOMS. STEVEN WOLFE/MIMOSA

STA R S W A R S 3 9

THESE ARE JUST SOME OF
THE MANY ITEMS FOUND IN
DORM ROOMS AND AROUND
THE JSU CAMPUS.

WHAT ONCE WAS
THOUGHT OF AS
TOYS, WAS NOW
PUT ON DISPLAY
PROUDLY AS MANY
FOUND OUT THAT
THESE SOUVENIRS
OF CHILDHOOD
ARE WORTH BIG
BUCKS.
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THE FORCE W AS EVEN FELT AT THE LOCAL TACO BELL, LIKE MANY ADVERTISER THEY WERE QUICK
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE O F THE HOLLYW OOD CRAZE.

STARS W A RS 4 3

"Bus Stop"
E

verybody has a story to tell, from the sublime to the ridiculous.

(Ashley Pendley), the innocent young waitress at the diner. Both

Each and every person has a life experience to share with the rest

Downs and Pendley do a stellar job separately, but together they have

of the world, or at least those in the room. Eight such different

an on-stage chemistry that draws the viewer like a magnet to iron.

stories were told late at night in a town outside of Kansas City, in a small
corner restaurant that also functions as a bus stop.
“Bus Stop,” by William Inge, is a comedy that smoothly blends pathos

During their “Romeo and Juliet” scene for the ersatz cabaret,
they gave a truly comic performance with Lyman's drunken Romeo and
Elma's overdramatic Juliet. During this. Dr. Lyman goes through a

and sympathy. Not only does it share a laugh, but it invokes compassion

self-realization as to who he has become through his actions; Romeo's

for the characters involved. It falls into the category of what comedy is

line "My name is hateful to myself" triggers this. This scene provokes

supposed to be: not only should it make you laugh, it should make you

thought and laughter.

think.

A third sub-plot tells of the owner of the diner, Grace Hoylard

This play helps to answer one of the "what i f ’ scenarios that has plagued

(Kim Kinsey) and her healthy relationship with Carl (Pat Barker), the

mankind for ages: what if people of different backgrounds were stuck

bus driver. Kinsey gives her more-than-usual great job. but Barker

together for an indefinite period of time (not unlike the " Gilligan's Island"

steals the show with the Ralph Kramden-like persona he projects.

scenario)? The main circumstances in the play include a traffic-stopping

Shawn Carder as the soft-spoken, hard-hitting Sheriff Will

March snowstorm, a late-night diner/bus stop, a stranded bus and its

Masters and Nick Romano as the amiable ranch hand Virgil Blessing

passengers, and some of the townsfolk. Through the night, they deal with

round out a quite impressive cast. Both Carder and Romano have

each other, form friendships, and even entertain one another, turning the

improved greatly since their first on-stage roles.

diner into a makeshift cabaret.

Director Susan McCain definitely gave the audience some

There is no particular “star” of this ensemble piece. There are several

surprises in this production. One of which was the fight scene between

story lines throughout, story lines that interweave with one another. One

Bo and Sheriff Masters. In the script, and in productions elsewhere, the

such story is the kidnapping of Cherie (Jessica Geron) by Bo Decker

fight was heard offstage, with Grace giving blow-by-blow commentary;

(Michel Holland). Bo. the owner of the Suzie-Q Ranch in Montana, falls in

in other words, the fight wasn't seen. Here, the fight was seen in an

love with Cherie, a singer at the Blue Dragon in Kansas City. Bo wants to

area of the stage that represents the outside of the diner, with the

marry Cherie and take her home with him. but she doesn't love him. Geron

dialogue inside the dinner intact. This gave more of a realistic fell to

does a better-than-average job portraying the chartreuse with the heart of

the play itself. It showed that the cool logical thinking of Sheriff

gold. Even though she never saw the movie version, when she sings “That

Masters helped beat the emotional outbursts of Bo. both mentally and

Old Black Magic,” visions of Marilyn Monroe kept coming to mind.

physically.

Holland captures the youthful essence of Bo perfectly, letting his emotions
rule his judgment.
A second sub-story involves another passenger. Dr. Gerald Lyman
(David Downs), an English professor-tumed-wandering lush with an
“affinity” for young girls, and his advances toward Elma Duckworth
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Everybody has a story. Last week was a treat to see a highcaliber ensemble cast perform the collection of stories that is “Bus
Stop.” This should be a fair indicator for the rest of the JSU Theater
season.
Chris Colvard

Carl(Pat Barker), the
local bus driver talks
to Grace (Kim Kinsey)
at the diner.
Elma Duckworth (Ashley
Pendley) entertains the
customers at the cafe.
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Dr. Gerald Lyman (David
Downs)takes his daily
shot of whiskey while
resting at Grace's Diner.

Nick Romano is impres
sive as the amiable
ranch hand Virgil Bless
ing.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa
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"A Midsummer
Night's Dream"
eople come to see plays to be entertained and to forget life for a
while. Once in a while, the faces of the audience betray a childlike
wonder as they ask the question in their minds, “How do they do

P

that?”
That's a question that is easy and difficult to answer. How is all that done?
Where do the actors and stagehands find the time to put together a show?
The process is complex, yet they make it look as easy as falling oft a log.
Or. in this case, a mushroom.
William Shakespeare's “A Midsummer Night's Dream” was produced in
the Ernest Stone Center for the Performing Arts. From the audition process
to the opening night, this play has been the ultimate in learning experi
ences. Student theatre at its finest.
Dr. Wayne Claeren. the director of “Midsummer,” had to (liter through the
auditions and try to assemble a cast. When casting such a show, he tries not
to let preconceived notions influence his choices. “Sometimes your First
notions are not quite accurate and sometimes the person you envision in
the role doesn't audition or turns out to be better for another part.' he says.
“Given the fact that you know some of the people who are going to
audition, you do have some thoughts cross your mind.”
One of the many challenges the cast faces includes the text itself.
Shakespeare is not easy to understand, as Simon Holland, who plays
Theseus, relates. “I've never done Shakespeare before, so it takes a little
time to decipher exactly what each line means and to know how to speak it
in context.” Justin Fox. who plays Oberon. echoed the opinion.
Another challenge is the cast itself, or, more specific, what happens when a
cast member is no longer available. "Midsummer” is marred by the
untimely death of Craig Weymueller, who was to play Flute. This made it
rough going the first few rehearsals as a replacement was sought. Jared
Simons was chosen to play Flute. "I was glad to get the part: I am sorry as
to the circumstances how I got the part." he says. “I was worried what the
cast would think, but somebody had to do it."
Trying to find the right personality for the character poses a personal
challenge for the actor, but with time and patience this can be overcome.
Jason St. John, who plays the "slow of study" Snug the joiner uses some
abstract references for this part, combining the Abominable Snowman from
a Bugs Bunny cartoon and the Cowardly Lion from the Wi/ard of Oz. This
way, he shows Snug as someone who is not stupid, but slow, almost
innocent.
The technical part of theatre presents its own series of obstacles. The stage
had to look like a semi-fanastic forest, with a hay ground covering, giant
mushrooms, tall trees, and a running stream through one portion of the set.
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Scenic designer Carlton Ward's main challenge was to create such a
fantasy forest setting in a relatively small stage setting. The main problem
was the stream itself, springing leaks through the rehearsal and soaking
parts of the stage and the front row of the audience. Fortunately, this was
fixed on the night of the final rehearsal.
The costume designer had the biggest tasks to overcome. Designer
Freddy Clements had many ideas in the construction of the fairy cos
tumes, particularly the wings. After some experimentation, he decided to
use fiberglass construction for the wings. "W e're trying to go for a
Tinkerbell fairy, a very fragile insect wing look. So to get the fragility
and transparency of it— fiberglass. We've never done this before, so it's
something new for everybody." To gain time for wing constructio,
costumes from other plays were used for most of the “human" characters.
When Clements got the materials for the fiberglass. Ward and technical
director David Keefer decided to use the fiberglass in making the gigantic
mushrooms for the forest scene. This gave them the durability needed for
the actors to use them as stools or dancing platforms.
Another piece of costume wizardry is the donkey mask (where Puck
transforms Bottom’s head into that of an ass), which took a week to
construct. The challenge here isn't the building of the mask, but the
wearing. Jason Bozeman, who plays Bottom, says that it's “really hot in
[the mask]...limited visibility...but it looks really good from what people
say. The people in the costume job did a wonderful job." He also related
something akin to an artist's credo where "part of being in shows is being
able to undertake sacrifices for the betterment of the show, and this [the
mask) is mine.”
These challenges and sacrifices, personal and professional, were light
ened by the sense of camaraderie by the ensemble cast. Jeremy Stubbs,
who plays Demetrius, gave a good description of this sense of family:
"Everyone's playing off each other really well, everyone's enjoying
being a part of this...we've all come together really well as a group, as a
cast...we just enjoy being on stage with each other.
"O f course, I was very excited [getting the part of Demetrius), but I was
even more pleased to see some of the other parts people have gotten. I
was thrilled to be playing on stage with them."
And that's basically what happens during the rehearsal/construction of a
play. It is hard work to perform a piece such as “Midsummer,” and even
harder to choose the theatre as a career. But the applause at the end, a
welcome response for a job well done, seems to make up for any hardship
felt.
That and a good cast party.

Titania (Ashley Pendley) talks to
her love,(Jason Bozeman).

The audience enjoyed the
comedic effect of the act
ors
in the king's play.

Helena (Lesley Gray) had two
admirers:Demetrius (Jeremy
Stubbs) and Lysander (Gabe
Weaver).
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A Funny Thing
Happened on the
Way to the Forum
T

ragedy tomorrow, a comedy tonight.” proclaims Pseudolous. The
comedy “A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum" was
packed at JSU’s Stone Center Auditorium Valentine’s Day night with
people enjoying an excellent musical.
Excellent songs, exotic dance, and awful one-liners litter the
show as Pseudolous stumbles through his misadventures. The
story is simple. Pseudolous, a Roman slave, is trying to get hid
freedom. His young master. Hero (Ryan Russell), is trying to win
his heart’s desire, the virgin Philia (Jessica Duke), away from
Captain Miles Gloriosus (John Woods). Pseusolous convinces
Hero to give him his freedom if he can get Philia for Hero. From
there, a wonderful comedy o f errors develops.
The show started o ff a few minutes late with a slightly garbled
overture. The on-stage curtain began beating as the Prologus
(Jason Bozeman) tried to find his way to the audience. After a brief
struggle, he managed to part the curtains, and a truly magical
performance followed.
Casting for the show wasn’ t easy. O f the 18 selected, “ at least
half o f them have been in our musical productions before,” says
Jane Holloway, the vocal director and part-time choreographer.
While Holloway says the auditioners singing voice was important,
she says the primary consideration for selecting performers was
their acting ability. “ Acting in this show is very important,” she
says.
This ability is definitely shown by Duke’ s portrayal o f Philia.
Her vacant stare, along with her occasionally fluttering eyes,
creates a wonderfully ditzy character. Duke's added movements
in the song “ Pretty Little Picture” is perhaps her best scene.
Philia’s blissful ignorance o f how her rocking affected Hero,
whose eyes bulged and jaw dropped as she swayed with the song,
really brought out the character’ s personalities as well a quite a
few chuckles.
Russell doesn’t do as well in his role o f Hero, however. Russell
falls short in his solos, primarily because his voice lacks far more
support than what can be chalked o ff to character interpretation.
Besides his weak voice, however, Russell has some excellent
supporting character interaction, and his Hero performs well as a
contrast to an exuberant Pseudolous and an effeminate Hysterium.
Hysterium. who is the hysterical Chief o f Slaves to Hero’ s
family played by Jarrod Simons, is hilarious, running about the
stage while switching between a sheer coward and an English fop.
“ I thought it was a pretty cool character,” says Simons. One o f his
favorite scenes is “ I’ m Lovely (reprise).” In this scene, Simons is
brought on stage reluctantly wearing a copy o f Philia’ s dress.
Pseudolous wants Hysterium to pretend that he is dead in order to
convince the Captain that Philia died from the smiling plague o f
Crete. The duet that Pseudolous and Hysterium sing is a reprise o f

beauty, which is made ludicrous by the obvious cross dressing.
Halfway through the song, Hysterium stops being reluctant and
proudly boasts. “ I’ m lovely!” “ It’ s hilarious," says Simons, “ I
love that scene.”
“ It’ s been real smooth sailing," says Holloway. “ I could
watch it every night and it would not be boring to me.” One of
the only major mishaps occurred three weeks before opening
night, when Simon Holland, who plays Lycus, injured his ankle
at home. Holloway says the cast worried whether or not he
would be able to perform. “(We’ re) staging at breakneck speeds,”
says Holloway., “ he’ s had to be very careful."
O f course, no one had to work quite as hard as the Proteans.
Played by Frank Soukey, Lee Abernathy, and Corey, these
actors fill the various extra parts, including everything from
soldiers to eunuch slaves. These actors were literally running
between costume changes in order to make their queues. The
costumes were designed to help facilitate their rapid changes, as
well as many problems that might develop from an improperly
attached accessory. “ If something doesn’t get attached really
well, no one will get offended if their skirt fell off,” says Freddy
Clements.
Clements, working with several drama students majoring in
costuming, designed outfits that reflected the inner nature of the
characters in a little over a month. “ I was really proud o f what
they did,” says Clements. Clements created costumes for a
production of this show ten years ago. He says he and the student
cutters had a lot more fun doing the show this time around. I
“These costumes looked so much better than ten years ago.”
The costume for Senex is an excellent example o f the cutters
having fun. Designed by Jason St. John, the character appears to
be a Romanized Groucho Marx. Cigar in hand, Jeremy Stubbs,
who plays Senex. does an excellent job as a witty, hen-pecked
husband, who is more than slightly lecherous when the oppor
tunity presents itself. When Senex is told by Hysterium that
Philia, who answered the door thinking that Senex was her
Captain come to claim her, that she is his new maid, Senex
immediately launches into the song “ Everybody Needs a Maid.”
The comedy of errors that develops is well worth the price of
admission alone.
The show was wonderful, with an excellent cast, several well
performed solos, and a riotous script. The musical was well
acted and thought out, with highly comical costumes which
heightened the show’ s affect. This group could perform this '
musical elsewhere and easily sell out the show. Hopefully, other
JSU productions turn out at least half as well as this one did.
Scott Hopkins
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Domina (Kimberly
Kinsey) holds the
Chief of
Slaves,Hysterium
(Jarrod Simons).
The
Proteans(played
by Corey Stevens
and Frank
Soukey) listened
to Captain Miles
Gloriosus (John
Woods).
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Panacea (Lynelle
Terry) dances with
Prologus (Jason
Bozeman).

Erroneus (Jon Thomas)
talks to Pseudolous
(Jason Bozeman).
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Pseudolous (Jason Bozeman) and Hysterium (Jarrod
Simons) sing the duet of the reprise of the song
"I'm Lovely"
Philia (Jessica Duke) flashes the smile that wins
over both Captain Miles Gloriosus and Hero.

Senex (Jermy Stubbs) dances in front of the cre
ative scenery done by JSU drama students.
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To Kill A
Mockingbird... A
Literary Classic
Comes to JSU
H

ow easy would it be to step in someone else's shoes for a while? To
see how they would think, act, or feel? How about someone else’s
skin? Would that be as easy? Basically, that is what Atticus Fitch asked
a jury to do when judging a black man accused of raping a white girl in the
timeless classic ‘T o Kill a Mockingbird.”
“Mockingbird,” a play by Christopher Sergel (based on the book by Harper
Lee), tells the story of Atticus Fitch (played by David Downs), a lawyer in
1935 Maycomb, Alabama. He is given what most would call a can't-win case:
defending Tom Robinson (Robbie Callahan), a black man, accused of raping
Mayella Ewell (Rike Rosser) by her father Bob Ewell (Shawn Carder), both
white.
It also tells the story of Atticus' children. Scout (Regan Byron) and Jem
(Justin Lord), and their friend Dill (Weston Hill). They are learning that the
First step to understanding someone is to "spend some time in their skin," as
Atticus would put it. He refers to their neighbor Arthur "Boo" Radley (Phillip
Roberson) and to why he's a recluse; he tells them to take the time to see things
from his point of view, to "wear his skin.”
The main story is the trial against Robinson. No matter what the evidence
showed, no matter what Atticus said, for 1930s Alabama, the verdict was as
predictable as a sunset:: guilty. Sad to say. this was known even before the trial
started. But Atticus took the case anyway, hoping he could sway the jury to his
way of thinking: that ina court of law. all men are created equal. That the color
of skin does not matter in determining a man’s guilt or innocence. That some
white men are liars, and some black men are noble.
Jason St. John, the director of “Mockingbird," says the relevance of the
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show is still viable today. “A lot of the issues are very relevant
tosay, the racial problems we have today are just as true as the
1930s. That whole message of getting along, it’s still relevant
today.”
Down’s Atticus was kindly, peaceful, and loving towards his
children and kept a cool, level head in the courtroom. During his
passionate plea to the jury, he grabbed the audience in a gentle yet
stem embrace and wouldn't let go until he finished.
Callahan as Robinson displayed genuine fear during his ques
tioning by Atticus. His interaction with Atticus was priceless. His
scene with prosecutor Mr. Gilmer (realistically played by craig
Jackson) was gripping, as he tried to answer Gilmer's “slaanted”
questions. Carder’s Ewell virtually oozed hatred and spite as
threatened Atticus and his children. Rosser depicted Mayella as
something akin to a scare d rabbit, afraid of what Ewell might do if
she crossed him.
Regan Byrom has a unique stage presence. She was believable
as the confused tomboy, Scout. She played the range from fear to
anguish to relief with the airs of a professional.
Also giving a stellar performance is Betty Jeanne Day as the
caring neighbor Maudie Atkinson. Maudie serves as the Greek
chorus of the piece, giving exposition as periods of time passed.
She helps explain Tom's injustice to the c h ild re n a way that is
understood by most, if not all.
Chris Colvard

Mayella Ewell (Rike Rosser)
answers questions from
Atticus Fitch (David
Downs).
Scout (Regan Byrom) and
Atticus (David Downs) talk
to other residents of
Maycomb.
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REFLECTIONS

President of JSU,
Dr. Harold McGee
r. Harold McGee was Appointed the tenth President of Jacksonville State University on July 1, 1986. Since then many

D

changes have been made. There has been a 30 percent increase in enrollment, resources for scholarships have tripled, and
25 million dollars in capital improvements have been made. Special emphasis has been given to improving the quality of

student life, computer resources and networks, employee and student health, the University Library, and public service activities. Housing
and food services have been upgraded, the library has been computerized, and renovations throughout campus have been performed.
Dr. McGee believes that JSU is a “great place. It's a university that has a special heritage and unlimited promise for tomorrow." As for
change in the future, there is a five year program called “Capital Campaign" to raise five million dollars for the university to offer more
scholarships and strengthen existing programs. He would like to put in electronic advisement programs on the computer system. Accord
ing to Dr. McGee, something has to be right at a university with successful alumni such as JSU's.
Dr. McGee was bom in Portsmouth, Virginia, on April 13. 1937. He is married to Gayle and they have four children and one
grandson. The McGee's and their youngest son. Andrew, reside in Jacksonville AL. Dr. McGee received a BS Degree majoring in
education and history from Old Dominion University. He also received a masters and a Doctoral Degree from the University of Virginia
in Counseling.
Dr. McGee is a member of the Division II Steering Committee, the NCAA's Council, and Two-year/Four Year College Relations
Committee. He has served on the Conferences and Professional development, college Corporate Relations and it's commission on
Teacher Education, and on the American association of State Colleges and Universities Committees on Accreditation. He has participated
in many state activities, including chairmanship of the Alabama Council of Public Colleges and Universities (1991-93) and the Governor's
Tax Reform Task Force (1991-92). Dr. McGee has also served as a member of many local community activities, including the Calhoun
County Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors (1990-92) and Leadership Calhoun County (1991-92).
Brandy McKiven
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PULITZER PRIZE WINNER
SPEAKS AT JSU

N

ovember 13, 1996, JSU hosted its twelfth annual
Ayers Lecture Series. This series is a memorial to
Harry M. and Edel Y. Ayers.

This year’ s memorial speaker, David Broder. is a

political correspondent for the Washington Post He writes a
bi-weekly syndicated column that is carried by over 300
newspapers across the globe. Broder is also a regular com 
mentator on C N N ’ s “ Inside Politics” and often makes appear
ances on N B C ’ s “ Meet the Press” and “ Washington Week in
Review .” He has also authored or co-authored six books
including his most recent “ The System: The American Way
o f Politics at the Breaking Point” written with Haynes
Johnson an alumnus o f the Post. Broder has won many
awards including the Pulitzer Prize for distinguished com 
mentary, which he received in May 1973. The Washington
Journalism Review has named him “ Best Newspaper Political
Reporter.”
Broder has covered every national campaign and
convention since I960 and travels about 100,000 miles every
year to interview voters and report on the candidates.
Broder lectured to students and faculty on the dimen
sions o f this year’ s Presidential race and its effects. Broder
said that he finds President Clinton to be extremely intelli
gent. The President’ s key to success in this election was his
“ tenuous hold on the confidence o f the American People,"
Broder claimed.
Broder encouraged young reporters to practice what
he called “ shoe-leather journalism,” or being involved in the
community that you are reporting on. He says that people are
more willing to talk to people that they know and are friendly
with. Even in Washington. Broder has found that knowing
the people you report on makes it easier to get information
from them.
Despite his 40 years o f reporting on politics, Broder’ s
attitude toward politicians is surprising. He says that he finds
80% o f the people that are elected to Washington really want
to serve the public and actually try to do their jobs well.
Broder says that he has confidence that the next generations,
“ the Boomers and the Xers,” to run this nation will do the job
well.
Jennie Ford
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Outstanding Faculty
M em ber

E

nglish professor Steven Whitton remembers the concerns o f j o b hunting as he was finishing his graduate
studies at the University o f South Carolina.

“ I initially thought I had a teaching jo b in Virginia, but they decided they were unable to hire at the m o 

ment.”
That decision is cause for a c o llective “ thank y o u " from the many students w h o have been inspired throughout
Dr. W hitton's 24 years at JSU.
Teaching is something he has desired to do since the twelfth grade.
“ I had a wonderful creative writing teacher in high school who really had a love fo r literature, and who gave us
freedom and quietly guided us. I suspect that is whom I pattern my teaching after.”
Dr. Whitton now passes his lo v e for literature on the JSU students.
"Teach in g language and communication is very important. 1 have always liked language. It’ s like a game,
putting it together right, and making sense. W e can find life ’ s answers in literature.

It teaches us to treat each other

humanely.”
In his free time. Dr. Whitton likes working on his computer, or reading a mystery novel. But, there is no
mistaking his main jo y .
“ W ork in g in and around the theatre, acting and directing, is a source o f pleasure. The plays I ’ m in vo lved w ith.
I teach. It’ s a practical research and an in-depth study, and it definitely helps with teaching.”
Dr. Whitton is happy to be here at JSU. teaching what he loves, and he doesn’ t plan on snipping soon. He
believes there is still much for him to learn as well.
Therefore, J S U ’ s English Department will have a quality teacher, and JSU students will be greatly enriched.
A ll due to a stroke o f luck that brought Dr. Steven Whitton to us instead o f sending him to Virginia.
Then again, it may be more than luck.
"I left a school o f gamecocks, and I came to a school o f gamecocks, so I guess I ’ m supposed to be here.”

Steven W o lf e
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Memorial Wall:
Remembering our Veterans

O

n Friday. October 4th at 4:30 p.m., Rowe Hall hosted the dedication of a Memorial Wall for JSU graduates who were killed in Vietnam. Lt.
Colonel John S. Pattis opened the ceremony with the story of how and why the Memorial Wall came to be.

The project was started over twenty years ago, when classmates who those killed wanted to honor their fallen comrades. The memorial was
intended to "link the sacrifices of the past with the future" as "a graphic reminder to all students who enter Rowe Hall what sometimes must be given
so that all may be free."
Reverend Gary Britain gave an invocation, after which Major General Ivan R. Smith was introduced by Pattis. Colonel Pattis told his
audience about Smith's ties to JSU, and of his career in the military.
Pattis strongly emphasized Smith’s record. Smith was commissioned May 25, 1951 after completing Senior ROTC training at JSU. He
served as Forward Officer for Battery 13, 92nd Armored Field Artillery Battalion in Korea, had a long and prestigious career in the National Guard,
and as Commander, 167th Support Command (Corps.) In the course of his long military career, Smith was much decorated, receiving many awards.
Smith reminded his audience that "the freedoms we enjoy were not secured without great cost." Those who paid these costs protected our
nation when, “at times, our very survival, democracy and the American promise of individual liberty hung in the balance." He urged the audience to
keep faith with fallen comrades, saying that "in doing so. we can pay no higher tribute. It is our promise, our guarantee, that they did not sacrifice
their lives in vain.”
Smith’s comments invoked the memory of those brave soldiers being honored in the ceremony. The reading of these soldiers’ names,
punctuated by the tolling of a bell, was especially moving, bringing tears to the eyes of many in the room.

T h o s e honored in the c e re m o n y w ere:
* C a p ta in J e r r y

W. M c N a b b , C l a s s

o f 1959

C o m m is s io n e d M a y 2 2 , 1 9 5 9 a s a n I n f a n tr y O ffic e r
K i l l e d i n V ie t n a m J u n e 2 7 , 1 9 6 6
* C a p t a i n D o n a l d F. M c M i l l a n , C l a s s o f 1 9 6 1
C o m m is s io n e d J u ly 2 8 , 1 9 6 1 a s a n I n f a n tr y O ffic e r
K i l l e d in V i e t n a m A p r i l 2 , 1 9 6 6

* C a p ta in R ic h a r d C . M ille r , C la s s o f 1 9 6 5
C o m m is s io n e d M a y 3 0 , 1 9 6 5 a s a n I n f a n tr y O ffic e r
K i l l e d in V i e t n a m S e p t e m b e r 3 , 1 9 6 9
* 1 s t L t. C h a r l e s

W. D a v i s ,

C la s s o f 1 9 6 6

C o m m is s io n e d S e p te m b e r 2, 1 9 6 6 a s a n a r m o r o ff ic e r
K i l l e d in V i e t n a m O c t o b e r 6 , 1 9 6 7

* C a p ta in E d w a r d D . P ie r c e , C la s s o f 1 9 6 2

* 1 s t L t. G r a d y E . M c B r i d e I I I , C l a s s o f 1 9 6 8

C o m m is s io n e d M a y 2 7 , 1 9 6 2 a s a n I n fa n tr y O ffic e r

C o m m is s io n e d J u n e 2 1 , 1 9 6 8 a s a r m o r o ff ic e r

K i l l e d in V ie t n a m M a r c h 1 3 , 1 9 6 6

K i l l e d in V i e t n a m J u n e 4 , 1 9 7 0

Plaques honoring the fallen alumni of JSU were placed in a special room in Rowe Hall as a reminder of a turbulent period in our nation's past.

Thomas Webb

Photos by Steven Wolfe/JSU
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Changes

At JSU

Changes:
Colleges Merge And
Students Get New
ID’ S

Another benefit of the new ID s is parents can now deposit
his year at Jacksonville State University students will notice some
money directly into their students accounts. This eliminates all the time
changes. The University merged several programs, consolidated
spent mailing checks and the trouble students often encounter cashing
some positions, eliminated, and raised tuition. These changes
checks. University administration hopes to use the new ID’s in the
come in response to recent budget cuts and loss in state appropriations,
which forced the university to reevaluate some programs and administra - future to improve security on campus. The new JSU ID will be unique to
this university, and has room for expansion should it become necessary
tive positions.
The decisions on which positions and programs to either merge
or desired.
or eliminate were reached after the university completed a thorough
Mia Martinez/Amiee Cassell
program review. The review was initiated in the summer of 1994 to
find money in the budget that could be redistributed, but became avail
able to handle the recent budget cuts.
Dr. McGee said although students will notice a slow down in
responses and services, priority is given to enrollment and student
services. At this point, no majors or department have been eliminated.
However, several colleges and departments have been merged. The
changes in the departments are its follows: The College of Nursing is
now the College of Nursing and Health Sciences. Communications and
Fine Arts merged with Education to make the College of Education and
Professional Studies, the College of Letters and Sciences is now the
College of Arts and Sciences, and the College of Criminal Justice is now
the Department of Criminal Justice.
The mergers combined smaller departments and colleges with
larger ones, with one department head or dean instead of two. "We've
done all the adjusting you can do without causing major pain, but if they
cut us again we’ll start seeing program cuts,” said McGee.
Another big change at JSU is the new student identification
system, which should be in place by next fall. "We think it’s something
that will be a big convince for the students," said Don Thacker, acting
Vice President for Administrative Business Affairs.
The new ID’s will act as multipurpose debit cards. Students will be able
to use the card at both on-campus and off-campus locations to pay for
anything from tuition to a vending machine candy bar.

T
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DR. GEORGE MILLER
VICE-PRESIDENT OF BUSINESS AFFAIRS

,

r. George E. Miller, Jacksonville State University's Vice President of Business Affairs, has served

D

as vice president of four universities, as a principal manager of a major university academic
computing

center,

and

as

professor

of

information

systems

management

and

education.

His

responsibilities as JSU's Vice President of Business Affairs include budget and financial reports; general
accounting, purchasing and inventory control; receipt, custody and disbursement of university funds;
maintenance and operation of the physical plant; development and implementation of personnel policies,
payroll, investment management, risk management, insurance; and bookstore, and food service. When asked
about change in his department, Miller says, “I'm a firm believer of total quality. That requires the
employees to participate in the objectives of their jobs and goals set forth. That, quite frankly, is
what I'd change."

Dr. Miller became impressed with the mountains while driving through Alabama and says the state has .
a significantly better climate than others in which he has been.

That is just one of the perks about

JSU. "I think it's a fabulous institution. Not only is the quality quite perverse, but the attitude is
amazing. On other campuses, students are numbers. Here you're not a number.*
Dr. Miller has a doctorate from the University of Maryland and is married with three grown children
- two in Dallas and one in Chicago - and “six grandchildren which makes life even more worthwhile." He
is a member of the Alabama Association of Business Officers, the National Association of College and
University Business Officers, and the Southern Association of College and University Business Officers.
In 1962 he received the United Business Education Association Award; in 1972 the Certified Data Educator
of the Society of Data Educators; in 1975 the Commonwealth Award of Merit by the Governor of Pennsylvania;
and in 1988 the Paul Harris Fellow Award. Dr. Miller's civic activities include the Calhoun County Chamber
of Commerce and the Anniston Rotary Club. He is interested in golf, archery, and fishing.
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DR. BASCOM WOODWARD
VICE-PRESIDENT FOR STUDENT AFFAIRS

r. Woodward came to Jacksonville State University in 1972 as

D

the Director of Planning and

Research. Since then, he has been the Dean of University Admissions and Continuing Education

and an Associate Professor of Education. He is presently Vice President for Student Affairs.

The student affairs division that for which Dr. Woodward is responsible includes Residence Life,
Intramural Sports, Student Counseling Center, Student Health Care, Career Development and Placement
Services, Student Financial Aid, University Police, Student Activities, Veterans Affairs, and Student
Development. When asked if there was anything he would change about student affairs, Dr. Woodward
said there were areas that he would like to expand. "I'd like to employ more counselors. I'd improve
student activities and help all the groups. Again it goes back to financial resources."
Dr. Woodward has a wife and two children. He attended the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa,
earning a Bachelor of Science in Education, a Master of Arts in Educational Administration, and a
Doctorate of Education. He thinks JSU is "a very fine school. I've had a great experience here over
the years. It's just like anything- you have ups and downs. But as I look back it's very rewarding.
I've been lucky - I've had a lot of good people working for me.” The one thing he would change about
JSU is the funding received. He says that if he could change it, the school would get significantly
more.
Dr. Woodward has served as a member of the Athletic Council, the University Admissions Committee,
Budget Committee, Printing and Publications Committee, Honors and Awards Committee, JSU Development
Council, and Scholarship and Financial Aid Committee.
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DR. DAVID WATTS
VICE-PRESIDENT OF ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
acksonville State University's Vice President of Academic Affairs is David Watts.

J

A native of

San Antonio, Texas, Dr. Watts earned his undergraduate degree in English and sociology at the
University of Texas, Austin. He earned his master's and doctorate degrees in sociology at the

State University of New York, Buffalo. He has been at JSU since 1993: before coming here he was the
Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at Southeastern Louisiana University. He is a well- known
expert on drug abuse and has served as a consultant for the Center for Substance Abuse Prevention and
CSR, Inc. Dr. Watts' department handles all academic programs in the university. He says that in the
coming year that every degree program in the university will probably undergo mergers in programs and
colleges to live with the means provided. According to Dr. Watts, "Program review will substantially
impact the whole university." He believes JSU is a comprehensive university, with students getting a
wide range of academic and extracurricular programs and that the university is dedicated to deliver
ing an educational product and ensuring that students have the best opportunity for employment after
graduation. Dr. Watts says, "I'd like to have lower tuition and higher state support for higher edu
cation. I am deeply concerned about state support for higher education for our students."
Dr. Watts is a member of Phi Eta Sigma and Phi Beta Kappa. The Sociology Program, of the Southwest
Texas State University Department of Sociology/Anthropology,

received the American Sociological

Association's Distinguished Contributions to Teaching Award in August, 1990, based on the accomplish
ments of the program under the leadership of Dr. Watts from 1981-1990. He is a member of the Jackson
ville Exchange Club and the Board of Directors for the Agency for Substance Abuse Prevention in
Anniston. The Anniston Star selected him as Volunteer of the Month in July 1994. Dr. Watts lives in
Jacksonville with his wife Denise. They have four children; two at home, and a son and a daughter
that live out of state.
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JACK HOPPER
VICE PRESIDENT OF INSTITUTIONAL
ADVANCEMENT
ack Hopper, Vice President of Institutional Advancement at Jacksonville State University,

J

graduated from the University of Alabama in 1962 and had graduate courses in Education at JSU.

His department handles development, fundraising, Alumni, government relations, news bureau,

sports information, advertising and publications, athletic fundraising, campus tours, and public
relations in general.
When asked about what he would change about Institutional Advancement, Hopper had this to say:
"We're gonna have to work harder and get better results. Alumni is where it comes from." According to
Hopper JSU needs to get better and somewhat larger. "I think we perform our mission (to educate
northeast Alabama) well. We have a lot of students who are first generation college students. We've
turned out a lot of famous people here." He is a member of the Calhoun County Chamber of Commerce,
Advisory Committee to Alabama Commission on Higher Education, Council for Advancement and Support of
Higher Education, Jacksonville State University Foundation,

Sigma Delta Chi (professional journalism

society), Gadsden Quarterback Club, Jacksonville State University Gamecock Club, Kappa Alpha Frater
nity,

and a charter member of the Alabama Film Commission.

Before he came to JSU, Hopper worked at the

Birmingham News. He won Associated Press awards for

three of the five years that he was associated with the paper. Other awards include the Distinguished
Service Award from JSU in 1987, the Big N Award for coverage of the Selma to Montgomery Civil Rights
March, and the Jacksonville State University Board of Trustees named the dining hall after Hopper in
1980. He has a wife and two children.
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FACULTY AND STAFF
Adrian F. Aveni
Sociology

Barry Hubert

Greg Barrett
Music

Lisa Bedford

Math

Kathy Cambron
Joy Brindle
Institutional Development
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Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff

Jacqueline Carter
Biology

Nelson Coleman

Stanley Cates
Chemistry

Janice Costello, O.P.
Librarian 5th Floor

Alice N. Cusimano

Gary Dempsey

Student Affairs
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Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff

Amy Kaye Driggers

Robyn Eoff
Communications

Frank E. Feild
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Sandy Ford

Fred Gant

Jonathan Gilbert

Chemistry

Criminal Justice

Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff

Judy Harrison

Brice Hay

Miyo Haynes
Bursar's Office

Arland Henning

Christopher Horsfield

William Hubbard
University Librarian
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Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff

Vi Hunter

John J. Jones
English

Susan M. Jones
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John Johnson

Susan Jones

Dr. Franklin L. King

Facultv/Staff*Facultv/Staff*Facultv/Staff*Faculty/Staff

Millicent King
Admissions

Daniel Miller
Disabled Student Services

Stephanie Morgan
Athletic Department

Sonja McAbee

Pat Miller

Sue Miller
Disabled Student Services
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Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff

Cheryl Norred

Dr. Janet Woody Ramsey
Psychology

Joseph A. Serviss

Sara F. Starling

Institutional Development

Debbie Taylor
Student Activities
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Keith Thomas

Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff

Debra Thompson

Pam Torruella

LaRilda VanSandt

Evin Thompson

Nancy Lynn Turner

Joy Warren
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Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff*Faculty/S

Gwen Westbrook

Barbara T.

Wilson

t a

Janet B.

White

Randal Wood
Criminal Justice

David Zeigler
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Mike Zenanko

f f

Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff*Faculty/Staff

Military Science Department
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Carra McWhorter

Senior Admissions Counselor

Kelly Roberts
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Chris Dempsey Admissions Counselor

Admissions Counselor

Eric McCulley

Admissions counselor

Jerry Smith

Martha Mithchell

Acting Director of Admissions

Dean of Admissions and Records
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W ho’s W ho
Am ong Students in
Am erican Universities
and Colleges
Q: Why did you come to JSU?
Banu Akan

Istanbul, Turkey

Computer Science/Finance

“...International House Program"

Christy Allison

Bridgeport, AL

Elementary Education

"...Because of the excellent education program and it was recommended by a
lot of my high school teachers."

92 A c a d e m ic s

Yvonne Benavides

-Alexandria, AL

Sociology

“...I first came to JSU because it was close to home. I have grown to love
this beautiful campus and all the opportunities it has held for me."

Joe Blair

Alexandria, AL

Art

"...Because of convenience."

Melanie Black

Centre, AL

English/German Secondary Education

"...My desire has been to teach for many years and JSU has a reputation for
producing good teachers."

Samantha Bone

Florence, AL

Biology

"...I received an academic scholarship and everybody was so great and
friendly."

Melanie Bottoms

Hokes Bluff, AL

Merchandising

"...I wanted to be a ballerina but I found so much more that made me want to
stay."
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Q: What will you miss most about JSU
Bob Boyle

Guntersville, AL

Physical Education

"...I'll miss my friends, instructors,and all the people I've had the
opportunity to work with while I was here."

Raquel Bryant

Nashville, TN

Counselor Education

"...I'll miss working in the office of minority affairs."

Claudia Cardinal

Niederklein, Germany

Psychology

"...Being a carefree undergraduate student."

April Christopher

Anniston, AL

Biology

"...All the friends I have made over the past four years."
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Karen Coffey

Piedmont, AL

Counseling Education

"...The other students and the professors in the counseling department.”

Stephanie Davis

Wellington, AL

Exercise Science and Wellness

"...I will miss the sporting events and people I have become close to during the
past few years.”

Daniel Dean

Tallassee, AL

Criminal Justice

“...I am not leaving— I hope to start graduate school here in June 97.”

Susan Denney

Atalla, AL

Secondary Education

"...All the friends I have made here.”

Lisa Prater Dumire

Jacksonville, AL

Criminal Justice

"...The friends I have made working in the criminal justice office and all the
people associated with Brewer Hall.”
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Ryan Fordham

Woodland, AL

Criminal Justice

"...The friendships with fellow student and the friendly atmosphere that has
helped me adjust to college life."

Heather Formby

Spring Garden, AL

Early Childhood/Elementary Education

Sesalea Fuller

Jacksonville, AL

Geography

"...The small size of the campus, the surroundings, and the professors on
campus whom I/ve made lifelong friends with."

Amy Gilchrist

Southside, AL

Exercise Science and Wellness

"...My teachers, they have been very supportive and have truly bent over
backwards to help me out."

Jeffrey Gotham

Leeds, AL

Social Work

"...I will miss my readers and Disabled Student Services."
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Jennifer Harbison

Birmingham, AL

Nutrition

"...I have made a lot of lifelong friends.
college memories that I will soon miss."

Diana Hensley

Norfolk, VA

They have been apart of my great

Accounting

"...I have grown very fond of the close group of friends I have made in the ac
counting and business related fields."

Steven Herston

Florence, AL

Exercise Science and Wellness

"...All of the people that I have with my friends, my girlfriend, professors, and
staff."

Trina Holley

Birmingham, AL

Clinical Psychology

“...Friends."

Chad Hopper

Centre, AL

Accounting

"...I will miss everything about JSU."
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Q: What is your greatest memory of JSU?
Eve Ann Horton

Oxford, AL

Nursing

"...Being in the top 5 of JSU Homecoming 1996."

Shane James

Russellville, AL

Management

"...My greatest JSU memory is being a member of the basketball team."

Beverly Ann Kennedy

Heflin, AL

Elementary Education

"...Being apart of the Gamecock Hostesses during official visits."

Virginia A. Kochan

Jacksonville, AL

Home Economics Education

"...During the summer of 1996, I was appointed to South Korea where I was
able to share my faith as I taught English to Korean University Students."
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Michael Maniscalco

Oxford, AL

Exercise Science and Wellness

"...When the Jax State Football team won the National Championship in 1992."

R.M. Shelly Marlowe

Berryville, Arkansas

Psychology/Sociology

"...It will probably be walking across the stage to accept mydiploma."

Kristi Ann Miller

Walnut Grove, AL

Psychology

"...My best memory is of Dr. Peters' History and Theories of Psychology Class.
finally got an A out of him.”

Staci Shelton-Miller

Scottsboro, AL

I

Psychology/Sociology

"All of my classes at JSU provided me with very unique and cherisable memories."

Toree Renae Myers

Jacksonville, AL

Chemistry
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Q: What are your future plans?
Cissie Nelson

Trussville, AL

Finance

"...To obtain a M.B.A. and to possibly persue a career in the banking indus
try."

Christopher Neil Ormond

Gardendale, AL

Special Education

"...To find a teaching position as soon as possible and start my professional
life as a teacher."

Jonathan A. Owen

Alexandria, AL

Finance

"...To attend the Cumberland School of Law on the campus of Samford Univer
sity. Sometime in the future I see myself in the political arena.

Tonya Phillips

Ohatchee, AL

Vocal Performance

"...I want to become a professional musician. I also want to be a part of
music in local churches as well as give private music lessons."
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Alana Chantal Richey

Prattville, AL

Geography

"...I plan to get a Master's Degree in Meteorology at some point in time."

Shannon Larale Roper

Anniston, AL

Elementary Education

"...I plan to teach for several years, obtain my masters and doctorate. After
wards, I would like to become a principal or own my own day care center.

Dickcon Forster Sadi
Administration

Kuchung, Sarawak, Malaysia

Economics and Business

“...Successfully working for an international company in the field of manage
ment or Economics."

Nacole Scott

Elementary Education

"...To be a successful school teacher with a family and to hopefully have time
to enjoy life.

Carrie Sitz
"...I want to

Gadsden, AL

Computer Information Systems

find work in my field and possibly go to graduate school.
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Q: What advice would you give to a new JSU student?

Kerri LeAnn Sprayberry

Anniston, AL

Biology

"...Be involved in as many extracurricular activities as possible to promote
well-being and character.

April Chambers Stewart
"...Do not give up.

Oxford, AL

Elementary Education

Do not be influenced to do what you know is wrong."

Angela S. Howell-Veltz

Anniston, AL

Psychology/Scoiology

"...The best advice would be, get to know your instructors, and ask ques
tions.

Amanda Weathers

Boaz, AL

Elementary Education

"...I would encourage them to enjoy the college life. Academically, I would
encourage them to follow the recommended course guide in the field they
choose."
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Michelle Westerhausen

Rhonda Yvonne Wilks

Placentia, California

Arab, AL

Nursing

Secondary Math and English

“...Attend your classes, and do your work. If you will do these things, your
professors and other faculty will be very helpful and understanding to you."

Christy Wilson

Lafayette, GA

Accounting

“...Get involved! That is the way to meet new people and that is where your
memories will come from!”

Tracy Wright

Guntersville, AL

Social Work

“...Get involved. Whether you choose a Greek organization, SGA, or a club-form
relationships that will serve as support systems. And don't limit yourself to
one aspect of college life. Do all that you can without overextending your
self."
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ATHLETICS

NEW FACES AT JSU
FOOTBALL
LOOKING FOR
ANSWERS
VOLLEYBALL
SOFTBALL
BASEBALL
TENNIS
SOCCER
RIFLE TEAM
CHEERLEADERS
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o one saw it coming. There was hardly any
warning. It simply wasn't supposed to
happen. Nobody expected Jacksonville
State to be 1-9 at the end of it’s season. No way.
No one is more befuddled than Bill Burgess.
“ We hoped to be 5-0,” at mid-season, said the
Gam ecocks’ coach. “ We missed, missed it a
long way.”
The high hopes Burgess harbored for the
1996 JSU football team were built on the backs
of the 1995 Gamecocks. Jax State went 7-4 in
its inaugural Division I-AA season, a success
ful mark by most standards. Take 16 returnees,
throw in a year o f experience and it’s easy to see
why this was to be the season JSU made its
mark in Division I-AA football.
Instead, Division I-AA made its mark on
JSU, leaving a shell-shocked team to cope with
the pain and disappointment o f an 0-5 start, and
then a 1-9 season.
At midseason when Burgess was asked what
happened, he replied. “ We just haven’t played
well enough to win the games we played. It’s
my fault. I’m the coach.”
It’s hardly fair to place the blame on one
m an’s shoulders. Burgess hasn’t coughed up
the football at the goal line or drawn a single
flag for a false start. But he understands the
what-have-you-done-for-m e-lately world of
college coaching.

N
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At midseason JSU ’s 0-5 start planted
him on the hot seat. Before the season
started, he received a one-year contract
extension that was evaluated after 1996
season, a departure from the two-year
rollovers he had previously received.
Burgess wasn’t the only one with high
expectations.
JSU Athletic Director Jerry Cole ex
plained his hopes before the season. “ If
we’re gonna play ball with the big boys,”
Cole said, “ “w e’ve got to produce this
year. W e’ve got to be competitive and
w e’ve got to improve.”
Asked what would constitute an im
provement on a 7-4 season. Cole replied.

“ You win eight games, I guess.” After the
Gamecocks dropped to 0-4, he said.
Disappointment would be an understatement.
We hoped to do better. We expected to do
better.”
Detailing what’s happened is like trying to
explain the fall o f the Roman Empire. Rome
w asn’t built in a day and it certainly took longer
than 24 hours to fall apart.
JSU ’s 1996 season miseries can 't be traced to
one person, one play, one game, or one prob
lem. The 1-9 season was brought on by a
combination of false starts, fumbles and fam
ine most associated with the G am ecock’s of
fense.

Ed Hill/JSU

At midseason Burgess said, “ The
biggest disappointment is we c an't run
the football right now. You can’t win if
you can’t run the football.”
The Gamecocks went to 1-formation
this season, hoping to bolster their breadand-butter rushing attack. Instead, the
grind-it -out running game has been
grounded. At midseason JSU had gone
from ninth in the nation in rushing last
year, averaging 241 yards per game, to
97th (114 yards).
The offensive line, referred to as the
team ’s strength coming in, had been
unable to hold up under pressure of

opposing defenses. The first sign came in
game one, when Burgess admitted, "W est
Georgia just whipped our blocks.”
It’s taken some time to get used to the
blocking schemes in the I-formation. but as
left gaurd Jeremy Tull noted during the
season, the linemen need to get used to each
other. The only person who occupied the
same starting spot he held during the 1995
season was center Jason Hass.
As a result false start penalties and pen
etration-as e v id e n c e d by the six sacks and
102 yards lost to Southwest Missouri Statehave limited the Gam ecock’s success. The
first possession against Nicholls State ex

amplifies the problems.
First-and-10 - False start. Montressa Kirby
gains six yards. Second-and-9 - Amel Jack
son is hit in the backfield for a three yard
loss. Third-and-12 - False start. Third-and17 - Fumble when Kirby pitches the ball into
Gabe W alton’s facemask.
Fumbles. They, too, have taken their toll.
The Gam ecock’s fumbled 21 times in their
first seven games, losing 13. often leading to
big scoring plays that have been the down
fall of the otherwise solid JSU defense.
Against West Georgia, the Gam ecock’s
couldn't rally because they turned the ball
over on four o f their last five possessions.
There was the facemask fumble at Nicholls
State that quickly put JSU in a 7-0 hole after
a 19-yard touchdown pass. Two plays after
JSU fumbled in a tie game against UAB, the
Blazers got a 38-yard winning touchdown
pass.
The fumbles have been a large reason the
Gamecocks experienced a second-half fam
ine. which cost them. JSU scored its first
second half touchdown of the season with
7:53 left in the third quarter against Middle
Tennessee.
The good thing about the 1996 season was
how the players refused to give up. They
fought and scratched despite losing in the
end. Their effort was a valient one and Coach
Bill Burgess never lost hope in his team.

(Top of Page): JSU coach Bill
Burgess still tries to encour
age his team despite their
disappointing season.
One of the few bright spots on
the season was this touchdown
pass from Montressa Kirby to
Chad Caldwell (21) against West
ern Kentucky help lead the
Gamecocks to its first only
victory of the season with a 3420 victory.
(O p p o s i t e
Page
):The
disappointment of the 1996
season can be read on Head
Coach Bill Burgess's face.
After leading the Gamecocks
to the 1992 Division II Cham
pionship, the Gamecocks have
fell on hard times.

Russell Lee Taylor/Mimosa
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BY STEVE SALAZAR

ENTERING HIS SECOND SEASON AS QUARTERBACK, MONTRESSA
KIRBY LEARNS SOME HARD LESSONS ABOUT COLLEGE FOOTBALL.

Hespent the
final few
m inutes
alone, sitting only
beside his helmet
on a long alumi
num bench under a
big sky. As he
watched backup
Brooks Barron run
out the final min
utes of a 42-10 loss,
Montressa Kirby
appeared to be
waiting for that sky
to fall.
“ If you’re going
to be a quarterback
you’ll have great
days,” said Jack
sonville State
coach Bill Bur
gess, “ and then
you’ll have days
you feel the
world’s going to fall on you.”
This was one of those days.
Heck this has been one of
those years.
“ It’s been the same old
story all year,” Kirby said
sadly, in a tone that suggested
that it was not over yet. “ We
just turn the ball over when we
don’t need to. The whole year’s
been like that. No one’s used
to losing. Losing like this is
nothing to get used to.”
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Yet arguably no Gamecock
has had a tougher time taking
loss after loss. The burden of
losing falls first on the shoul
ders of the coach and, when
there’s any blame left over, it
usually winds up weighting
down on the starting quarter
back.
It’s something Kirby never
really had to deal with before
this season. He is the local kid
who made a big splash in high

school. Kirby came to JSU
two years ago, fresh from
leading Anniston High
School to the Class 6A state
championship.
He threw for 1,900 yards
and 20 touch downs, rushed
for 350 yards and 10 scores,
and was named MVP of
Calhoun County and the
MVP in the title game.
His trophies hardly had
time to collect dust, before

Montressa Kirby(left), escapes from the
pocket to pick up some yardage against Western
Kentucky. JSU was able to pull off there only
victory against Western Kentucky, with a
34-20 romp over the Hilltoppers.
Against Samford(below), the Gamecocks suf
fered a 27-17 heartbreaking loss on Parents Day.

Russell Lee Taylor/Mimosa

the freshman got thrown into
Division I-AA college foot
ball. He responded by earning
the starting quarterback spot
midway through his freshman
season and never letting go.
Kirby and JSU weren’t bril
liant last season, but he didn’t
throw a single interception and
the Gamecocks finished 7-4.
A year later, Kirby found him
self alone on a cold bench left
to contemplate a season that
has JSU finishing at 1-9.
“ It’s been a learning expe
rience,” he said. “ I’m learn
ing what I should do and what
I shouldn’t.”

Offensive coordinator
Charles Kelly knows it’s in
Kirby’s nature to take the
blame for his team, be he sim
ply won’t buy it.
“ Montressa’s made a lot of
big plays for us,” he said. “ I
wouldn’t trade him for any
body.”
Neither would Burgess, who
pointed out that Kirby is just
19 years old. “ He’s still a
sophomore,” Burgess said.
Actually, he can be pretty
much classified as a junior
after 19 games this season.
Still, the 19-year old has
handled more adversity than

Steve Wolfe/Mimosa

most teenagers ever face and
he’s done so with the leader
ship of a fifth-year senior.
“ When bad things happen
you got to put them out of your
mind and execute,” Burgess
said. “ He’s learning. He’s
learning the hard way but he’s
learning .”
it leads Burgess to believe
that brighter days are ahead
for both Kirby and the Game
cocks.
“ He’s the guy to lead them,”
he said. “ He’s good now but
he’11be great before he leaves.”
Steve Salazar/Anniston Star
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TheKickingGame
hane Seamons, the Sophomore from
Decatur, led the Gamecocks with seven
field goals on the season. His longest field
goal was from 44 yards against West Georgia.

S
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Even with his best efforts though his kicking game was not enough to lift the Gamecocks to victory
against any of their opponents.
In the Western Kentucky game Seamons talents were never called upon, except to answer with an
point after attempt. Seamons was able to complete 18 out of 20 point after attempts on the season.
Seamons was a first-team All-State selection for former JSU coach Dyer Carlisle while attending
Austin High School in Decatur. He connected on 23-of-25 PAT’s and 10-of-13 field goal’s while a
senior. He had two field goals from 50 yard's or more, including a 52 yard field goal.
Russell Lee Taylor
Shane Seamons
( 3 9 ) , left and
opposite page, field
goal kicker for
JS U shows his
abilities
by
consistently put
ting
the
ball
through the up
rights.

Ed Hill/JSU
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DEFENSIVEPower
evon Garth, the Junior from Decatur,
established himself as an excellent de
fensive tackle during the 1996 season.

Z
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Hailing from Decatur High School, he was selected as first team All-State by two different publications.
He helped lead Decatur High School to 10-3 and 11-1 records his junior and senior seasons.
During the 1996 season as a Gamecock he recorded 39 tackles (11 solos) to help further increase JSU’s
presence as a defensive threat in the 1997 season.

(Oppisite Page):
Zevon Garth forces
the quarterback of
Middle Tennessee
State to throw a
pass before he is
taken down.

(Right):
Zevon
Garth digs in as
the Samford offen
sive line is able
to control the JSU
defense.

Ed Hill/JSU
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s the 1996 season slowly progressed, it
became evident early on that the
Gamecock’s were in trouble.
Steve Wolfe/Mimosa

After a 30-10 home opening loss to West Georgia, the
Gamecocks lost some of their attendance attraction. The next three games were on the road though. The
Gamecocks fell to Nicholls State 21-8, UAB 24-17, and S.W. Missouri State 34-9.
Despite an 0-4 start, attendance was high for homecoming, as the Gamecocks hosted Middle Tennessee
St. But after the smoke had settled , the Gamecocks were 0-5, with a 30-23 loss. Finally game six brought
the first victory to the Gamecock’s as defeated Western Kentucky 34-20. It was a welcome win for a team
that had so many tough breaks
in a tough season.
Unfortunately though, the
Gamecock’s would not receive
another break for the 1996 sea
son. They dropped the last four
games in heartbreaking losses
to Samford, 27-17, Troy State,
31-21, Stephen F. Austin, 4210, and N.E. Louisiana, 31-28.
Russell Lee Taylor
(Right) Montressa Kirby(11)
passed for 1131 yards com
pleting 82-of-182 passes,
while throwing 11 intercep
tions and rushing for 385
yards on the season.

(Oppisite page):
Montressa Kirby felt like he
was on the run many times this
season as he lost 194 yards on
rushing attempts plus being
sacked 6 times.

Ed Hill/JSU

114 FOOTBALL

MIKE WILLIAMS : BUILDING A FOOTBALL TEAM

F

J

STARTING

r o m

S cratch

acksonville State surprised everyone in
hiring former Southern Mississippi as
sistant coach Mike Williams as the new
Gamecock head football coach. Mike Wil
liams, who spent the last seven years as a
member of the Southern Mississippi coach
ing staff, was named the new Gamecocks
head coach on Dec. 20.
Many people were expecting JSU to hire
North Alabama's Bobby Wallace, who has
taken UNA to three consecutive Division II
national championships from 1993-1995.

“I’m extremely
excited about the
opportunity to
coach... JSU has
great potential.
I’m certainly
looking forward
to the challenge. ”
Mike Williams

Williams, who
has never been a
head coach at the
collegiate level,
will have a rough
road ahead of him
in reconstructing
the G am ecocks
football program.
After an impres
sive 7-4 record in
their debut season
at the Division I-

AA level, the Gamecocks stumbled into a
brick wall in the 1996 season with a
disappointing 1-9 record.
Williams first task will be to work out the
turnover plague that haunted JSU all sea
son. The Gamecocks gave up the ball 27
times on the season, 14 of those turnovers
came in the form of fumbles.
A lot is expected from Williams in his first
season as the Gamecocks new coach, but he
is not making any promises about winning a
championship, but he does plan to get the
students back into the game. Crowd atten
dance is seen as one of the main concerns of
the Gamecock football program, a lack of it
that is.
Williams is taking over for Bill Burgess,
who spent the last 12 seasons at JSU and
took JSU to the 1992 Division II national
title. Burgess will be missed, and his ac
complishments as JS U ’s coach will never
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Williams gets into the swing of
things as the new JSU Head Coach,
teaching his new team the funda
mentals of the game to help bring
back a winning tradition at JSU.
be overlooked.
Williams has big shoes to fill, but he
promises a hard-nose team week-in and
week-out. Bringing a winning team back
to JSU will be tough, especially with the
fierce competition in recruiting in col
lege football today.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Going into the recruiting process, JSU
coaches were looking for linemen and
defensive backs. Recruiting coordina
tor, Eddie Stephenson, said those posi
tions were key for the future success of
the program, not just the season's whiteflag areas.
"W e filled our numbers at both of
those positions, for the most part,”
Stephenson said. “But linebacker is
where we really did well. Going into it,

“All the kids we got
are A’s. We aren’t
going to sign some
one just to signing
someone. We
signed only quality
kids.”

if we didn't get
quality lineback
ers this year we
were OK. But the
guys w e’ ve got
com in g in are
great players.”
W illia m ’ s
inaugural recruit
ing class best sums up his plan for the
Gamecock football in the coming years.
The class is stocked full of speed, on both
offense and defense, and the tools to help
open up JS U ’s offense.
“Our goal on offense is to be able to throw
the ball 60 percent of the time,” Stephenson
said. “ We want a 60/40 mix (of passing and
running). We want to get that scoreboard
burning up.”
Asked to grade the staff s first recruiting
class, Stephenson gave it an A, Williams an
A minus.
“All the kids we got are A ’s,” Williams
said. “But we needed one more defensive
lineman inside. We got some great defen
sive ends, but there weren’t many inside
guys. We weren’t going to sign someone
just be signing someone. We signed only
quality kids.”
Williams will retain three coaches from
the Burgess era. He will keep Patrick Nix
on, but likely as quarterbacks coach. Nix
was Auburn’s starting quarterback from
1994-1995, and joined Burgess’s coaching
staff in 1996 as running backs coach. Also
being kept are Charles Kelly(offensive co
ordinator under Burgess in 1996) and Greg
Stewart(defensive secondary coach).
The 1997 season will be something to be
looked forward, as a whole new ball game
comes to town. It will be a much more
exciting game for the fans, as Gamecock
football rolls into town with a new attitude
and dedication to winning.

Mike Williams

(Top) : Williams brings a new kind of
football and excitement to "Game
cock Country, " giving players handson advice on playing the game.
(Bottom): Williams observes block
ing drills, correcting players on
the proper talking techniques.
Steven Wolfe/Mimosa
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D ick B eLL’S
CROSS C ountry
G amecocks

After a 10 year absence from
competition. Jacksonville State
-reinstated its mens and womens
cross country teams in 1995.
Along with reinstating the cross coun
try program, it also re-hired Dick Bell,
who has been associated with cross
country and track and field either par
participating or teaching for over 40 years, to be the
head coach.
Bell ran track (1964 to 1967) and played football
(1963-66) at Jacksonville State where he received a
Bachelor of Science in Biology and Physical Educa
tion in 1968.
Following graduation he coached track at
Lipscomb Junior High School in Birmingham for
one year before joining the U.S. Marine Corps
where he ran track for one year during his service.
After his time in the Marines, Bell was hired at
Lincoln High School in nearby Talladega where he
coached track and field from 1971-73.
He returned to Jacksonville State and received a
Master of Science in Health. Physical Education
and Recreation in 1974.
After graduation he coached track at Weaver High
School in Weaver, AL, from 1974-75.
Bell came back to JSU in 1975 to direct the intra
mural sports program and to teach in the HPER
department before taking over the women's track
and cross country teams in 1977.
He coached the women's track and cross country
teams from 1977-84. He guided the Lady Game
cocks cross country team to the nationals from
1979-82, where they finished 22nd in 1981 and 21st
in 1982. In regional meets Bell led cross country
teams to three second place finishes and a third place
finish during the run of national appearances. Dur
ing his coach stint he coached JSU’s only AllAmerican in track. Coco Collins.

Dick Bell waits near the finish
line, stop watch in hand, look
ing for any of his runners to top
the hill, to sprint to the
finish line.
Steve Wolfe/Mimosa
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Steve Wolfe/Mimosa

(Top of Page): Gamecock
runners are off to the races
as the gun blasts in the
Second Annual Jacksonville
State Invitational.

(Bottomof Page) : JSU Women's
Cross Country team huddles
up to keep warm waiting for
the start of the race.
Steve Wolfe/Mimosa
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LookingtoTomorrow
Lady Gamecock
VOLLEYBALL
Steve Wolfe/Mimosa

The Jack so n v ille State U n iv e rsity ’ s
Women’s Volleyball Team had a disap
pointing outcome to their 1996 season.
“ It’s not easy to have a losing season,’’said
Head Coach Janice Slay of her team’s 16wins
and 18 losses. But Slay, just finishing her
17th season as head coach at JSU, feels her
team was capable of a winning season and a
Trans America Athletic Conference Tour
nament appearance. “ In the TAAC, volley
ball is divided into 3 divisions of play: East,
West, South. JSU is in the West and com 
petes against Southeast Louisiana, Samford,
and Centenary. The top two teams in each
division go to the “Tournament.
“ Samford is always a team to battle for a
qualifying position,” said Slay. “ We ended
up 2-2 against them this season, but they
beat us when it counted.” These two games
placed the Lady Gamecocks third behind
Samford.
This year, the team loses three seniors. It
will be hard to replace their positions as
there are holes to be found at setter (Robyn
Carpenter), outside hitter (Amanda Sandlin),
and middle hitter (Angela Woodard)
Two “ big” matches that proved the vol
leyball team can play at a high competitive
level, is when they defeated the UNC
Asheville and UT-Chatanooga.” Both of
these teams have been great volleyball pow
ers.” We defeated them after long 3- hour,
5 game matches,” said Slay.
After this year of experience, Slay sees
her team as a top contender at the TAAC
tournament next year.
Rachel Riddell
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Jessica Pohl(8), Amie Crow(21), and Kelly
Rhinehart(13) give each other a high five
after driving an ace for the Gamecocks.

Ed Hill/JSU

JSU
3
2
3
3
3
1
0
3
1
3
3
1
2
0
0
3
0
3
0
3
1
1
3
3
2
3
1
2

O pp

UAB
South Alabama
Jackson State
Samford
Georgia Southern
College of Charleston
Georgia Tech.
UNC-Asheville
Furman
IM
UT-Chatanooga
Mercer
Samford
Stetson
College of Charleston
Samford
S.E.Louisiana
Jackson State
Troy State
Centenary
S.E.Louisiana
Mississippi State
Alabama State
Centenary
Troy State
Mississippi State
Samford
Mercer

RECORD

0
3
1
1
0
3
3
1
3
1
2
3
3
3
3
2
3
1
3
0
3
3
1
0
3
1
3
3
WON-16 LOST-18

Ed Hill/JSU
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LADYGAMECOCKVOLLEYBALL
HEAD COACH JANICE SLAY
espite a disappointing 16-19 season Janice Slay
has seen better times as head coach. Her overall
record as the head coach of the Lady Gamecocks
Volleyball Team is 436-288. Quite an impressive record,
when you think of the competition JSU has to face.

D

During her tenure as head coach she has co llected two Gulf South
Conference and an Association of Intercollegiate Athletics for
Women titles while receiving runner-up honors nine times and
finishing fourth twice.

Ed Hill/JSU

In 1984 and 1989 Slay was Gulf South Conference “Coach of the Year" and in 1978 she was named Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics for Women “Coach of the Year.”
1995 marked teh first season for Jacksonville State in Division I. Coach Slay guided the Lady Gamecocks to a 17-23 record
and earned a place in the Trans-America Athletic Conference Tournament by virtue of the number of the number two spot in
the TAAC Western Division.
Slay attended Bradshaw High School in Florence, where she was as All-State selection in 1971 and then continued her
education and athletic career at UNA. After receiving her Bachelor of Science and Physical Education in 1975, she began her
coaching career as a graduate assistant at the University of Mississippi.
A year later she was named assistant coach at Southwest Baptist University, where she spent three years before coming to
Jacksonville State in 1979.

Ed Hill/JSU
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Pictured Left to Right:
Bottom Row: Robyn Carpenter,
Jessica Pohl, Janice Slay, Kelly
Rhinehart, Liza Hicks.
Middle Row: Amanda Sandlin,
Amie Crow, Dana Bryant, Amy
Reaves, Candie Terry, Jolanda
Gardner, Rob Webb.
Top Row: Angela Woodard, Kim
Carney , Melanie Linder.

Ed Hill/JSU

Amy Reaves(left) a Sopho
more Middle Hitter from
Weaver,AL and Amanda
Sandlin a Senior Outside
Hitter from Carbon Hill,
Al, gave all they had
during the 1996 season to
rack up some pretty im
pressive stats for "The
Lady Gamecocks."

(Oppistite Page, "Bottom
Left): Coach Slay gives
"The Lady Gamecocks" a few
pointers and some needed
advice to help lift their
spirit.

Steve Wolfe/Mimosa
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LadyGamecockVolleyball
Digging In and

Setting Up

Dana Bryant(7), a
Sophomore Outside
Hitter from Jackson
ville, AL digs in to
one
as
Candie
Terry (10) , and Amanda
Sandlin(9) look on.

Ed Hill/JSU
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Jessica Pohl, a Freshman
from Dayton, Ohio, sets
the ball up, as her team
mates Amanda Sandlin(9),
Melanie Linder (2), and Dana
Bryant(7) back her up.

Ed Hill/JSU

Amanda Sandlin(9) a Senior
Outside Hitter from Carbon
Hill, AL sets one up as Amy
Reaves(3)
an d
Kim
Carney(20) look on.

Ed Hill/JSU
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Improving
T oward
Perfection
he Lady Gamecock Soccer
team finished the 1996 season
with their best record in their
second year of competition.
Gamecocks bested their record of four
wins from the 1995 season to six.
They also picked up their first win
over a non-first or second year pro
gram when they defeated the Univer
sity of South Alabama 3-2 at home.
The Lady Gamecocks also gave
some of the better teams in the TAAC
trouble this season. In a match versus
Mercer went on the finish one game
out of second place and a trip to the
conference tourney. Another match
in which JSU gave a TAAC team a
scare was against West Division
champ. Centenary. The Lady Game
cocks lost two to nothing, but the
Ladies did not score until about ten
minutes left in the match. They also
gave West runner-up Georgia State a
big scare, in their last game of the
season. The Lady Gamecocks lost 32 in overtime, but JSU had a comer
shot just barely deflected by the GSU
goal keeper at the end of regulation to
preserve the tie.
Next season the TAAC will expand

T

in Women’s soccer with Jackson
ville State University and Troy State
joining the conference, and Samford
The
starting
a women’s program. The
conference divisional setup will be
like this:
East: Campbell, Charleston,
Georgia State, Jacksonville,
Mercer.

Amy Buchanan, who was second on the
team in points with 12, sets up to
drive one in for the Lady Gamecocks.
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West: Centenary, Jacksonville
State, Samford, Troy State.
South: Central Florida, Florida
Atlantic, Florida Interna
tional, Stetson.
Russell Lee Taylor

Ed Hill/JSU

Ed Hill/JSU

Opp

JSU
1

M ercer*

3

11

UAH

0

0

H untingdon

0

2

M iddle Tenn. St.

0

0

UAB

0

1

Centenary*

6

3

S.E. Louisiana*

1

1

Louisiana St.

5

0

New Mexico

5

0

M ercer*

2

0

Georgia State*

3

3

S.E. Louisiana*

0

4

Tennessee Tech.

0

0

Centenary*

2

3

South Alabama

2

1

Auburn

5

0

Florida St.

4

0

Stetson

3

0

Georgia S t.*

3

Diane Bergman, who was first on
the team in points with 16, takes
the ball down the field toward the
goad against Georgia State.

*TAAC Opponnent
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T he 1996 Lady Gamecock Soccer T eam

Ed Hill/JSU

Head Coach Lisa
Howe sets back
and keeps an eye
on one of the
many
games
played at Uni
versity
Field
during the 1996
season.

Steve Wolfe/Mimosa
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AMY BUCHANAN
my
Buchanan
from
Parkland. Florida, stands
apart as one of the best
players on the JSU Soccer Team.
Here she plays a little defense against
the Auburn Tigers in a night game
held at University Field. The side
line was crowded with fans hoping
to see JSU upset the Tigers. Unfor
tunately though the Gamecocks lost
1-5 in a heartbreaking loss.
Amy Buchanon is a sophomore,
who plays midfielder for the Game
cocks. There is a lot expected from
her in the next two years, as the JSU
Soccer Team hopes to build itself up
as one of the best in the TAAC.
With players like Amy Buchanan
it looks like it will be an easy goal to
accomplish. Just get the ball to Amy
and JSU will complete all of the
goals Coach Howe and all the fans
hope to achieve.
Russell Lee Taylor

A

Russell Lee Taylor/Mimosa
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C heering T he W ay
C
To V ictory

heerleading is exactly
what it says it is-Leading
the crowd in cheers. This
often overlooked sport does not
receive the respect that it often
should. The cheerleaders of Jack
sonville State specialize in get
ting the crowd motivated. Moti
vation and determination are the
main driving points in being a
great cheerleader.
Cheerleading is an art-form in
itself. It takes the skill and agility
of a highly energetic and athletic
individual to perform many of
their stunts and drills. Despite the
danger involved cheerleaders
never back down from motivat
ing those they can.
There are no pads, helmets, or
even a floor mat in this demand
ing and grueling sport, but cheer
leaders go forward, where others
have turned back. Cheering is a
daily sport, which requires con
stant practice and physical train

ing to stay at the top of the
game. The physical part is
probably the easiest, though
some would tend to argue
otherwise.
The mental part is the most
challenging by far. How do
you reach into a fan and pull
out their emotions and have
them cheer on the home team
with all their hear? Some
would say this is easy, but
when your team is in a nowin situation, the team still
needs to know that the fans
care and support them.
As long as the cheerleading
squad at JSU stays as topnotch as it has always been,
“ The Fighting Gamecocks”
will always fight for victory,
knowing that the fans are
behind them 100%. This
can only happen with The
G am ecock C heerleaders
leading the way.

Russell Lee Taylor/Mimosa

(Top of Page) :The Jax State
cheerleaders whip-up support
for the home team during half
time at Pete Mathews Coliseum.

(Bottom
uses his
motivate
into the

of Page):Bryan Smith
Gamecock megaphone to
the crowd and get them
game.

(Oppisite Page): Cocky, The
Gamecock Mascot, has been a
constant figure at JSU sporting
events. His antics have enter
tained, amused, and delighted
JSU fans for years on end.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa
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K een

S ig h t

Rifle Team partners Kathy
S c h u n e m a n (l e f t ) , and
Lucinda Roddy (right) take
aim at their targets.

T h e JSU R if l e T e a m
T a k e s A im a t t h e
C o m p e t it io n in t h e

N C A A CH A M P I O N S H I P S
132 RIFLE

Steve Wolfe/Mimosa

(Above): JSU Rifle Team
finished fourth in the air
rifle competition and ninth
over all at the NCAA Cham
pionships in Murray, KY.
The Rifle Team consists
of : F r o m
Left
to
Right:Sitting, Lucinda
Roddy and Kathy Schuneman;
Kneeling, Suresh Parera,
Eric
Litz,
Stephanie
Crossman,and Joshua New
ton; Standing, Susan Rogers
and Corrine Montgomery.
(Left): Senior All-Ameri
can Kathy Schuneman led
the Gamecocks with a fifth
place finish, shooting a
388. Fellow All-American,
sophomore Lucinda Roddy
shot a 386 to finish ninth.
West Virginia won the air
rifle competition with a
score of 1548. The Game
cocks finished with a score
of 1533.
Steve Wolfe/Mimosa
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M akes
P erfect
(Right):
Coach Deboy
teaches one of his pupils
the basics of good marks
manship .
(Below): Taking a break
and clearing your mind is
an important part of "get
ting into the zone," when
it comes to performing at
your very best on the
competitive level.
Ed Hill/JSU

R E A D Y ,

A IM ,

F IR E

P r a c tic e
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JS U

RIFLE TEAM

(Left): Stephanie Crossman, a
sophomore from Steilacoom, Wash
ington, calibrates and adjusts
her rifle to ensure
top-notch
performance, when in comes time to
compete in the NCAA Championships
for the JSU Rifle Team.
(Below) : Make sure that the range
is clear before you walk in front
of this crowd. You might end up
with something in your tail-end
that you wouldn't be proud to show
off.
The JSU rifle team looks
forward to moving targets.
Since
most people are smart enough, they
know better to walk in front of
these sharp-shooters.

Steve Wolfe/Mimosa
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R u n n in ’

W it h

In

Se

T he

G am eco cks

a r c h
o f

M

a g ic

AT
By

JSU
k e n

Patterso n

ill Jones just sat there; his elbows
propped across his knees, both
hands holding onto his headphones.
As he waited to do his post game radio
show, he stared at the headset, let out a deep
sigh dragging across his tired lips.
He just sat there; his eyes no doubt in
some search of a mystical basketball king
dom where all the balls, and all the calls, fall
your way.
Monday night February 3, Pete Mathews
Coliseum looked nothing like that magical
basketball kingdom. All the balls, and,
especially, all the calls, did not fall toward
Jacksonville State.
At times, Jones' Gamecocks perhaps
edged closer to some sense of magical play.
Rusty Brand scored 26 points and pulled
down 13 rebounds, with friend and senior
teammate Aaron Kelley hurting on the bench.
JSU outrebounded its opponent 43-27.
But moments before Jones took his seat, the
final on the scoreboard read Florida Interna
tional 71, JSU 68.
Nothing magical about that.
Four days later JSU-No. 2 in the TAAC
West played host to their conference rival
Samford-No. 1. in the TAAC West. That
night, in the same coliseum, something very
magical needed to happen.
It could have served as a turning point. Jones
and his Gamecocks hoped to avenge their last
loss to Samford. in which the Bulldogs ran
over the Gamecocks 98-77, and regain a tie for

B

136 MEN’S BASKETBALL
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the lead in the West.
“ Pack Pete”was seen as a wake-up call for
some JSU’s students, alumni and for basketball
fans across Calhoun County.
Only 400-plus fans showed up that Monday
night for the Florida International game at Pete
Mathews Coliseum, a 5.000-plus seat facility.
Samford was expected to bring at least that many
Bulldog fans with them for the confrontation.
Talk about timing-the “ Pack Pete” game marked
the first ever televised game from Pete Mathews
Coliseum.
It was a good chance for JSU students to show
support. It was a good opportunity for everyone
to show this county isn't just about football.
Five years ago, Jones could expect 2,500 to

3,500 fans to fill Pete Mathews Coliseum for
a key conference contest. Yes, Division II’s
gone, but so are all the excuses the past four
years.
And don't think the players don’t notice.
“ Mine and Aaron's first year away from
Division II,” Brand said, “ the attendance fell
off some, sure, but those who come to the
games are great. They really do support us.”
OK. If 400 Gamecock faithful can make
Brand happy, imagine what eight or ten times
that many could do.
“ There’s no question that if you had that
many people it would be like having a extra
person on the court with us,” Brand said before

JSU
91
71
54
49
82
73
80
81
72
75
78
74
76
71
68
69
75
77
56
68
59
54
88
68
82
78
72

Opp
Mississippi Valley St.
Alabama State
Marshall
East Carolina
Lenoir-Rhyne
Piedmont
Mississippi Valley St.
Long Island
Stepen F. Austin
Central Florida*
Stetson *
College of Charleston *
Campbell*
Centenary*
S.F. Louisiana*
Mercer*
Georgia State*
Samford*
Florida Atlantic*
Florida International*
Samford*
East Carolina
S.F.. Louisiana*
Centenary*
Georgia State*
M ercer
Alabama State

103
82
68
64
72
75
91
90
75
74
86
90
60
68
66
61
70
98
63
71
61
82
64
72
79
44

T he Long H ard R oad
the “ Pack Pete” game. “ The pep band
already does a super job. whether there’s
200 here or whatever. If we had that
many here, plus the pep band...”
Brand could only smile at that thought.
He couldn't even finish his sentence.
He’s never played on television; he’s
never played at home in front of that
many fans.
That Monday night, with less than 30
seconds remaining, JSU was down by
two and had the ball. Brand and his
teammates’ beloved pep band took ad
vantage of a timeout and called on ev
eryone there to stand up. To their credit,
most did.
It just wasn’t enough noise. It wasn’t
a home court advantage. The ball got

loose, a foul was called. And-This is almost
unheard of- the call went against the home team.
“ When a big crowd gets rambunctious, things
can get confusing,” Jones said. “ The players are
human, they’re not robots. Neither are coaches
nor referees.”
The magical basketball kingdom never came
about for the Gamecocks though, as they dropped
a heartbreaker to Samford 61-59 in the “ Pack
Pete” game.
The Gamecocks went on the rest of the season
to finish 3-3. losing another heartbreaker to Ala
bama State to cap off the season 87-72.
And heartbreak is the best way to describe the
Gamecocks season, but they never gave up no
matter how much support they had o r didn't have.
One things for certain next year though-they will
overcome.

87

RECORD 1 0 - 1 7 , 9 - 7 TAAC
TAAC OPPONENT

(Oppisite Page): Rusty Brand eyes the
basket in hopes of putting one up to
help defeat Florida International,
but despite their best efforts the
Gamecocks dropped another crucial
home conference game 71-68.

(Right): Jay Knowlton guards the
perimeter to help stave off Southeast
ern Louisiana, defeating them 68-66.

Ed Hill/JSU
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"Pkcaete ”

J acksonville S tate U

By Russell Lee Taylor

THE
GAM ECOCKS
PACKED
PETE
M ATH EW S
COLISEUM IN
THEIR FIRST
EVER
TELEVISED

niversity

G

am eco ck s

HOME GAME
ete M ath ew s C o lesiu m
w as filled to full capacity
w ith o v er 5,7 0 0 fans in
attendance as the G am ecocks
played host to conference rival,
Sam ford. Even though Jax State
dropped the gam e by a 2-point
margin they never gave up on w inning the game.
G am ecock fans were able to w itness the first ever
televised hom e game at Pete M athews Coliseum .
Fox Sports South did the play by play analysis and
coverage o f the game.
The G am ecocks were in need o f a victory to assure
a tie for the first place standing in the TA A C
W estern Conference. A fter the disappointing loss
Jax State rem ained in second place in their division,
never to return to their first place standing they had
achieved earlier in the year the rest o f the season.
“ I give Sam ford a lot o f credit,” said coach Bill
Jones. “ O ur kids responded well. T hey’ve been
crying and begging for a crow d like this.”
The G am ecocks kept the game close until the end,
when Sorenson shot a three pointer at the final
buzzer. To the G am ecock fans disappointm ent the
ball rim m ed o u t , adding another loss to the G am e
cocks record.
Aaron Kelley led the G am ecocks with 13 points
despite suffering an injury only days before the
gam e. Kelley played despite his obvious difficulty
in doing so, but he is this the leader o f this sqaud, and
this squad needs Kelley to be their leader.
Sorenson also scored 13 points and Knowlton
added 12 o f his own. Rusty Brand cam e away with
10 points and 5 blocked shots.
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Bill Jones looks on in frustration
as the Gamecocks lose a crucial
TAAC West game to Samford 61-59.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

(Right) : The Gamecock Cheerleaders
put on a great show as usual and
help get the crowd into the game.

(Opposite, Top): Jay Knowlton
sails one through the air for
three points to help keep the game
within reach for the Gamecocks.

(Opposite, Bottom): Over 5,700
fans packed into Pete Mathews
Coliseum to help cheer the Game
cocks on in hopes of a victory.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa
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G a M EC O C K on a mission
By

R ebecca M atanic

enny Sorenson enjoys the game of
basketball, but the 6 ’8” Gamecock
senior center has always put the
sport in perspective. During his 23 years,
Sorenson has accomplished a lot athleti
cally, academically and religiously.
Sorenson has always been a student-athlete.
During high school he played both football and
basketball, but he says that getting a quality
education has always been a top priority.
“ Basketball wasn’t my life in high school,” he
says. “ It is something I’ve used as a way of
getting an education.”
Although bom in California, Sorenson and his
family moved to Utah when he was five. He has
two brothers and an older sister. All of his
siblings were involved in athletics while in high
school, but Kenny is the only one who has
competed at collegiate level.
Kenny did not come directly to JSU from high
school. Instead, he played one year at Salt Lake
Community College in Utah before breaking
for two years of missionary work in Germany.
His Mormon faith led him to voluntary work in
various cities in Germany, including Stuttgart
and Munich. Before traveling to Germany,
Kenny had taken German high school courses,
but his time in the country greatly increased his
proficiency of the language.
“ It (the missionary work) was something I
planned my whole life. It is voluntary," he said.
“ We pay for it ourselves.”
Sorenson an International Business major,
with a German minor, said the experience was
rewarding and allowed him and the other Mor
mon missionaries a chance to share their reli
gious beliefs.
“ We were teaching Germans about our reli
gion. Being able to share the beliefs and values
that have worked in your life and then seeing
them work in other peoples’ lives is rewarding.”
A fter completing his work in Germany, Kenny
returned to Utah and Salt Lake Community
College. He played basketball , continued his
education and continued his relationship with
his future wife, Annie, who played for SLCC’s
wom en's basketball team.
His basketball talents at the junior college
level enabled him to select from many different
schools to complete his education and further
his athletic accomplishments. Sorenson was
not familiar with JSU, when Coach Bill Jones
first called him. However, after a recruiting trip

K

140 MEN’S BASKETBALL

Ed Hill/JSU

to the university, Kenny and Annie decided
to come to the South and JSU.
“ We wanted to get away form the area
(Utah). We wanted to be on our own and see
a new culture," he says. “ The basketball
program had a good record and a good repu
tation. W e’ve never regretted our decision.”
Along with the desire to live in a different
region of the country. Kenny wanted to come
to JSU because he was confident he could
earn quality playing time, have fun and still
earn a quality education. Despite their desire
for independence, Kenny says the closeness
of his family has been instrumental through
out his life.
“ My parents' are the biggest role models
that I have had. I feel I come from a strong

family. They’re my role models.”
Sorenson has also felt at home among his
Gamecock teammates and coaches.
“ Especially at this time there is really good
team chemistry," he says of his TAAC West
ern Division standing. “ We pick each other
up and we help each other out.”
Along with balancing his time between
basketball, academics and his wife, Kenny
also teaches Sunday School at the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in Lenlock.
Annie and Kenny both play an active role in
the church. Along with teaching on Sundays,
they work as youth group leaders for teens 1618.

“ We have youth group activities usually on

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Kenny goes up for a re
bound in the "Pack Pete"
game against Samford.
Kenny Sorenson, as a se
nior forward for Jackson
ville State, gives oppos
ing defenses a variety of
problems with his size
and shooting ability.

Wednesday nights. There are also
scouting and youth camps. Ev
erybody who works in our church.
including the bishop, works on a
voluntary basis,” he says.
Despite the challenges faced by
today’s youth. Kenny says his re
lationship with the members of
his group is good.
“ I'm only five years older than
some of them. They are good,
strong youth.”
Along with staying active in his
religion. Kenny's future plans in
clude graduate school. He has
earned a 3.6 GPA in college and is
applying to various graduate
schools including his number one
choice, the University of South
Carolina. He plans to earn a
master’s degree in International
Business and hopes to work for an
international corporation either in
the States or in Germany. Some
where down the line. Kenny says
he and Annie want to increase the
size of their family, but for now he
wants to focus on his education.

Kenny shoots for three
against Samford in the
"Pack Pete" game. He
finished first on the
team in scoring with
more than 15 points per
game for the 1996-97
season.
(Opposite Page) : Sorenson
in action against Mercer
last season, during his
first term as a Gamecock.
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aron Kelly has experienced a
lot of changes with the Game
cock basketball program during
his four years at JSU. The Oxford native,
who played his last game at home against
Mercer, came to coach Bill Jones' progam
because he wanted to stay close to family
and friends, and to follow in the footsteps
of his brother, Wendell, a member of the
Gamecocks 1992 Championship football
team.
Although A aron's athletic talents led him
to the basketball court and not the football
field, he says W endell has always been a
strong role model and m entor in his life.
“ I would say my brother is my role model,
but my entire family has always supported
m e,” Kelley says.
W hen Aaron came to JSU, the G am e
cocks were still at the Division II level.
Even as a freshman, Kelley played an im
portant role for the Gam ecocks. In his
sophomore season, he became an instru
mental part o f the JSU attack, starting all 25
games and averaging 12.1 points per game.
Looking back at his first two season. Aaron
says he learned a lot from the upperclass
men on the team.
“ Leadership-wise, they helped me out a
lot. Playing during my first two years here,
I had good players to look up to. they helped
me out mentally a great deal.”
The lessons Kelley learned in his first two
years, combined with his talent, made him
the leader of the Gam ecock squad. Even
with talent and leadership abilities, Kelley
has had to adapt to the G am ecocks’ move to
the Division I level. The greater com peti
tion at the Division I level has improved his
skills and encouraged him to look into pro
fessional opportunities either overseas or in
the Continental Basketball Association.
“ I don’t want to put all my marbles in one
bag," Kelley says. “ If it doesn’t work out.
I’m going to finish my degree.”
For Kelley, the frustrating thing about the
move to Division I is the fact that the G am e
cocks’ aren't eligible to play in the TAAC
Tournament. The Gam ecocks’ conference
record is good enough, but JSU isn’t eli
gible for tournam ent play until 2004 be
cause o f NCAA rules. The only way Jax
State can earn a trip to “ March M adness”
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between now and then is with an at-largebid.
“ When tourney time comes around, it is
going to be real tough,” he says referring to
the TAAC Tournam ent. “ We know we can
play with those guys, w e’ve beaten some of
them .”
Kelley has also endured playing in front
o f sparse crow ds at Pete M athews C oli
seum. he says that when he first came here,
there were more people in the seats than the
Gam ecocks see now. However, he quickly
added, it was wonderful to play before a full
house in a televised game against Samford
on Feb. 7.
“ My team m ates and I appreciated them
(the fans) coming to that gam e.” Kelley

said.”W hen you've got fans out there sup
porting you, y ou're not going to get tired.
The intensity is there the entire gam e.”
Kelley’s dream o f professional basket
ball and playing before large crow ds almost
came to an end when he fell to the court in
pain late in the seco n d h a lf a g ain st
FloridaAtlantic on Feb. 1. Grim m acing in
pain, it appeared Kelley might have played
his final game as a Gamecock.
“ W hen I went down. I knew I was through.
I felt (my knee) popping. I knew it was the
end o f my career at JSU ." Kelley said.
As it turned out, Kelley had strained a
knee ligament and was expected to miss
two to three weeks o f action. Kelley said,
however, that when he woke up the next

Sorenson grabs the re
bound as Kelley hustles
down court to push the
Gamecock press.
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morning, the pain was so intense
he thought there was no way he
would be back in action three
weeks. Fortunately for JSU,
K elley’s determ ination, com 
bined with physical therapy three
tim es a day, paid off. Kelley
missed only one game, and al
though he still w asn’t at full
strength, his opponent would
have never known it.
During the one game he was
force to sit out, Kelley was still a
leader. Although he adm its it
was tough to watch from the
bench, the leadership lessons he
learned as a freshman and sopho
more turned him into an addi
tional coach for Bill Jones.
“ I hope I helped my team 
mates out som e," Kelley said. “
D errell (Johnson) is young,”
Kelley said o f his replacement. “
I tried to help him. but it was a
long game watching it fro the
bench.”
A recreation major. Kelley says
that if he ever gets involved in
coaching, it w on’t be as a head
coach, because, “ they take too
much o f the blam e.” W hatever
Kelley does when he Finishes his
career at JSU, it seems certain to
include basketball.

Kelley guards the backcourt as Sorenson puts up
a couple of free throws
during the "Pack Pete"
game against Samford.

(Opposite Page): The
Gamecock's Aaron Kelley
shoots around a Missis
sippi Valley State de
fender. Despite Kelley's
20 points, the Gamecock's
fell 103-91.
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WHAT THE
La d y
Gam ecocks
ARE ALL
ABOUT
By R u ssell Lee Ta y lo r

I

n just their second season in Division I play The
Lady Gamecocks went beyond everyones’ expec
tations and finished second in the TAAC Confer
ence, missing a bid for the NCAA Tournament by one
game.
The Gamecocks were expected to finish ninth in the
conference in just their sophomore year of play, but
with a coach like Dana Austin the Gamecocks can
never be taken lightly. Coach Austin in
spired and led the Gamecocks as only she
could.
Despite their valient efforts in the TAAC
Championship game, the Golden Panthers
of Florida International were able to pull
away from the Lady Gamecocks 81-71.
The Lady Gamecocks had defeated the
Golden Panthers earlier in the season at
Pete Mathews Coliseum by a score of 6562 in what was a tense, but exciting game.
The Lady Gamecocks did not go away
empty-handed though on the season. Be
sides earning a lot of respect. Coach Dana
Austin walked away as the TAAC “Coach
of The Year."
Shneka Whaley and Alfredia Seals also
walked away with TAAC All-Tournament
honors for their relentless effort in trying to
secure the TAAC title for the Gamecocks.

Lori Breedlove puts the ball across
court to Melissa Harden to help lead the
Gamecocks to a convincing 84-68 victory
over the Lady Panthers of Georgia State.

Steve Wolfe/Mimos.

Shneka Whaley directs traffic as
the Gamecock point guard in an
exhibition game against Slovakia.
Steve Wolfe/Mimosa
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JSU
52
57
63
79
72
73
67
78
81
72
50
65
74
67
59
61
84
64
46
60
79
84
64
70
70
64
54
69
71

Opp

Auburn
Tennessee-Chatanooga
Southern (Baton Rouge)
Georgia Southern
Alabama State
Troy State
Alabama-Birmingham
Central Florida*
Stetson*
Campbell*
Charleston*
Florida International*
Florida Atlantic*
Mercer*
Georgia State*
Alabama State*
Troy State
S.E. Louisiana*
Auburn
Campbell*
Florida Atlantic*
Georgia State*
Mercer*
S.E. Louisiana*
Stetson*
Central Florida*
Mercer**
Campbell**
Florida International**

82
69
75
61
57
88
95
41
70
90
52
62
65
74
52
70
88
59
77
58
63
68
51
64
78
72
52
67
81

C o n v in c in g A n y D o u b t e r s

TEAM
Florida International
Jacksonville State
Stetson
Campbell
Charleston (S.C.)
Central Florida
Mercer
Georgia State
S.E. Louisiana
Florida Atlantic

C o n fe r e n c e
w L PCT.

11 5 .687
11
10
8
8

5
7
7
7

.687
.588
.533
.533

8 7 .533
8 8 .500
5 10 333
5 11 .312
3 12 .200

Seals led the Gamecocks with 64 points and
28 rebounds in the three tournament games
the Gamecocks played in to win TAAC hon
ors. And Shneka Whaley led the Gamecocks
at point guard. directing the team in their
quest for the title.
The Lady Gamecocks defeated Mercer in
their first tournament game in a close match
54-52. The Gamecocks then went on to

defeat Campbell 69-67 to lead
them to the conference cham
O v e r a ll
pionship game.
w L PCT.
Alfredia Seals did not sur
prise many people in winning
19 9 .678
A ll-Tournam ent Honors.
14 14 .500
Leading the Gamecocks she
13 14 .481
was able to finish 22nd in the
14 13 .518
NCAA in rebounding with 10.3
a
game for the season. To add
.500
13 13
to
her abilities even more as a
12 14 .461
player Alfredia finished 16th
16 14 .533
in the NCAA in blocked shots
10 16 .384
with 2.2 a game.
The Lady Gamecocks made
9 17 .346
their
mark in the TA AC in just
8 16 .333
their second season. Now that
they have made their mark
TAAC opponents will never view The Lady
Gamecocks the same way again.
Things look just as promising for the coming
season. The Gamecocks will be playing without
Alfredia and Lori Breedlove as they enter the
97-98 season, but you can always count on
Coach Dana Austin to be ready put a winning
team on the court.

RECORD 1 4- 1 4, 1 1 - 5 TAAC
* TAAC OPPONENT
** TAAC T O U R N A M E N T G A M E

\

Alfredia Seals puts up the offensive
rebound against Georgia State to help
secure the Gamecocks a victory at Pete
Mathews Coliseum.
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The

t probably didn't come as
a surprise to Jacksonville
State fans. After scoring a
season-high 27 points and
grabbing 18 rebounds in a
game against Florida Atlan
tic, you might say it was even SEALS EARNS ANOTHER TAAC HONOR
expected.

I

of

Hardwood

Still, when the news came that
Afredia was named the Trans America
Athletic Conference player of the week
for January 12-18, it was quite an
honor. Seals, JSU’s standout senior
center, joined Campbell’s Felicia
Autry as the only two players to be
named TAAC player of the week on
more than one occasion this year.
Seals is also the only Gamecock
named to the preseason All-TAAC
squad. She averaged 19.5 points and
15.5 rebounds in the Lady Gamecock’s
two wins over Florida International(65-62) and Florida Atlantic(7465). She shot 52 percent from the
floor in the two games, and had two
blocks in each game.
To make things even better Seals
didn’t take long to break this record.
She had a career night in Jacksonville
State’s 88-84 loss to Troy State on Jan.
30. The 6-5 Childersburg native tossed
in a career-high 36 points in the losing
effort, establishing a new career mark
for most field goals in one game (15).
She was 6-for-6 from the free-throw
line and pulled down 8 rebounds.
Russell Lee Taylor
Steven Wolfe/Mimosa
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Alfredia Seals gets ready to make
a rebound in the Gamecock's open
ing exhibition game against
Slovakia.
Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Alfredia guards the lane ensur
ing that noone gets by her and
if they do she will be there to
go up for the rebound

(Opposite Page): Alfredia puts
up a free throw to help add to
her total points.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa
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F ills M any R oles in L ife
"Iw a s 13 before I e v e r
w ent

out

to

e a t.

T h in g s w e re tig h t in
m y fa m ily. There w ere
n o d e s ig n e r je a n s or
shoes. M y coach es are
th e f ir s t to take m e o u t
to eat."
K a th y O 'K o n s k i
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he is a basketball player for the Lady
(Gamecocks, a wife, a U.S. Army Reserv
ist. a psychology major with a 3.8 GPA
and a future law student. Kathy O 'K onske is
only 21 years old, but the 5' 11” JSU forward
has accomplished a lot i little time, and is
determined to do even more.
Bom in Florida, but raised in Kansas,
O'Konski comes from a family of five chil
dren. Her father is an accountant and her
mother works as a music therapist for those
afflicted with autism and schizophrenia. Al
though she comes from a very loving family,
money was always tight and sports were not
encouraged.
“I got my (basketball) start in a church
youth group,” she says. “I was the only one in
my family to play sports.”
It was in her church youth organization in
Olathe, Kansas that Kathy found a love for
basketball. “Coach Verholst,” she says. “He
got me inspired to play basketball.”

S

Even though her athletic pursuits were not
encouraged by her parents, Kathy dedicated
herself to academics and sports. She wasn’t
sure what she wanted to do after high school
and w asn't aware when she was younger her
athletic skills could pay her college tuition.
Living in tight financial conditions, Kathy
didn't enjoy many things that her peers took
for granted.
“I was 13 before I ever went out to eat.” she
says. "Things were tight in my family. There

Kathy O'Konski
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O'Konski throws one in for two
to help lead the Gamecocks to
victory over Florida Atlantic
(74-65).

were no designer jeans or shoes.
My coaches are (he first to take me
out to eat.”
It wasn't until her junior year in
high school that she started to give
serious thought about what she
wanted to do with her future. “I
never really thought about the fu
ture." she says.
"The Army recruiter started calling
me.” Kathy examined her options
with the Army and chose a delayed
entry program. She completed her
basic training during the summer
between her junior and senior years.
After graduation she went to Ad
vanced Individual Training as a
truck driver.
“It was good for me,” Kathy
says referring to basic training and
AIT. "It made me straighten up. It
requires dedication, intensity, fo
cus, and discipline.”
After finishing her summer train
ing, Kathy went to Garden City
Community College to study psy
chology and play basketball. Her
job or specialty in the Army Re
serve was changed and Kathy was
trained to be a firefighter.
"Firefighting was probably the
most fun thing I've done in the
Army.” We trained on the structure
fires and rescue work on cars," she

says.
After completing two years of community college.
Kathy was searching for a university where she could
complete her degree and play basketball. She chose
JSU. because Coach Dana Austin was "basically the
only one willing to give me a chance.”
“I really wanted to go Division I. When I came
down here, it was really a nice feeling. Everybody was
so nice. Coach was so cool," she says.“You're not
scared to go up and say what you are feeling.”
Kathy's move to JSU affected many aspects of her
life. Her high school sweetheart. Jeff Deel, moved to
Alabama in 1996. Her new Army Reserve unit had no
fire fighter positions, so she received training in a nuclear,
biological and chemical skill and her parents became
more supportive of her athletic endeavors.
“They're happy now, because they don't have to
pay for my college," Kathy says of her parents.
Kathy says that although being far away from her
family is difficult at times, her teammates and Coach
Austin and Assistant Coach Tracy Linton make life
easier.
“They’re good coaches. They take care of me.
There is a good chemistry on this team. Everybody gets
along, and everybody likes each other. I only see
positive things for this team,” she says.
After graduation Kathy plans to go to law school
either in Alabama or Kansas. She hopes that the grades
she has earned at JSU will lead to scholarships for law
school. Her husband, Jeff, is a business major at JSU.
Kathy world like to become an FBI agent after finishing
law school.
Rebecca Matanic

O'Konski guards the lane to
wait for the rebound as the
Gamecocks went on to upset
S.E. Louisiana at Pete Mathews
Coliseum (64-59).

(Opposite Page) : O'Konski goes
up for two in JSU's opening
exhibition
game
aga i n s t
Slovakia.
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ana Austin was named TAAC’ Coach-of-theYear, March 4, after leading the Lady Game
cocks to a second place finish in the conference
re g u la r season and the number two seed in the confer
ence championship. Pretty good numbers for a team that
was picked to finish ninth in the conference in the pre
season polls.
" I told them (the team and the assistants) I may look
at that thing and it may be in one piece, but when I look
at it I look at it in 18 or 20 pieces, because they share a
part of that Coach-of-the-Year," Austin said of her
award.
In just their second season at the Division I level,
Austin led her team, that was out of conference tourna
ment consideration at the beginning of the season, to the
TAAC Championship, where they fell to Florida Inter
national 91-71.
I think there’s a lot of great coaches in this conference
that probably deserved it more than I did," a humble
Austin said. “ Out I’m proud and I'm thankful and
appreciative of the fact that they thought enough of me
to vote me for this."
Austin added that she would have never been honored
with the award without the hard work and heart of her
team and her assistants.
“ I was always taught that any individual award you get
in a team sport id done through team effort." she said. “
I give all the credit to my assistant coaches for all the hard
work they’ve done and more importantly than that you’ve
got to have players with big hearts and a love of compe
tition."
Gamecock forward Melissa Harden was named TAAC
Newcomer-of-the-Year. Senior Alfedia Seals was named
to the All-Conference Second Team.
" I think it (Melissa's award) was well deserved,"
Austin said. “ I think she has done a tremendous joy for
us. She's a great ball player and she gives teams trouble
guarding her at times."
Seals scored 64 points and grabbed 28 rebounds in the
Gamecocks three tournament games to earn All-Tour
nament honors. Point guard Shneka Whaley’s leader
ship, ability to break full-court presses, run the Game
cock offense and penetrate for clutch baskets earned her
a spot on the All-Tournament team.
“ I didn't really think I’d get it," Whaley said. " I
thought it would go to Melissa or somebody else."
“ I was shooting for MVP. because I thought we were
going to win," Seals said." I’m happy that I made it. but
this doesn’t really mean anything to me because I’d
rather win and not be on the All-Tournament team, than
to lose and be on it."
Despite Seals disappointment. Austin and the Lady
Gamecocks have no reason to hang their heads. They
made a name for themselves in the TAAC and accom
plished more than any one outside of their locker room
thought possible.
Rebecca Matanic

D

C o ach Dana Austin puts "The Lady
Gamecocks"
through
their
steps,
instructing them with her winning
sense and unique coaching style and
a b i 1i t y .
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'I Think there’s a lot o f great coaches in this
conference that probably deserved it more
than I did, but Tin prou d an d I'm thankful
a n d appreciative o f thefact that they thought
enough o f me to vote me fo r this. ”

Coach Dana Austin

D a n a A u s t in T A A C
“ C o a c h o f t h e Y ea r ”

Ed Hill/JSU
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Play
lthough Jackson
ville State is only
in its second year
o f TAAC play, the m en’s
tennis team is focusing on the TAAC title
in April.
The Gamecocks return five of their six
players from a 1996 team that went to the
conference quarterfinals. Add to that two
new faces who could be in starting six, and
you can see why JSU is aiming for the top.
“We feel like we can win the TAAC cham
pionship this season," said head coach Steve
Bailey. “We had a successful first year, and
since we’ve been around the block once, we
have a better idea of what it takes to go a step
further.”
Bailey has certainly decided the team must
be pretty good, because the non-conference
schedule is brutal, if not deadly.
“I think that playing tough opponents out
side of the TAAC, as well as some tough
TAAC opponents that we are not required to
contest with, will help toughen our players,
and build confidence for the end of the sea
son,” said Bailey.
The schedule that Bailey refers to includes
opening up on the road for the first four
matches. To add to it, the season opener is in
Oxford, MS, against 1996 SEC Champion
and pre-season number four in the nation Ole
Miss. The next two matches are in Florida,
against Florida Atlantic and Florida Interna
tional. FIU is the defending TAAC cham
pion.
“As you can see,” commented Bailey, “we
are starting out with some humdingers."
Also on the schedule are Stetson, Mercer,
Georgia State, College of Charleston, as well
as Central Florida from the TAAC. These
are teams the Gamecocks are not required to
play. Add in S.E. Louisiana, Centenary, and
Samford. games JSU is required to play, and
the conference teams can be intimidating.
“The thing that will help us is that we will
have seen all of the conference teams except
Campbell. We are the only team in the

A

Peter Brown eyes the
tennis ball as he pre
pares to serve to his
opponent.
Peter
is
originally from Garmston,
England and has com
peted in the British
Men's Nationals reach
ing the semi-finals of
his division.

(Opposite Page,
far right): John
Jacobson, a se
nior from Copper
City, FL, chases
down the ball in
a singles match.

(Opposite Page):
John
Jacobson
keeps his cool and
concentration in
a singles match.

(Right): Alvaro
Ballestros, a se
nior from Braden
ton, FL serves one
up in a singles
match.

Steve Wolfe/Mimosa
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TA A C that knows what each team can do,”
rem arked Bailey.
A nother team that poses a big challenge
for the G am ecocks is UAB, a pre-season
top 20 team and defending Conference USA
cham ps.
In order to meet the challenge o f 1997,
Jacksonville State will need leadership. This
leadership should com e from the four se
niors.
A lvaro Ballesteros and John Jacobson are
the num ber one and tw o players for JSU and
both are com ing o ff terrific ju n io r seasons.
Follow ing them will be Peter Brown and
A lvaro R estrepo who also had great 1996
cam paigns.
Backing the seniors will be sophom ores
Erwin DeM an and David Hoaglund, as well
as freshm en Stuart M arcus and Steve T ay
lor.
Says Bailey, “W e want to be number one in
the TA A C W est first, then win the TAAC
C ham pionship second. I think we have one

o f the best teams, talent-w ise, w e’ve ever
had at Jacksonville State. The potential is
there, we ju st need to live up to it.”
Steve Bailey is entering his 15th season as
head coach o f the m en’s tennis team and is
in his 12th as the w om en’s tennis coach.
Bailey took over the m en’s tennis pro
gram in 1978 after working as a graduate
assistant for the team the prior year. He
built the program into a G ulf South C onfer
ence power, having won four consecutive
titles from 1990-93. The men had one of
their best team s under Coach Bailey as they
went 14-6 and ranked 9th nationally in
Division II.
He has coached 17 men and 33 w om en to
All-G SC players, five o f those men and
women have received A ll-A m erican hon
ors and Bailey him self has received seven
G SC “Coach o f the Y ear” aw ards, tw o for
men and five for women.

Russell Lee Taylor/Mimosa

Russell Lee Taylor/Mimosa
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The Girls are Back in
OWN
y looking at the roster, one might think that
the Jacksonville State University w om en's
tennis team is in dire straits, considering the
roster is made up o f one junior, four sophomores,
and one freshman.
Think again, because the junior was a 1996 AllTrans A m erica Athletic Conference
selection and the four sophom ores
made up the nucleus o f a TAAC tour
nam ent sem i-finalist team. Did I m en
tion that these five players also won the
TAAC W estern division title last year?
“W e have a very young team ,” says
head coach Steve Bailey. “However
they are going to be a consistent bunch.”
Returning for JSU is junior Soledad
Galindez, the returning num ber one
singles player, and the num ber four,
fiv e , an d six p la y e rs in U p ek a
W ijeratne, Carm en Garcia, and Emily
Gong. These three players combined
for a 52-8 regular season record, and a
5-1 record in the TAAC tournament.
Also returning is Chrissy Pietro, who
was very consistent at num ber three
doubles with Garcia. The lone fresh
man is Cam illa Bourke. She is ex
pected to add depth in the top six.
“A big key to this group is that they’re
very close-knit. They hang out to
gether and they like each other. They
know that if one person has a bad day
out on the court, then someone else
will have to step up and produce,” says
Bailey.
Bailey continued, “O ur goal is to win
the TAAC. I think we have the team

B

that can do it. This team will not
beat itself, someone will have to
play better than they do.”
Steve Bailey is entering his 12th
season as the w om en’s tennis
c o ac h .
S in ce b ein g nam ed
w om en’s coach in 1984, his teams
have won the GSC title seven o f
the nine y ears-1985,’86. ‘88, ‘’89,
‘90, ‘92, and ‘93.
He has coached 17 men and 33

women to All-GSC players, five o f those
men and women have received AllAmerican honors and Bailey him self
has received five “Coach o f the Year”
awards for w om en’s tennis. 1996 saw
Bailey’s first All-TAAC perform er in
Soledad Galindez.
“We had good teams last year, but
both were young,” said Bailey. “This
time around, everyone will be back for
the women except two players.”

Soledad Galindez, a junior from
Cordoba, Argentina a 1996 All
TAAC performer, puts forth her
best efforts on the court.
(Opposite Page) : Soledad Galindez
keeps a close eye on the ball to
insure a proper return.
Ed Hill/JSU
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ALTERNATIVE

F or T he

A dventuro us
S tudent
BY RUSSELL LEE TAYLOR

o the extreme is probably
the most frequent word
used when a person thinks
o f mountain biking. But back to
nature and the outdoors is w hat
goes through a m ountain bikers
m ind and thats w hat m akes them
love the sport.
W hat better w ay to enjoy the beauty
o f nature and the great outdoors, than
from a seat o f a m ountain bike.
M ountain bike racing is a physi
cally grueling sport that requires a
great deal o f concentration. O ne slip
up and your face-print could becom e
inbedded in a tree trunk, a rock, m ud,
o r any other obstacle on the trail.
M ountain bike racing has gained
recognition over the last few years,
and grow n into a popular sport. O ne
could see that as they w atched the
1996 O lym pic G am es in A tlanta and
noticed that m ountain bike racing
had been added as a sport.
M ountain bike racing has also

TH E

G REA T

T

(Right): It's off to the races
for the JSU Mountain Bike Racing
Team, as they compete here in
the National Championships.
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Matthew Crouse/Mountain Biking Team

Michael Hobbs prepares
begin the race the 1996
National Championships.

gained recognition on the
professional level as well.
You can catch a race from
tim e to tim e on ESPN or
other sports channels.
M ountain bike racing
m ade its’ first appearance
on the collegiate level as an
official sport in 1993, when
the N C A A ordained it for
intercollegiate com petition
betw een m ale and fem ales.
T he JSU m ountain bike
racing team m ade its first
appearance in the spring o f
96, w hen an adventurous
M atthew Crouse, longed for
the outdoors and a few co m
panions to jo in him in one
o f his favorite hobbies.
M atthew cen tered on
m a k in g th e te a m c o m 
pletely student organized
and took volunteers, w ho

w anted to jo in in the sport o f m ountain
biking. T he sport soon grew expanding to
include student trainers, m anagers, and
m echanics.
Finally by the spring o f 1997 they w ere
able to find a coach. Dr. Ed Sm ith w ho
took the role and set about on the purpose
o f recruiting and insuring transportation
to and from races.
T he JSU m ountain bike racing team is a
m em ber o f the S outheastern C ollegiate
C ycling C onference (S E C C C ) o f w hich
there is 18 schools that com pete regionally
and at an annual national cham pionship.
In O ctober, 1996, the JS U racing team
traveled to C arrollton, KY and com peted
w ith o v er 600 riders from 125 colleges
and universities across the U nited States.
T he team will also travel to M ount Snow,
VM in the fall o f 1997 for the C ollegiate
M ountain Bike C ham pionships.
T he JSU m ountain bike racing team has
not yet been officially affiliated w ith the
athletic departm ent or the student activi
ties council, but that could
change in the near future as
the sport grow s. T he team
is c o m p le te ly s e lf - s u p 
ported at this tim e.
T he 1996-97 JS U M oun
tain Bike R acing team con
sists of:
C pt. M atthew C ro u se (S r.)
Jaso n W hite (S o p h.)
Paul K em p (S o p h.)
D avid K em p (S o p h.)
K yle G uess ( F resh .)
M icael H ob b s (S r.)
C o ach D r. E d S m ith

The JSU Mountain Bike
Racing Team relaxes,
before the beginning of
the race. Pictured from
left to right: Matthew
Crouse, Jason White,
Paul Kemp Kyle Guess.
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TAAC
Steve Wolfe/Mimosa

(Above Right): Rhonda
Freeman(9), seen as a
real playmaker for the
Gamecocks, warms up
before taking her turn
at bat.
(Below Right): Jori
Eppler(21)
bats
a
single into leftfield
against Auburn at Uni
versity Field.
(Opposite Page,Top):
Jennifer Russo(17),
gets thrown out at
first against Auburn.
( B o t t o m ) :T e r r i
Moore(31), throws out
a runner at first.

Ed Hill/JSU
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SOFTBALL

GAMECOCK

R ecord

W o N - 32
L o s t - 17

t a a c

(15 -7)

Steve Wolfe/Mimosa

JSU
5
3
15
15
6
9
24
16
0
0
3
5
2
2
15
9
1
2
8
9
5
4
13
6
8
4
4
4
8
4
1
2
1
3
6
3
0
7
4
11
1
4
2
5
1
4
1
8
3

Opp.
Georgia Southern 3
Georgia Southern 2
Alabama St.
0
Alabama St.
0
Troy St.
7
Troy St.
10
Jackson St.
0
Jackson St.
0
Auburn
7
Auburn
3
Georgia St.*
1
Georgia St.*
3
Georgia St.*
5
Georgia St.*
4
Tennessee St.
1
Tennessee St.
0
Auburn
5
Auburn
0
Samford*
0
Samford*
7
UNA
0
UNA
2
Centenary*
8
Centenary*
1
6
UT-Chatanooga
2
UT-Chatanooga
0
S.E.Louisiana*
0
S.E.Louisiana*
Samford*
0
Samford*
0
Troy St.
5
8
Troy St.
Centenary*
3
Centenary*
4
S.E.Louisiana*
2
S.E.Louisiana*
1
1
UT-Chatanooga
4
UT-Chatanooga
Morehead St.
0
E.Kentucky
3
South Florida
2
UNC-Greensboro 3
Tennessee
4
9
E.Kentucky
0
Centenary*
1
Georgia St.*
Florida Atlantic** 2
5
Georgia St.**
Florida Atlantic** 4

*TransAmerica Game
**TAAC Tournament
Steve Wolfe/Mimosa
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J a x S tate

M O V ES

La d y

G amecocks
put

TAAC
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ATT.
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R IG H T

N otice .
G r a n t m a r t in
ANNISTON STAR
his was supposed to be a rebuilding
year for Jacksonville State softball.
But despite the loss of four seniors
from last year's record setting team, JSU
coach Jana McGinnis is pleased with her
young team’s progress.
As of March 23, the Lady Gamecocks
were 15-7 and in first place in the Trans
America Athletic Conference Western Di
vision with a 4-2 conference record.
With a strong finish in conference play,
JSU will had the opportunity to not only
defend last year’s conference champion
ship, but to do it on its home field.
“ We want to host the conference tourna
ment,” said McGinnis, as this year’s win
ner of the Trans America Athletic Confer
ence Western Division will host the tour
nament. “ It would be a big boost for our
university to bring the conference schools
in here, and I think we could put on a good
tournament.”

T

Steve Wolfe/Mimosa

(Above
Right):
Rachel
Riddell (18) shows her pitch
ing talents against the The
Lady Tigers of Auburn.
(Below Right): A round of
high fives helps motivate
The Lady Gamecocks to a
winning season.

Steve Wolfe/Mimosa
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L a d y G a m e c o c k So f t b a l l

Steve Wolfe/Mimosa

Jacksonville State opened this year's conference schedule with
a sweep o f Georgia State. Georgia State, however, returned the
favor in Jacksonville to even the series at two games each. The
Lady Gamecocks held a one game lead over GSU in the TAAC
standings, and did not have to face them the rest of the season.
“ If we could have swept Georgia State at home, we would have
been in real good shape," said McGinnis, “ They’re playing real
good right now, so I feel like we have to win the rest of our
conference games to win the West. We need to win all four games
this week, but we have to concentrate on Centenary first.”
JSU took on Centenary, who was 11-18 and faced many of the
same problems as Jax State did, as they have a young, inexperi
enced team. The Lady Gamecocks took Centenary out in both
games with a 13-8 and 6-1 victory to boost them to 17-7, overall
and 6-2 in conference play.
“ This has been a learning year for us,” said McGinnis. “ With
about six new players on the field, our team chemistry is totally
different from what it was in the fall. Hopefully, though, we’re
still not as Good as we can be.”
A key to the Lady Gamecocks success this season has been the
resurgence of pitching from junior Julie Kish. Kish made only
four appearances last season as she recuperated from a wrist
injury. This season, however, she emerged as the conference’s
premier hurler with a 1.23 ERA at mid season. At that point she
was ranked fourth in the TAAC in strikeouts per seven innings
with 4.73, and second in wins with a 5-2 record.
“ Julie and Renee (LeGrande) have helped us out a lot,”
McGinnis said. ” We worried about our pitching coming into the
season. Julie is close to where
she was before her injury.
Against Auburn (a 2-0 JSU win),
I thought she pitched the way we
knew she could.”
As of March 23, JSU as a
team, led the TAAC in batting
average( .323), slugging percent
age (.397), and offense(7.45 runs
per game).
“ We have several girls that
are p la y in g w e ll,” said
McGinnis, “ but we’re still look
ing for that player to step up and
be a leader. Hopefully we’ll get
that and really start to peak as a
team when it gets time for the
conference tournament.
(Above
L e f t ) :J u l i e
LeGrande stops a linedrive against Auburn.
(Below Left):
Trisha
White(ll) slides in safely
to second base against
Auburn.
Steve Wolfe/Mimosa
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Gamecocks give McGinnis 100TH Career Victory

udy

he r e C
BY

REBECCA

omes

j a n a

MATANIC

he Jax State softball
team routed Jackson
State 24-0 and 16-0 in
Jackson, M iss., giving coach
Jana M cGinnis her 100th ca
reer win. In just her fourth
season at JSU, M cGinnis has
posted a record o f 100-51.
The easy victories against
Jackson State cam e two days
after the G am ecocks dropped
both games o f a double-header
to Troy State at University
Field.
“That 100th win just snuck
up on me,” the always humble
coach said o f her latest ac
complishment. “I’ve just been
fortunate enough to have good
teams. Jacksonville State has
won 100 gam es in the past
three years.” M cGinnis was
Jana McGinnis puts on her game
honored at a brief ceremony Coach
face during one of the many games that
prior to the game against Tenn. the Lady Gamecocks played at home.
McGinnis is a shining example of
State at University Field.
"Gamecock Pride.”

T
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J ana’S L ittle H elpers’: Fielding and H itting Make
for D eadly C ombination for Gamecock O pponents

Steve Wolfe/Mimosa
(Above Left): One of JSU
Softball players makes a run
for home with the bases loaded.
(Above Right) : Catcher Trisha
White, a sophomore from Wash
ington, Illinois, keeps an
eye on a pop-fly ball.
(Left): Jennifer Ruso shows
she's got what it takes to
field a ball to make the big
play at first base.

Steve Wolfe/Mimosa
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F all
Short
Q uest

in

for

S econd
T itle
G r a n t M a r t in
ANNISTON STAR

acksonville State’s bid for a second
straight conference title fell two runs
short as Florida Atlantic made a clean
sweep through the softball tournament field,
defeating the Lady Gam ecocks 4-3 in the
title game o f the Trans America Athletic
Conference Tournam ent.
Florida Atlantic im 
“This has been a real p ro v e d to 4 2 -2 7
good season. This overall after winning
team has had to over 21 o f their last 25
come a lot, with the games, and posting
a perfect 4-0 record
players we lost from
in the TAAC Tour
last year, and the
nament.
things that have hap
They gave up only
pened this season.
four runs in the tour
nam ent - all fo u r
Coach Jana McGinnis com ing against Jax
State in two one-run
ballgames.
“ It’s always tough to lose a gam e like this,
but it’s a little easier to take when you lose
to a good team ,” said JSU coach Jana
M cGinnis. “ Florida Atlantic has an excel
lent team. They deserve a cham pionship.”
The Lady Owls jum ped to an early lead on

J

”
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Tony Duncan(4), a Freshman from
Glencoe slides into third base
against Georgia State.

a two-run home run by Brandie Marshall
in the second inning. They added two
more runs in the bottom o f the third to
extend that lead to 4-0.
“That home run was a big blow ,” said
M cGinnis. “They hit the ball well the
whole tournam ent, though, so we knew
we would have to score some runs to beat
them. That one hurt, but we responded
well and just cam e up short at the end.”
Jacksonville State’s response cam e in
the top o f the fourth inning, when fresh-

Ed Hill/JSU

man Julie Boland scored on an error by
Florida Atlantic leftfielder Sherrie Pla.
In the next inning, another JSU fresh
man, Christine Tucker, doubled in two
more runs to bring the Lady Gamecocks
within one, but tournam ent M VP Chris
tina Sutcliffe cam e in to pitch with two
out and a runner on in the sixth. She then
retired the final four batters in order to
record her first save o f the season.
Jacksonville State ended the season
with a 32-17 record, marking the third
c o n s e c u tiv e 3 0 -w in s e a s o n fo r
McGinnis.
“This has been a real good seson,”

We have a lot o f
young players, but
sa id M c G in n is. they’r e talented. They
“This team has had got that taste o f win
to overcom e a lot,
ning earlier in the sea
with the players we
son and started to play
lost from last year,
and the things that well as a team. Now
have happened this they have this experi
season. In the fall ence, and I think that
we wondered if we will make us a better
would even be able
team in the future. ”
to win 20 gam es or
even make the tour
Coach Jana Mc Ginnis
nament.
“We have a lot o f
young players, but they’re talented. They
got that taste o f winning earlier in the season
and started to play well as a team. Now they
have this experience, and I think that will
make us a better team in the future.”
Jacksonville State placed four players on
the All-Tournam ent team, with newcomers
Trisha White and Jori Epler joining seniors
Rachell Riddell and Jennifer Harbison.
“ I’m proud o f the effort o f all our girls, but
I can ’t say enough about how proud I am o f
Jennifer Harbison,” said M cGinnis. “She
has played backup shortstop or designated
hitter her whole time here, and then this year
we need another outfielder and she was
willing to take the job. She has always done
all she could to help the team .”
W ith the win, FAU earned the right to
advance to the NCAA Play-in series against
the w inner o f the Southland Conference.
The winner o f that series will receive a birth
in the NCAA Tournam ent.

(Above Left): The Lady Gamecocks
celebrate in the dugout as a run
advances across home plate. The Lady
Gamecocks lost the first game of the
tournament to FAU 1 - 2 , and won the
second against Georgia State 8-5.
(Left) : Rhonda Freeman(9), a junior
from Jacksonville, is safe at first
base as she contemplates whether to
steal second or not against Georgia
State in game two of the TAAC
Tournament.
Ed Hill/JSU
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PLAYING THE BACK NINE
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A n n isto n

Star

h ere w ern ’t any H olly w oo d m og u ls in the
g allery at S ilv er L akes, bu t if th ere had
been, R yan B o n trager an d the Ja c k so n 
ville S tate g o lf team w ould h ave p ro v id ed them
en ou g h m aterial to g iv e R ocky a run fo r its boxo ffice m oney.
B ontrager w ould have been perfect in the
un derdo g 's role. He had to qualify for his spot in
the JSU lineup, but instead o f buckling under the
pressure, he led the G am ecocks to their first-ever
T rans A m erica A thletic C onference cham pionship
in any m en 's sport. BellSouth M obility sponsored
the tournam ent.
The sophom ore from Peru - Indiana, not South
A m erica - cam e through w ith a l-o v er par 73 at
Silver L akes' M indbreaker and H eartbreaker 9s to
w rap up an unexpected third-place individual fin
ish. It helped the G am ecocks post an even par 288
for the day and a l-o v er 865 for the 54-hole event.
“ T his is ju st unbelievable," B ontrager s a i d o f
JS U ’s six-stroke victory over Southeastern L ouisi
ana. “ If people cared about college golf, you c o u ld .
put this in a m ovie script.
The G am ecocks have been in the TA A C for only
tw o years, yet earned the right to host the tourna
m ent. Last year, they finished seventh, and head
coach Jam es H obbs w ent into this y ear’s tourna
m ent considering a top-four finish considerable
progress.
All five JSU players finished in the top 20. Sean
R eddish and Blake Terry tied for 10th(219). G regg
M eyer w as 14th(220), and R am iro Perez tied for
19th(223).
“ It w as am azing, sim ply put,” H obbs said. “O ur
guys w ould not give in. They ju st w ould not five
in.
“ If you look at o ur success, it all com es dow n to
our five players. O ur five w ere better than anybody
elses’s five.”
O f course, local know ledge helped, too. The
G am ecocks becam e the first hom e-course team
since H ouston Baptist in 1988 to win the TA A C .

T

(Above):Greg Meyer uses a
five-iron hitting the green.
(Top Right): Juan Caceres
prepares to swing.
(Bottom Right): Sean Red
dish lines up, as he readies
to drive toward the green.

N ever let it be said that H obbs w elches
on his g o lf bets. Even if it pains him.
T hree days before the tournam ent, he
told the G am ecocks if they w on the TA A C ,
h e 's shave the m ustache he c a n 't rem em 
b er ever being w ithout.
The players w ere ready to take paym ent
im m ediately. They stood on the verandah
o f the Silver Lakes clubhouse for team
pictures, holding a sm all bottle o f lotion
and a razor..
H obbs still had his upper lip covered
w hen the team left the g o lf course.
“ It’s gonna com e off, I guess,” H obbs
conceded. “ I qualified the bet by not
giving a date w hen it could com e off, and I
d id n 't say how m uch had to com e off. but
if I said it, I guess I'v e got to do it. If you
m ake a bet like that, y o u ’ve got to live up
to it.”

Ed Hill/JSU
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GOLF

T he

L ady

G amecocks

he Jacksonville State women’s golf
team concluded its season with an
eight place finish in the 1997 Trans
America Athletic Conference Tourna
ment.
JSU shot a third round total of 328, to
finish 86 shots behind TAAC champion
Campbell, which finished with a 933 total.
The Lady Gamecocks were led by sopho
more Vicki Hanks, who shot a 245 total.
Freshman Marie Mattfolk helped the cause
with a 252. Sophomore Courtney Brosang
shot 264, with freshmen Jami Eckle and
Missy White shooting 265.
The tournament was hosted by Stetson
University at the Pelican Bay North Golf
Course in Daytona Beach, Florida.

T

(L eft): C o ach H obbs, w ith m ustache still in place,
k eeps up w ith the score at S ilv er L akes G o lf C ourse.
(B elo w L eft): Jam i E ckle picks w hich club she w ill use
on h e r n ext shot.
(B elow R ight): E rin E lias tees o ff at 'S ilv e r L akes G o lf
C ourse.
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TAKE ME OUT TO TH E BALL PARK

S olid P itching

and
Baiting Power
Make

JSU
A Force to be
Reckoned
With on The
Field

Steve Wolfe/Mimosa

(A b o v e ):
J .R .
Allen shows why
he's one of the
top hurlers on the
Gamecock pitching
staff.
( B e l o w ):
Roby
Brooks
takes a
swing showing his
power and ability
to hit.
Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

RECORD
WON - 39
LOST - 13
TAAC(15- 6)

Trans America Athletic Conference

( L e f t ) :R i c k y
Collins plays not
only first base,
but pitches as well.
(Below):Clarence
"Pop" Protho his
power hitting.
Steve Wolfe/Mimosa

JSU
6
10
9
7
17
2
2
16
10
13
12
15
24
11
8
3
15
4
6
5
15
7
9
6
7
9
4
18
6
8
4
5
7
2
6
2
9
5
6
12
9
12
3
9
12
13
6
8
9
5
13
5

opp.
W. Carolina
W. Carolina
W. Carolina
Alabama St.
Alabama St.
South Alabama
South Alabama
Tenn. Tech.
Tenn. Martin
Tenn. Martin
Georgia Tech.
Central Michigan
Xavier
Central Michigan
Duquesne
Duquesne
Duquesne
Duquesne
Vanderbilt
Tenn. Martin
Faulkner
UAB
Austin Peay
Samford*
Samford*
Samford*
Georgia Southern
Georgia Southern
UAB
Samford*
Samford*
Samford*
Troy State
S.E. Louisiana*
S.E. Louisiana*
S.E. Louisiana*
Tennessee Tech
Georgia St.
Centenary*
Centenary*
Centenary*
UAB
Troy St.
S.E.Louisiana*
S.E.Louisiana*
S.E.Louisiana*
Centenary*
Centenary*
Centenary*
Central Florida**
Central Florida**
Central Florida**

7
1
10
1
1
1
10
3
2
4
15
11
2
13
2
2
2
1
4
1
2
0
11
3
6
3
0
12
2
7
4
1
5
6
7
7
6
3
2
10
8
2
11
3
10
5
5
1
0
15
12
16

*Trans America Game
**TAAC Tournament
Steve Wolfe/Mimosa
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By Russell Lee Taylor

&

C o MPANY

F ew Q uestion
M arks Remain
W hen T he

G amecocks
Step U p T o
T he P late.
v ery y e a r b a se b a ll seaso n is
so m eth ing to be looked forw ard
to at Ja ck so n v ille S tate U niv er
sity. W heth er it’s the sm ell o f a sta
d ium d og. the crack o f a bat, o r the sight
o f that ball sailing o v er the rig h t field
fence, you know it’s baseb all season in “ G am eco ck
C o u n try .”
B aseball season seem s to roll aro u n d e a rlie r and
e a rlie r ev ery year, but that d o e sn ’t seem to b o th er
fans sh ow ing up fo r the g am es. T ailg aters park th eir
tru ck s ou tsid e the right field fence an d set up for the
gam e.
G rillin g b u rg ers and d rin kin g an o ccasion al cold
one is the fav o rite ho bb ies o f these G am eco ck fans.
T h ey set and w atch the g am e, p lay in g Q u e e n ’s
im m ortal hit “ W e W ill R ock Y o u ," trying to
intim idate the v isiting team . O h Y es! It’s baseball
season, so be ready G am eco ck Fans.
T he 1996 baseball season m ay h ave been JS U ’s
first official y ear in D ivision I, but a lot o f p eople
believe that the G am eco ck s h ave been “ D ivision I"
fo r a long tim e.
In fact you can g o back so m ew h ere b etw een 19691970 baseball season, w hen R udy A bb o tt accepted
the head baseb all co ach in g p o sition at his alm a
m ater as a fill-in to an ailin g R ay W edg ew orth, that
Jax baseball becam e ** D -1.”
T o say in the 27 years since his tem p o rary ap p o in t
m ent that A bbott has d ev elo p ed o n e o f the m ost
o u tstan d in g co lleg iate p ro g ram s in the co un try ...o n
any level, w ould be a g ro ss u n derstatem ent. P ro fes
sional scouts an nu ally flock to JS U baseball gam es
to see w hat A bb o tt has d eveloped. In the past

E

q u arter-o f-a-cen tu ry , alm o st 7 0 o f
his p lay ers have g o ne on to the p ro
fession al ranks.
W ith fo u r sen io r in field ers retu rn 
ing, his to p three pitch ers from a sta ff
that w ent 3 3 -18 a y ear ago, a solid,
y oung o u tfie ld e r and a to p-no tch re 
cru itin g class, you w ould h ave to
b elieve that R udy A bbott w ould be
o p tim istic ab ou t his te a m 's ch ances
fo r the 1997 season.
If all th in g s go w ell A bb o tt w ill
reg ister ca re e r victo ry N o. 9 0 0 d u r
ing the 1997 season. A nd things
u su ally g o w ell fo r C o ach R udy
A bbott. “ T h is team has a ch ance to
be o n e o f the b etter sq u ads w e ’ve
h ad ,” said A bbott at the begin n in g o f
the season. “ A nd I u su ally d o n ’t do
m uch p red ictin g befo re the season,
but if w e h ave som e p eople step up
like I know they are cap ab le o f and
fill a co up le o f q u estio n ab le areas,
w e ’11 have a ch ance to d o som ething.
L ike any go od baseball team , the
starting p itching m ust be so lid, and
in ju n io rs B ryan W illiam so n a n d J.R .
A lle n , th e G a m e c o c k s h a v e th e
n u c le u s o f an o u ts ta n d in g sta ff.

Russell Lee Taylor/Mimosa

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa
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A Western Carolina batter closes
his eyes in defeat, as the
reality sets in that J.R.
Allen(16) has struck him out.

W illiam so n (5-9, 160. Jr.) cam e o u t o f
no w h ere last season to post a 7-3 record
and a 2.3 6 E R A , w hich w as seco n d best
in the T rans A m erica A thletic C o n fe r
en ce and 18th n atio n ally . A llen (6-1,
185, Jr.), p o sted eigh t w ins an d struck
ou t a team -hig h 98 batters to g o along
w ith his 3.79 ER A .
But the talen t d o e s n 't sto p there. If
an yth ing . A bbott feels like he has m ore
d ep th in the pitch ing rotation than he
did a season ago. A p air o f lefth and ers,
B lain D ou g lass(6-4 , 218, Jr.), and L ee
H inkson (6-0. 175, jr.) are co m in g o ff

in pressiv e fall d rills. A bb o tt has been w aitin g on D ou g lass
to m ake his m ov e fo r several y ears, an d now it ap pears h e ’s
ready to take the n ext step. H inkson w as a top-no tch hu rler
from a to p-no tch ju n io r co lleg e p ro g am at S outhern U nion,
an d his p resen ce should add stability to the staff.
F reshm an rig h th an d er Jaso n N un n (6 -4. 205) b rings plenty
o f cred en tials an d even m ore ab ility, he w ill team w ith
A uburn tran sfer R icky C o llin s(6 -2 , 215, S r.), the top ju n io r
co lleg e p itch er in the state in 1995 at S outhern U nion, and
ju n io r C raig M cG illivray (6 -2 ,2 1 0 , Jr.) to b o lster the pitching
staff.
O th e r p itc h in g p ro sp e c ts in c lu d e ju n io rs C y p re ss
H aw th o rne(6 -5, 180), M att H arp er(6-3 , 205), and D avid
B ryant (5-8. 160), an d so p h om o res D onal S train (6-1, 205),
an d D rue S now (6 -3, 180).
P erhaps the area th at retu rn s the g reatest strength is the
in field po sitio n s. A lth o u gh only slick-field in g sh o rt-stop
B ert H iggins retu rn s at his orig in al po sitio n , sen iors R oby
B rooks and M ike G a rn e r are q u ality , ex perien ced p erfo rm 
ers. L ast y e a r's startin g third b asem an , B rooks (5-8, 175) is
fillin g in as the startin g seco n d b asem an this season.
“ W e feel w e ’ve go t the fin est d efen siv e in field w e 'v e had
in a long tim e, m aybe ev er.” said A bbott.
A dd a very versatile S cott G reen (6 -0 , 180, Jr.), w ho can
play eith e r seco n d, short, or third, into the m ix and y o u ’ve got
a so lid infield nucleus.
T he sam e can n o t be said ab ou t the o u tfield , h ow ever. O nly
one ex perien ced p lay er retu rn s-sop h o m o re D ean F riery (6-1,
175), an d even he w ill be p lay in g a new po sitio n , m oving
from left to right field. H ard -h ittin g ju n io r co lleg e tran sfer
C laren ce “ P op" P ro tho (6-0, 22 5) w ill play left, and N unn,
w hen h e 's not on the m ound, w ill patrol ce n te r field. S enio r
M elvin S pring s(5 -8 , 170) w ill be in the m ix som ew here.
“ M elvin S pring s had the best fall o f any p lay er on o u r
sq u ad," said A bbott. “ If he c a n ’t w in a jo b in the o u tfield ,
w e 'll find so m ew h ere else fo r him to play ,” said A bbott at the
b egin n in g o f the season.

(Right): Bert Higgins a senior
shortstop from Talladega makes
it safely back to first, while
trying to steal second against
the Auburn Tigers.

(Opposite Page, Top) : Rudy Abbott
in his 27th season at the
Gamecock helm, discusses a call
with the empires during a game
versus South Alabama.

(Opposite Page, Bottom): Mike
Parris, "The Official Voice" of
Gamecock Sports, does play by
play announcing at the Game
cocks home opener against West
ern Carolina.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa
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he phone rang in the hom e o f the old coach
and he recognized the num ber on his caller
I.D . box im m ediately. “T hink you can com e
pitch against m e Friday?” the old coach asked in that
oft-im itated shrill voice and laughing that fam ous
laugh.
The old coach w as Jacksonville S tate’s Rudy Abbott,
about to m ake history by w inning his 900th gam e. The
caller w as Joey Sim s, a
“The w hole thing native o f G loencoe and
form er JSU graduate as
just went up in sistant coach w ho w as
flames, singed his p itc h in g fo r S a m fo rd
w hen A b b o tt w on his
hair and his eye 500th gam e.
“ A nd th at's all people
b ro w s .
We
w
ant
to talk about," Sim s
thought w e'd lost
sa id , la u g h in g a t th e
him that day.”
m em ory. “ N obody re
m em bers I beat Jackson
ville tw o o r three tim es
Mike Galloway that year.”
Sim s w as ju st one o f
several fo rm er athletes
w ho played for, o r against. A bbott and w ere on hand to
see the w inningest coach in any sport in A labam a reach
yet another m ilestone w ith an 8-7, 11-inning victory
over Sam ford.
A nd, as alw ays seem s to be the case, everybody had
a story about Rudy A b b o tt. O r tw o. O r three.
A bbott has w on back-to-back D ivision II national
titles en route to his 90 0 career wins.
But ask one o f the co ach ’s players to talk about the
m an w hose only goal in life at one tim e w as to becom e
the m anaging editor o f a new spaper, and be prepared
to sit back and listen a while.
“ T here w as that tim e he poured gasoline on the

T
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Coach Rudy Abbott keeps on top of
things as "The Gamecocks' give him
his 900th win in a thrilling 8-7,
11 inning win over Samford.

infield, to try and dry the grass." recalled Larry
Foster, now the baseball coach at Etow ah High
School.
“ He bought one o f those big gas trucks that you
see at filling stations. C oach A bbott got the hose out
and ju st drenched the infield w ith gas. Then he
struck a m atch and lit the grass."
T hen M ike G allow ay, a form er JSU pitcher and
A bbot’s successor as the school’s sports inform a
tion director, picked up the story.
“ He w as standing on second base w hen he lit the
grass and he had no place to fo," G allow ay said. “
T he w hole thing ju st w ent up in flam es, singed his
hair and his eyebrow s. W e thought w e’d lost him
that day."
It’s a good thing A bbott survived. Jacksonville

Ed Hill/JSU

State athletics w ould never have been the sam e
w ithout him.
“ It d o esn ’t m atter w ho it is. If I m eet som eope
w ho used to play baseball at JSU , that' s a friend o f
m ine, even if I d o n ’t know him .” G allow ay said.
“ T h at’s because o f C oach A bbott."
C raig Edge, a m em ber o f the team that w on
A b b o tt’s 1 00th g a m e , p la y e d u n d e r R ay
W edgew orth and w as on A bbott’s first team , that
finished 19-11.
“ He w as so different from C oach W edgew orth,"
Edge rem em bered. “ He w as a fiery, get-afterthem type coach, nothing like I’d ever seen before.
I’ll say this: I never thought I’d be standing here
after C oach A bbott w on his 900th gam e. But it’s
a big thrill."
A bbott m ay have aged since that 100th w in, but
he h asn ’t lost his love for the gam e that has m ade
him a legend o r his zest fo r life that has m ade
him ev e ry b o d y ’s friend.

(Below) Abbott goes to the mound to talk with J.R. Allen. After
p i t c h i n g 9 innings, Samford
had tied the game.
Coach Abbott then called freshman Jason Nunn to
pull off the win in Abbott's 900th career victory.

R udy A bb o tt k n ow s one
sp eed an d th a t’s full sp eed
ahead.
W hen S im s becam e a g ra d u 
ate assistan t u n der A bbott, the
tw o o f them trav eled to A t
lanta to ch eck on a a hot p itc h 
ing prospect.
A bbott, th ough, had g o tten
his d irectio n s m ixed up: in
stead o f “ 2 8 5 ,” the c o a ch
thought it w as “ to 8 5 .”
“ S o w e see th is sign on I-85
that reads, ‘ G reen v ille, S .C .,
8 4 m ile s’." s i m s said. “ C o ach
A bbott tu rn s to m e and says, ‘
Jo ey , I think w e ’re headin g in
the w rong d irection.
By the tim e A bb o tt and S im s
reach ed the high school, the
pitch ing p ro sp ect w as already
finished. H is high school coach
told A bbott w hat the kid had
d o ne in the gam e.
“ T ell h im w e ’ll g ive him a
free rid e ,” A b b o tt to ld the
co ach , then tu rn ed to S im s.
“ L e t’s g o ."

Abbott and Company celebrate his 900th win along with family and
friends, with a victory cake after the game.

Reprinted with permission of
Scott Stansell, former Sports
Editor of the Chanticleer,
and G a d s d e n Times.
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FUNDAMENTALLY S O U N D

JSU
SWEEPS SERIES,

3 -0 ,

AGAINST
RIVAL

S am ford
IN OPENING

TAAC

PLAY

B y P h il l ip T u t o r
e d id n 't ex pect a series sw eep against
S am ford. T w o w ins w ou ld have
been m ore than nice. H e w ould have
settled fo r ju st one w in.
But th ree? R udy A bbott n ev er thought
Ja c k so n v ille S tate w ou ld k ick o ff T ran s
A m erica A thletic C o n feren ce play that w ay.
N ot on the road not afte r its recen t tiring 18h o u r trip to A ustin P eay.
N ot in his w ild est dream s.
“ He d id n 't th ink w e w ere g o in g to co m e in
here and sw eep ,” G am eco ck c atch er W es
B rooks claim ed after JS U co m p leted its threeg a m e sw e e p S a tu rd a y , M a rc h 2 2 n d at
su n d ren ched S am fo rd F ield. “ H e w as ju st
ho pin g to g et o n e o r tw o. B ut I
g u ess w e p ro v ed him w ro n g.”
W ith e m p h asis, even.
W hat h app en ed S aturday m ay
have indeed sh o cked A bbott. But
the d a y ’s ev en ts - a p a ir o f v icto 
ries, 7 -6 and 9-3 - n evertheless

H

Russell Lee Taylor/Mimosa

(Above Right):Clarence
Prothro, from Bowdon,
GA, batted 3 for 6 in
the opening doubleheader against Samford
to help earn the Game
cocks a three game sweep
of the Bulldogs.

(Right):Lee Hinkson of
Montreal, Canada, de
spite lacking control
of his trademark changeup, relied on his split
finger fast and the JSU
defense to help improve
his record to 6-1.
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J.R. Allen, despite having
to close the first game out
of the double-header earn
ing his second save on the
season, won the second game
handily,
improving his
record to 6-0 on the season.

gave the G am eco cks nearly ev ery thin g th eir
co ach co uld w ant early in the co nferen ce se a 
son.
T hey g ave JS U (2 0 -6 .3 -0 ) a good start in the
T A A C ’s W estern D ivisio n , w hich the G am e
co cks w on a y e a r ago.
T hey stren g then ed JS U ’s stran g leho ld on the
S am ford B ulldogs, from w hich it has sw ept tw o
straight series, w on th ree straight and leads alltim e 19-2.
A nd they m oved the 5 6 -y ear old A b b o tt’s
career victo ry total to 896. ju st fo u r shy o f yet
an oth er m ilestone.
S o h e ’ll take it. E ven if he d id n ’t ex pect it.
“ It’s hard to do. Im p ossib le to d o ,” A bbott
aid. “ It’s alm ost im p o ssib le to w in three

“ L ast w eek, R oby B rooks an d M ik e
G arn er and M e lv in S pring s w ere ho t,”
A bb o tt said. “T h e w eek before that,
m ost ev ery b od y w as hot. Y o u ’re n ev er
g o in g to have ev ery o ne hot. but Y o u ’ve
g ot to have three g u y s hot an ytim e you
p lay .”
B efo re th e S am fo rd series, W es
B rooks o w n ed ju s t a .247 av erag e and
had struck out 18 tim es. O nly o n e o th e r
G am ecock - P rotho, w ith 21 - had fanned
m ore often.
B ut tw o d ays in B irm ingham seem ed
to w ork w on d ers for B rooks, w ho ad 
m itted that his slu m p had cau sed him to
h av e a hom e-ru n sw in g on ev ery pitch.
W ith, o f co u rse, less-th an -d esired re 
sults.
T h en cam e th re e g am es a g a in st
S am ford.
“ E v ery th in g ju st lo ok ed like a beach
ball up th ere," he said. “ It looked great.
E very pitch I sw ung at, I hit hard. I
w a sn ’t fo o led at a ll.”
N eith er w as JS U left-h an d er L ee
H inkson (6-1), w ho survived S a tu rd a y ' s
o p en er d esp ite lacking control o f his
trad em ark ch an g e-u p and having to rely
on his sp lit-fin g er fastball and the JSU
defense.
H e d id have tw o bad innings: T he
seco n d, w hen S am fo rd sco red th ree
tim es on tw o d o ub les, and the sixth,
w hen the B u lld o g s tallied tw ice m ore
on a h o m er by ca tch e r Jim M organ.
B ut he su rv iv ed. A nd the victory
co u n ted ju st the sam e.
“ I d id n ’t th ink I p itch ed th at g o o d ,”
Russell Lee Taylor/Mimosa
said H inkson, w h o 's w on fo u r straight
(co n ference) g am es in a row , even at h o m e.”
d ecisio n s. “ M y ch an g e-u p has got to be w orking for
T he h ero ? T h ere w ere m any, th ou g h none m e to be effe c tiv e .”
m ore im p o rtan t than W es B rooks, w ho 3 fo r 3
A s fo r the seco n d gam e starter J.R . A llen (6 -0),
w ith fo u r runs and tw o hom e runs in the second the day w a sn ’t as stressful - th ou g h he d id h ave to
gam e. H is 16 total b ases b roke a 16-year old close the first gam e victory fo r H inkson. earn in g his
school reco rd set by T o m m y C aso n against T roy second save.
S tate in 1971.
S ure, he trailed 1-0 afte r o n e innin g o f gam e tw o,
In the d o ub le-h eader. B rooks w as 4 fo r 6 w ith but his team m ates q u ick ly erased that and allow ed
five runs and five R B I’s; R icky C o llin s w as 3 for him to settle do w n . H is only sw eaty m om ent cam e
6 w ith tw o runs and three R B I’s; C laren ce in the seco n d, w hen S am fo rd - on a w alk, a hit and
P rothro w as 3 fo r 6 w ith fo u r runs and B ert a hit batsm an - loaded the b ases w ith one out.
H iggins - d esp ite his g ro in injury - w as 3 fo r 6
T hen, th ough. A llen co axed B ulldog C orey M ar
w ith three R B I’s.
tin to g ro u nd softly up the m id d le, w hich in field er
O h, and the p o w er surge: In the th ree-g am e R oby B rooks scooped up. step ped on the second
series, Jax S tate reco rd ed seven hom e runs, in base bag an d threw on for the key do ub le play.
clu d in g th ree in S a tu rd a y ’s second gam e.
T h e B u lld o g s n ev er th reaten ed again.
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ORGANIZATIONS
A CAPPELLA
S ODA
SOCIETY OF
PROFESSIONAL
JOURNALISTS
SOUTHERNERS
PEER COUNSELORS
CHANTICLEER
92J
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s the premier choral organization at JSU. the A Cappella Choir’s objective is the artistic performance of choral
literature. Students are selected by audition each fall. Dr. Joel Knapp is the A Cappella Choir director. Member
ship has grown from 34 to 94 in the four years he has been with the choir. Dr. Knapp attributes this growth to the
choir class time change. The time has changed from 3:00 p.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Monday. Wednesday, and Friday. Dr.
Knapp thinks students just do not want to be in class on a Friday afternoon. The A Cappella Choir keeps a full calendar of
performances and activities. One of the most significant events this season is the AMEA State Convention at Auburn
University on January 10th. The choir was chosen by applications to attend and perform at this event. Other special events
include the Christmas Concert on December 7th and the Valentine's Day Concert on February 9th and 10th. The
Valentine’s Day Concert is so greatly attended that it has to have two nights. The choir also travels. Last May 30 singers
toured four countries in Europe performing five times. One of the highlights was the choir’s participation in a Catholic
mass at ST. Mark’s Cathedral in Venice. “The European audiences were very appreciative, it was absolutely overwhelm
ing,” says Dr. Knapp about the tour. As a result of its huge success, the choir will tour Europe again in June.

A

Dana Williams

Chris Barker works hard on
the choirs newest song.

178 A Cappella Choir

Ed Hill/JSU

Dr. Knapp warms up with the
choir before class starts.
Ed H i l l / J S U

Ed Hill/JSU

These students show that prac
tice really does pay off!

These A Cappella members
show the concentration it
takes to perform.
Ed H i l l / J S U
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NEW YORK,
DIXIE
COMES TO
THE BIG APPLE

f you w ere w atching the M acy ’s T h an k sg iv in g D ay P arade

sto p ped the S ou th ern ers b roke into g ro u ps an d p layed S outhern “d ittie s’

N ov em ber 28, you m ay have seen som e fam iliar faces. T he JS U

for the sp ectato rs. A lot o f p ractice hours w ere pu t in fo r th e trip. O ne

M arching S o u th ern ers perform ed in the annual p arade in N ew

o f the side effects o f all the p ractice w as the stress. "T he M arching

I

Y ork. T he S ou th ern ers w ere o n e out o f tw elv e bands ch osen n ationally

S ou th ern ers p erform ed w ell un der p ressure, it all just sort o f click ed in,”

to perform in the parade. B an d D irector, K en B odiford said selection w as

said B odiford. In the b eg in n in g , B odiford ad m itted co st w as a m ajor

based on video an d au d io taped au dition s and resum e o f the bands past

issue. T h e trip w as $ 8 5,00 0 d o llars. T h e m oney w as raised by vario us

perform an ces. B o d ifo rd w as n otified last y e a r ju st before spring co m 

fund raisers an d d o nation s. W ith 305 m em bers the M arching S o u th ern 

m en cem en t. He an no u n ced the g o od new at co m m encem ent. A s for the

ers are th e largest co lleg e band in A labam a. T h e S ou th ern ers w ere the

trip, the M arch in g S ou th ern ers left N o v em b er 26 at noon an d trav eled 19

only b and from A lab am a ch osen to perform in the M a c y 's P arade. “ W e

hours, by bus to N ew Y ork. T h e ir official rehearsal w as at 3 am on

ju st hope w e m ade the co m m un ity and JS U p ro u d .” B odiford said w hen

N ov em ber 28. an d th eir p erform an ce started at 8 am the sam e m orning.

asked to sum it up. 1996 w as the M arching S ou th ern ers 4 0 th y ear

T he S ou th ern ers p lay ed B arb ara S treisan d ’s. "D o n ’t R ain on M y P arad e.”

an niv ersary . M r. B o d ifo rd , the fourth d irector, an ticip ates stay in g a

B odiford picked this p iece from a long list b ecau se he th ou g h t it w ould be

w hile.

m ost ap p ro p riate and b est p erform ed by the group. W hile the parade w as

Dana Williams

180 M arch in g Southerners
E d

H ill/J S U

Ed Hi11/JSU

Ed Hi11/JSU

Ed Hill/JSU
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Society of Pro
fessional Jour
nalists: Row 1Rachel Watkins,
Cathy Higgins,
Joshua Newton,
Robert Ray,Mai
Martinzez,Vance
Fleming,Becky
Matanic. Row 2Hose Hosier,Donna
Huff,Jeanie Ford,
Dr. Robyn Eoff,
Scott Akins.
Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Jamie Cole talks with a
m e m b e r of SPJ after the
meeting.
Jamie Cole was just one
of the many speakers SPJ
had at their meetings
this year.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

182 Society of Professional Journalists

SPJMEETING
WITH GUEST SPEAKER

JAMIE COLE

SPJ

SOCIETY OF
PROFESSIONAL
JOURNALISTS

WEB MASTER

JANUARY 27TH
6 0 0 PM
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he Society o f Professional Journalists is a na

Ethics to follow, which up until this year, has remained the same

tional organization formed to promote high

since 1987. After about four years o f discussion a new code was

ethical standards in professional journalism , as

adopted after final approval in September. It includes four main

T

well as to protect the First Am endm ent freedom o f press.

ideas: seek truth and report, minim ize harm, act independently,

In its tenth year o f existence, this year, the SPJ continued

and be accountable. SPJ officers are President-Robert Ray; Vice

its active involvem ent with W LJS-92J and the Chanti

President-Lantz Croft; Secretary-M ai M artinez; Treasurer-Vance

cleer. SPJ has also encouraged the futures o f young

Fleming; and Advisor-Dr. Robyn Eoff.

journalists by helping a local high school with starting a

Dana Williams

newspaper. The Society has won outstanding student
chapter in the southeast three times and hopes to con
tinue this tradition o f excellence by hosting a Freedom o f
Information Panel in March. SPJ has its own Code o f

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Becky Matanic and Mai Maratinez take
time to pose for a quick picture
before the meeting starts.

Organizations 183

Lighting the Pathways to Success

ed S hirts, khaki sh o rts, clip b o ard s, shiny nam e ta g s, an d big

P eer C o u n selo rs to w ork as a team . T he P eer C o u n selo rs d o m any o th e r

sm iles are all th in g s you can find at any tim e on a JS U p eer

th in g s to learn team build ing sk ills such as g oing on a w eeken d retreat

c o u n selo r. E very su m m er a trem end o u s am ount o f w ork is

to g eth er and particip atin g in the Y M C A ropes co urse. T he P eer C o u n se

R

lorsT do
put into plan n ing the o rien tatio n session s fo r new in com ing students.
he all th ese th in g s to m ake o rien tatio n a success.

P eer C o u nselo rs play a large part in the en ro llm en t at JS U . T h e P eer

T he P eer C o u n se lo rs, h o w ev er, co uld not m ake o rien tatio n such a

C o u n selin g team co nsist o f tw en ty stu d en ts w ho are ch osen in the spring

su ccess w ith o u t the faculty m entors. T he facu lty m entors are tw enty

b ased on the stu d en t’s G P A . cam p u s in vo lv em en t, and reco m m en datio ns

faculty m em bers ch osen to serve as ad v iso rs for the stu d en ts w ho attend

from faculty m em bers. T he P eer C o u nselo rs are highly respected

orien tatio n. B eing a P eer C o u n selo r is a y ear-ro u n d jo b . P eer C o u n selo rs

stu d en ts w ho are ch osen to rep resent JS U th erefo re, careful screen in g is

can also be found at each v isitation day and at p a re n t's d ay. T he P eer

put into the p ro cess o f ch oo sin g P eer C o u nselo rs.

C o u n selo rs also co ntin ue th ro ug h tou t the y e a r to be a so u rce o f help to

T he tw enty stu d en ts are train ed in a class that each P eer
C o u n se lo r is req u ired to take in the S pring sem ester. D uring th is class,
the stu d en ts d ecid e on a them e, plan the p arty, and plan the sk its for

any stu d en ts w ho m ay need them . In the en d each P eer C o u n selo r leaves
w ith n ineteen o f the best friend s they co uld e v e r ask for. B EEP! B EEP!
April Hubbard

o rien tatio n. D uring th is class tim e, the m ost im portant thing the P eer
C o u n selo rs d o is to gel to know one an other. It is very im p ortant fo r the

Ed Hill/JSU

184 Peer Counselors

The Peer Counselors
receive last minute
instructions before the
YMCA ropes course be
gins .

Angel Naravez shows his
enthusiasm about being
a Peer Counselor.

Dr. Alice Cusimano/JSU

Dr. Alice Cusimano/JSU

Dr. Alice Cusimano/JSU

Peer Counselors really do know
how to have fun!

The Peer Counselors got
to know each other and
bond on their Winter
Retreat.

Dr. Alice Cusimano/JSU
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SPREADING THE NEWS

he C h anticleer, the student n ew sp ap er at JS U . is pro d uced en tirely by stu d en ts o f JS U . E stab lished in 1934, the orig in al nam e w as

T

“T he T eaco la,” w hich sto o d fo r T each ers C o lleg e o f A labam a. Y ears later w hen Jack so n ville ch ang ed to a U niv ersity , the nam e
ch ang ed to “T he C o lleg ian .” In 1966 the p ap er becam e "T h e C h an ticleer", w hich cam e from the ro o ster in the fam o us “C an terb ury

T a le s.” S to ries in T h e C h an ticleer c o v e r ev en ts ab ou t cam p u s life as w ell as ev en ts o ff cam p u s. “ B asically , T he C h an ticleer co vers an yth ing w e think
is o f in terest to the stu d en ts,” says Joe L an g ston , ad v iso r o f the paper. T he C h an ticleer has new s, sports, an d features. It also has special sections
such as an no u n cem en ts, cam p u s crim e d o ck ets, o rg an ization al new s, and student view p o in ts. T w o o f the m ost p o p u lar section s are the L etters to the
E d ito r and Issue o f the W eek. B eing a m em b er o f the C o lleg e P ress allo w s T h e C h an ticleer to c o v e r national new s as w ell as local. A lth o u gh T he
C h an ticleer is p ro d uced by a sta ff o f stu d en ts, the e d ito r in c h ie f has the final d ecisio n on the co nten t. F un d ing fo r the C h an ticleer co m es from both
Dana Williams

a d v ertisem en ts and U niversity appro priatio ns.

The Chanticleer Staff: Row
1-Jeana Miller,Becky
Matanic,Rachel Riddell,
Rachel Watkins. Row 2Katrina Oliver Thomas, Mai
Martinez,Jennie Ford,Hope
Sims,Scott Hopkin,Bill King.
Row 3-Phillip Attinger,Janna
Waller,Chris Colvard. Not
pictured-Ben Cunningham.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

186 The Chanticleer

Becky and Mai discuss the up
coming news stories that are to
appear in the next newspaper.

Steven

Wolfe/Mimosa

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Mai Martinez has a
smile on her face as
she discusses news
paper business on the
phone.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Chris listens to some
mood music to help him
write his stories.
Steven

Wolfe/Mimosa
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Gamecock
Hostesses
A rewarding experience

n yone w ho atten d s a hom e football gam e here at JS U w ill see a g ro u p o f ladies d ressed in the trad itio n al red and w hite
A

sitting to g eth er in one section. T h ese ladies are know n as the G am eco ck H ostesses, and they co n trib u te to the pro sp erity

f the football p rogram . T h e h o stesses m ake th eir prim ary goal to pro m o te JS U . T h is g ro u p o f ladies are activ e both in

the fall and spring. In the fall they m ake signs fo r the g am es. F or the hom e g am es the h o stesses en tertain p ro sp ectiv e stu d en t ath letes w ho are

v isiting the cam p u s. W eek en d s on w hich the team p lays aw ay, the h o stesses take tim e to m ake can dy bags for the players. T he w ork o f a G am e

cock H ostess d o es not stop there. In the S pring the h o stesses g iv e cam p u s tours to the new recruits. N ew h o stesses are ch osen in the spring.

G am eco ck h o stesses req u ire a p erso n ality th at is friendly, o u tg o ing , an d p o sitive. B eing a G am eco ck H ostess is a very rew ard in g ex perien ce..
Amiee Cassell

These hostesses show the unity
that is felt throughout the
organization.

Bridgett Mathews

188 Gamecock Hostesses

Ed Hill/JSU

The Gamecock Hostesses: Row 1-Beverly Kennedy, Audrey Marshall, Kellie
Penland, Ladi Jarmon, Susan Denney, Lora Lee Joseph, Shannon Galloway,
Tamara Barron, Stephanie Payne. Row 2-Kim Marsh, Leslie Naugher, Cassie
Ashley, Bridgett Mathews, Jeanie Ford, Emily Hartman, Elisabeth Green,
Mally McCuiston, Aimee Brock.
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TheY oung R epub licans is a political o rg an izatio n at JS U w hich has been in ex isten ce for about 15 years. D r. D avis is the current

sp o n so r an d has been fo r 9 years. M eetin g s usually are held o n ce a m onth but d u ring fall, the o rg an ization m eets every T uesday

night. A ccord in g to P resident, D oug W oo d w ard , fall o f 1996 w as one o f the b u siest tim es in the history o f the Y oung R ep u b li

cans. “T h ere w as a period o f ab ou t 2 y ears w here th ere w asn ’t en ou g h in vo lv em en t to actually h ave an o rg an ization , so 1996 w as actually a rebirth

fo r u s,” said W oodw ard. W oo d w ard also said b ein g an electio n y ear h elp ed to start o v er w ith a bang. D uring the 1996 e lectio n tim e the Y oung

R epub licans p articip ated vigo ro u sly in the B ob R iley cam p aign . T h e o rg an ization , w hich accord in g to W oo d w ard , has only about 25 activ e m em bers

particip ates in activ ities on cam p u s such as V isitation D ay. A lso o f m ajo r im p o rtan ce, in the 1996 electio n perio d the Y oung R ep ub licans h elped to

hold a “ m ock electio n ” on cam p u s. W oo d w ard says he h o pes the g ro u p w ill rem ain activ e both on and o ff cam pus.
Dana Williams

190 Young Republicans
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INTERFRATERNITY COUNCIL

The Jack so n v ille S tate U niversity Interfratern ity C o u ncil is the g o vernin g body o f the fraternity system at JS U . It is co m p o sed o f tw o
m em b ers each from nine o f the n ationally reco g n ized fratern ities at Jack so n ville S tate. T h e IFC fu n ctio n s as an in stru m en t o f
co o p eratio n am o n g G reek m en. en cou rag in g unity and bro therh oo d am o n g all fraternity m en. O f prim ary co ncern to the IFC is the

pro m o tion o f a p o sitiv e ex p erien ce for all G reek m en. A s a result. JS U fratern ities place an em p h asis on individual invo lv em en t in cam p u s life. It is
no w on d er that m any cam p u s leaders at JS U are G reek. C lo se atten tion is a lso given to academ ics. F o r the fratern ity ex p erien ce to be at its best.
fraternity m en m ust be serio u s about th eir sch o larsh ip. T he p o sitiv e fratern ity ex perien ce is all ab ou t m ax im izin g the o p p o rtu n ities fo r personal
gro w th w hile m ain tain in g a balan ce betw een social life and academ ics.
Amiee Cassell

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Row 1-Eric Bourne,Dodd Bigett,Doug Woodward, Dusty Kilgore,Todd Campbell,Bill Miller.
Row 2-John Boyd, Robbie Patti,Matt Crandon,Michael Dalesandro, Chad Lee. Not PicturedSean Currie, Rodney Cole, Chris Thomas, Chris Robinson, Chris Glover,Jonathan Crosson,
John Robinson, Angel Naravez,Tyrus Tuck, Bruce McEntire.

192 Greek Councils

PANHELLENIC
COUNCIL

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Row 1-Mandy Boozer,Shannon Simpson, Brittney Bowling, Kelli Dobbs, Ammie Brock. Row 2-Melissa
Wilson, Suzy Crandon, Jessica Smith,Tawyna Gandy, Sunny McCreight, Amber Moody, Tammy Edwards,Jenny
Wissinger,Janna Wigley, Christy Allison, Kara Sayre,Kaywana Jones.

The P anh ellen ic C o u ncil is co m p o sed o f tw o d eleg ates from seven national so ro rities on cam pus. T he P anh ellen ic C o u ncil striv es to
stren g then the bonds o f friend sh ip and co op eratio n am ong the so ro rities, to m aintain high sch o lastic and social stan dard s, and to h elp
pro m o te loyalty and service to Jack so n v ille S tate. P anh ellen ic unity show s that sorority w om en are not o n ly sisters to the m em bers o f
th eir o w n so ro rity , but also sisters td every o th e r G reek w om an reg ard less o f the pin she w ears. P anh ellen ic sets up the ru les o f go vernin g rush and
tries to m ake th ese ru les as helpful as p o ssib le to the ru sh ees as each girl d ecid es w hich sorority she w ould like to jo in . T h e C o u ncil sp o n so rs a variety
o f service an d social ev en ts each year. T h e true spirit the P anh ellen ic C o u ncil can be found in the creed o f the N ational P anh ellen ic C o n feren ce, the
g o vernin g body o f the tw en ty -six national w o m e n 's fraternities.
Amiee Cassell
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ORGANIZATIONS

Sigma Alpha Iota: Rowl-Laura
Teems,Lana Garner,Stacey
Harris,Amanda Lockmiller,
Lavonda Bailey, Cherri Lee,
Heather Spradlin. Row2-Kelly
Ormond, Tammy Cabler,Lori Owens,
Lashonda Faulkner, Dee Dee
Zimmerman, Laura Prather,Gena
Inglis,Jennifer A. Johnson,
Becky Wood, Amy Morris,Sherri
Anderson, Tara Turnmire, Andrea
Cline, Bridgett Jarrell, Jennifer
G. Johnson, Catherine Mac
Naughton, Michelle Pearson,
Kellie Collins,Heather Kellum
Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

History Club: Row 1-Joe Cleere,
Jennifer Dorough,Al Suarez,
Derrick Vick, Mike Kennedy. Row
2-Dr. Phillip Koerper, Danny
Gregory, Lamar Powell,Ashley
Fuqua, Billy Thomas,Allison
Hodgins,Dr. David T. Childress.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Society for Human Resource
Management: Row 1-J.T.
Johnson,Jr.,Delicia Johnson,
Maragaret A. Pitts, Kristie Day,
Colleen Mathis. Not PicturedMelissa Reeves,Melintha Ogle,
Michelle Woody, Terri Massey,
Traci Richards, Shane James,
Rosalind Godwin, Aaron Comer,
Rusty Brand,Raymond Skinner

194 Club Pictures

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

ORGANIZATIONS

Phi Eta Sigma: Shelena
Childress, Amanda Laughlin,Amy
Wills, Casey McKnight

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Phi Alpha Theta: Row 1-Joe
Cleere, Jennifer Dorough,Al
Suarez,Derrick Vick, Mike
Kennedy. Row 2-Dr. David
Childress, Dr. Phillip Koerper

Music Educators National Con
ference: Scott Smith,Dr. Victor
Vallo,John Powell,Tony Inglis

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa
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ORGANIZATIONS

Gospel Choir: Row 1-LaResha
Cade,Jamila Graves, Katrina
Adams,Jamilah Pippen,Candice
DeRico. Row 2-Robbie Callahan,
LaShondra Hemphill, Terryson
Johnson, Brian Clervoix. Row 3LaVonda S . Willoughby,Trena
Moore, Tara Pickett,Chareda
Harris,Mikita Showers,Carol
Morris,Latoya Wise, Rickey
Curry. Row 4-Tomeika
Johnson, Candice Keller,Vincent
Mitchell,Danny Daniels, Terry
D. Curry, Nikita Sherer,Jocelyn
Watts, Ingrid DeVaughn. Row 5Erika Terry, Kendrice
Williams,Quintin Percentie,
Terrence Johnson, Willie
Ragland, Shannon Williams,
Freddie Britt,Vanessa Askew.

Zeta Sigma Nu: Row 1-Richard
Vermillion(Race Team
Manager),Travis Boles, Lana
Garner(Secretary/Treasurer),
Kyle Guess, Micheal Hobbs. Row
2-Jason W hite(2nd Vice Presi
dent/Info. Officer),Jason
Purcell,Tyler Brown, Paul
Houston, Keith LaBenne(lst Vice
President) Not Pictured-Mat
thew Crouse(President),Ethan
Baker,Matt Maloney,Matt
Anderson, Kyle York, Paige Mont
gomery.

SODA: Row 1-Steven Herston,Amy
Gilchrist, Casey Jo Williams,
Jaime Duran, Michelle Neas,
Matthew Gunnels. Row 2-Brian
Harbison, Amanda Clements, Kaimon
Norris, Abbey Drigot, Roshinda
Eason, Tanya Malthie, Kimberly
Marston. Row 3-Jennifer Brown,
Jennifer Houston, Carla Bryan,
Tammy Lawson, Carrie Willoughby,
Michael Cain, Jennifer Cake,
Candance Griffin. Not PicturedAllyson Harper.

196 Club Pictures

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

ORGANIZATIONS

Data Processing and Management
Association: Will Meeks,Carrie
Sitz, Corey Cochran, Joelle
Ariail

Computer Science Club: Row 1Tom Young, Joelle Ariail,Nicole
Basye, David Stephens. Row 2Said Belemlih, Carrie Sitz,Corey
Cochran

Sigma Tau Delta: Kelly
Liverett,Melanie Black, Tamara
Miles, Jeff Gotham, Gloria
Horton.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa
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ORGANIZATIONS

African American Association:
Latondra Lewis,Monique Moore,
Ava English, Tonya L.Taylor,
Regina Chapman, Alicia Cohill.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Faith Outreach Ministries:
Row
1-Tracey Chappell,Benita
Weston, Kimberly Collier,Tomeika
Johnson, Mikita Showers. Row 2Brian Clervoix, Tennyson
Johnson, Fred Smith,Masara
Gumiro, Quintin Percentie,
Vincent Mitchell,Emanuel
Dressie, Angela Woodward, Shannon
Williams, Vanessa Askew, Terrence
Johnson.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Student Council of Exceptional
Children: Row 1-Rebecca Smith,
Tracy Tidmore, Andrea Weems,
Jennifer Martin, Lauren
Blackstone, Angela Dye. Row 2Ms. Colley, Christy Lipham,Greg
Mason, Daphne Morris, Chris
Ormond.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa
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ORGANIZATIONS

Writer's Club: Row 1-Mary
VanSlambrouck, Laura Teems,
Jared Wright. Row 2-Judith
Mckibbin (advisor),James
Simpson,Norman Prentiss
(advisor),Rose Ledbetter,David
White.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

WLJS-92J: Steven Skelton,
Michael Amberson,David Hayes,
Robert Ray,Ryan Kruzinski,Hose
Hosier,Josh Newton,Pete
Watkins,Sam Dillion,Marcello
Olivera,Liz Campbell,Donna
Huff.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa
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Freshmen Forum members
along with other JSU
student government mem
bers took time for a
picture on the floor of
the State House.
Angel Naravez/SGA

Angel Naravez/SGA

Holly Blades ponders on a bill that has
just been presented in the legislature
while her fellow peers look on.

Sarah Crawford and Ashley Fuller
prepare to speak on one of the
many issues that can come up in a
legislative session.

Angel Naravez/SGA

200 Freshman Forum

FRESHMAN FORUM

reshman Forum is a group of elite freshmen established to promote leadership and the interests of freshmen on campus. Freshmen apply
F
or the forum during any of the orientation sessions during the summer. During the fall semester the forum has many social meetings to
help the members get to know one another. The forum is designed to allow its members to make new friends and contacts which will
enable them to become involved in campus organizations and activities. The forum was established to help freshmen and is part of the Student
Government Association and the Student Activities Council. The main activity of the forum is the YMCA Collegiate Legislature and SGA. activities
including the blood drive, parent's day, homecoming, casino night, concerts, comedy clubs, black history month, and Capstone Leadership Conference
at the University of Alabama.
Stacey Lipscomb

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

The Freshmen Forum: Row 1-Ashley Fuller,Chasity Henley,Bo Boshell,Steven Brooks. Row 2-Matthew
Smith,Dale Wilson,Jameka Nunn,Sarah Crawford,Holly Blades,Shane Thomason,Dalendra Hunter.
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GREEKS
GREEK WEEK

PANHELLINIC
COUNCIL

RUSH

GREEK TRADITIONS

A FAMILY OF
BROTHERS
AND
SISTERS

R E F L E C T IO N S

ΣN TKE AOΠ ΔX ΔZ
GREEK

WEEK

A crowd gathers to
watch the volley
ball game at the
Kappa Alpha house.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Golf was just one of the
events in this year's
Greek Week.

Basketball was another
sport that was held at
the KA house.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

204 Greeks

ΣΦE ΦM ATΩ

ZTA KA

Terry Casey,Director of Student Ac
tivities, gives instructions to the
participants of this event.

These Greeks get ready for the
popular egg toss.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

The KA's
face off
against
Sigma Phi
Epsilon in
one of the
many volley
ball games.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa
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ZΦB AΦA AKA KΣ ΣΓΡ

This sorority girl
concentrates on
catching the egg in
the egg toss.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

The pie eating contest is
definitely the most tasteful
part of the competition.

2B6 Greeks

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

KAΨΔΣ Θ ΩΨΦ AΞΔ ΦΒΣ

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

This Delta Zeta tries to hula hoop her way to a
win.

Chris Glover and one of his fellow Delta
Chi brothers attempt to do their best in
the wheelbarrow race.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa
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SIGMA

NU

igma Nu was founded January I, 1869 at the Virginia Military Institute. The Iota Lambda chapter of

S

Sigma Nu was founded in 1975 on the campus of Jacksonville State University. Since that time, the
Sigma Nu’s have been serving the school and the community surrounding it. Sigma Nu's philan

thropy this year is Children International. Also the brothers of Sigma Nu work very closely with the Red Cross in
the community. It is the goal of Sigma Nu to continue with the work they have started.
Amiee Cassell

208 Greeks

THE CREED OF SIGMA NU
BY
WALTER JAMES SEARS

TO BELIEVE IN LIFE OF LOVE; TO WIN IN THE FRESH MORNING OF OUR
YOUTH THE LOYAL LOVE OF FAITHFUL FRIENDS, WHO WILL GO WITH US UN
MOVED INTO THE DARKENING SHADOWS OF LIFE’S CLOSING DAY; AND SO TO
SEEK AND TO FIND THAT WILL ABIDE.
TO WALK IN THE WAY OF HONOR; TO EXALT THE FUNDAMENTAL VIRTUES OF
THE RACE; AND, PRIZING EVERY NOBLE IMPULSE, TO REALIZE SO DEEPLY THE
BASENESS OF DECEIT, THAT NO OBLIGATION WILL BE MORE BINDING THAN
OUR PLIGHTED WORD.
TO SERVE IN THE LIGHT OF TRUTH ; TO OPEN WIDE. LIFE’S WINDOWS TO
THE REVELATIONS OF HEAVEN AND EARTH.
TO BELIEVE IN THE LIFE OF LOVE, TO WALK IN THE WAY OF HONOR, TO
SERVE IN THE LIGHT OF TRUTH.

Sigma Nu 209

TAU
KAPPA
EPSILON
au Kappa Epsilon fraternity was established

enjoys. Our mixers offer an opportunity to interact with

in 1899 at Illinois Wesleyan University and

sororities from JSU and women from various organiza

has grown to become the world's largest

tions on campus.

T

international fraternity with over 300 chapters and

The reason you have come to college is to

colonies in the U.S. and Canada and more than 200,000

receive an education. You will learn many things while

brothers initiated into the bond.

attending JSU. Learning to live and interact with others

Tau Kappa Epsilon has only been on the

is an experience that you will value for the rest of your

campus of Jacksonville State University for two years.

life. TKE stresses academics, but at the same time, we

In those two years, they have strove to accomplish

make a conscious effort to develop well-rounded men.

many things. TKE has initiated over 40 brothers at JSU

We at the JSU TKE chapter take pride in having a

in those two years. Their philanthropy is the Special

membership of men who show strong leadership

Olympics. TKE has helped raise hundreds of dollars

activities and who are academically and socially

for this charity as well as sponsoring clothes-drives as

oriented. These qualities are what gives Tau Kappa

well as canned-food drives. Along with this, they also

Epsilon such a rich tradition.

volunteer to coach children in softball and other sports
during the Special Olympics each spring.
JSU’s TKE chapter has a wealth of social

TKE is a group of individuals committed to the
idea that friendship is the basis of true brotherhood.
Membership in TKE is a privilege and an opportunity

events throughout the year. Annual parties such as

that will be valuable throughout your your college years

Trick-or-Teke. Party at the Pad, Tiki Island, and Long

and beyond. TKE is the fraternity for life.

Island Teke are just a few of the social events that TKE
Russell Taylor

210 Tau Kappa Epsilon

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa
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n January of 1897 four women at Barnard College of Columbia University formed the sorority of Alpha
Omicron Pi. Delta Epsilon, JSU’s chapter, was founded in 1990. These sisters work very hard in their
philanthropy which is Arthritis research. They also work hard in their community service projects which

include adopting a brownie troop. The sisters of Alpha Omicron Pi can be seen in various activities around
campus. There are sisters involved in student governments, the Marching Southerners, and Peer Counselors.
Amiee Cassell

212 Greeks
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elta Chi was founded on October 13, 1890
at Cornell University in New York by eleven
law students. The Fraternity was first
formed as a Law Fraternity. In 1922, the Frater
nity went “general,” thus opening its member
ship to men in all areas of study. Delta Chi. in
1929, became the first fraternity to abolish the haz
ing practices associated with “ hell week.”
There are 123 chapters and colonies operating
throughout the United States and Canada. Distri
bution is fairly even across the continent. Delta
Chi has over 74,00 initiates.
At the time Delta Chi was conceived, men com
ing to college could begin law studies immediately
upon entry into the University. In fact, some
schools did not even require a high school diploma
as a prerequisite for entry. Many of the law schools.
Harvard being the first in 1899, began requiring
two years of liberal arts training before eligibility
for law.
Delta Chi stood out as a fraternity, not an honarary
club, but yet something special. The years during
and after World War I pressed Delta Chi into a
difficult decision. Membership had dropped as
brothers went off to fight in WWI.
Should Delta Chi become a "general fraternity?”
This question became a familiar one. after years of
heated debate at the Delta Chi conventions, and a
steady decline in membership.
Finally in 1922 at their annual meeting it was
voted on and decided to allow any male student

D

214 Greeks

enrolled in college or university where
there was a chapter of Delta Chi to be
eligible for membership in the frater
nity. And so it stood Delta Chi became
a “general fraternity” and has grown to
its present size today.
Delta Chi was founded at Jacksonville
State University on May 25, 1968. and
became the first social fraternity on the
JSU campus. It was the beginning of a
long and great tradition at Jacksonville
State University.
The brothers of Delta Chi put a strong
emphasis on individuality and a sense
of brotherhood. Delta Chi has a wealth
of social events throughout the year.
Annual parties, such as "The Indian
Party” allow brothers to interact with
each other as well as other students on
campus. Delta Chi also sponsors a
“Haunted House” every fall to allow the
more adventurous student to explore the
limits of their fear.
Greek Week is also another event Delta
Chi participates in along with the other
social organizations on campus. It tests
the bond of brotherhood and proves a lot
for every fraternity on campus.
Delta Chi also participates in commu
nity service projects, which are a prior
ity in establishing good campus and com
munity relations. Among these is Delta
Chi's philanthropy, the Special Olym
pics. Other projects include their AdoptA-Mile. helping ensure a beautiful com
munity for the city of Jacksonville and
Delta Chi also supports the American
Cancer Society.
Joining a fraternity helps establish
friendships that last a lifetime. People
come to college to receive an education
and a fraternity such as Delta Chi only
enhances a students' college life. Learn
ing to interact with others is a vital ne
cessity in today’s world and Delta Chi
promises all of these.

Russell Lee Taylor

DELTA
ZETA

I

n 1902 at Miami University in Ohio, the sorority of Delta Zeta was founded. In 1977. the Lambda Gamma
chapter was formed here at Jacksonville State. The sisters work hard in everything they do. Whether it is
working on their philanthropy, which is the speech and hearing impaired, or if they are working on their

community service project, which is Jump Rope for Heart. Delta Zeta also holds many formats and social mixers
during the year.
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Amiee Cassell

Tommy Pinkard/Pink Photo

Tommy Pinkard/Pink Photo

These Delta Zeta's show their
pyramid building ability at
one of the fall mixers.

Tommy Pinkard/Pink Photo

Two girls are definitely
better than one!

Tina Berlknap
Kelley Cantrell
Miranda Dutton
Tawnya Gandy
Jamie Hankins

Catherine Hill
Lori Howell
Shelley Knox
Jennifer Lepsi
Jaime Lowe

Bree McNeese
Jennifer Newton
Melissa Nugent
Christy Sansing
Emily Smith

Jessica Smith
Robin Smith
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SIGMA

PHI
EPSILON
November 1, 1901 at Richmond College in Virginia, the Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity was
founded. Sigma Phi Epsilon’s Alabama Theta Chapter was started here at JSU in 1989. Cystic
Fibrosis is the philanthropy for Sigma Phi Epsilon. The brothers also believe in working hard in
community service, which they do. They help the Red Cross and also work in the SHARE program at the Wessex
House Nursing Home. After the old Sigma Phi Epsilon house burned in the summer, a new one was built for the
fraternity on fraternity row. This fraternity hopes to keep the tradition going here at JSU that they have started.
Amiee Cassell
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PH
I MU
hi Mu was founded in 1852 at Wesleyan College. The Kappa Sigma chapter at JSU was started in
1970. Project HOPE is Phi Mu’s philanthropy. Community service is important to the sisters of Phi
Mu, so they help the Wessex Retirement Home. Phi Mu believes in promoting inner strength in their
women.

Amiee Cassell

(Tommy Pinkard/Pink Photo)

The sisters of Phi Mu pose for a quick picture.
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Summer Bagwell
Jennifer Ceravolo
Jaclyn Dodson
Summer Durham
Kim Kuykendall

Amber Moody
Jennifer Speight
Laura Taylor
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n 1898, at Longwood College in Virginia, nine women founded the sorority of Zeta Tau Alpha. This
sorority was formed to intensify friendship as well as conduce to the building up of a purer and nobler
womanhood in the world. JSU’s Zeta Psi chapter is very involved on campus and in the nation. On

campus, Zeta's can be seen involved in intramural sports, cheerleading, show choir, drama, and in the ballerinas.
Nationally, Zeta Tau Alpha supports their philanthropy, which is the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation.
They participate in special projects such as Race for the Cure and Adopt-a-Mile. The sisters of Zeta Tau Alpha
also take part in many social activities. They hold mixers and two formals during the year. Zeta Tau Alpha's goal
for this year is to become more recognized on a national level and to raise money for their cancer foundation.
Amiee Cassell

The Zeta's pose for a group
picture on Bid Day.
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(Tommy Pinkard/Pink Photo)

Jessica Barker
Kerrie Bentley
Ginny Conner
Amie Crow
Susan Denney

Allison Eason
Jennifer Giovanni
Amanda Laughlin
Amanda McCoy
Michelle Schenck

Amanda Witherspoon

Zeta Tau Alpha 223

A LPH A
TAU

OMEGA
he fraternity of Alpha Tau Omega was founded on September 11, 1865 at Virginia Military Institute

T

by three Civil War veterans. On March 22, 1969, the Eta Theta Chapter of Alpha Tau Omega
was started here at JSU. The brotherhood of ATO's at Jacksonville State has a unique array of

gentlemen that make up its membership. This year's philanthropy is the Leadership Institute. The brothers of
Alpha Tau Omega also participate in community service by helping the Red Cross, the Cancer Society, and
Camp ASCA.

Amiee Cassell

(Tommy Pinkard/Pink Photo)
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These ATO's enjoy the night life of JSU with a
few of their female friends.

Brian Barnett
Jeffery Borges
David Brasher
Brad Carter
Jonathan Crosson

Bobby Davis
Thomas Dover
James Echols
Mike Eichhorn
Jeremy Forbes

Chris Freeman
J .T . Greene
Curt Hendon
Michael Laros
Scott McKelvey

Paul Megowan
Chris Moseley
Bryan Neace
Jason Reaves
Les Roberts

Stephen Sims
Justin Smith
Jason West
Douglas Woodward
Kenny Wright

Jonathan Wyn
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ZETA
PHI

z

BETA
eZta Phi Beta was founded in 1920 at Howard University. The Chi Nu chapter came to JSU

1988. The sisters stress the bond of unity and friendship in their sorority. Zeta Phi Beta's

Φ
B

226 Greeks

philanthropy is Stork’s Nest and Banks.
Amiee Cassell

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Row 1-Dezzarray Smith,Ruth Rocker,Ida Romine,Angela Stevenson. Row 2-Trena
Moore,Veronica Wofford,Tonya Lewis,Tammy Jerido. Not shown-LaQuacher Kidd
and Mikita Showers.

Zeta Phi Beta 227

KAPPAALPHA
n December 21, 1865. at Washington College in Virginia a fraternity of men was created to

O

preserve the ideals of courtly gentlemen. This fraternity of men became known as Kappa Alpha.
The Delta Phi chapter of KA was founded on January 23, 1976 here at Jacksonville State. The

KA's philanthropy is Muscular Dystrophy. Kappa Alpha holds a tennis-a-thon as a way of participating in
community service. The brothers of Kappa Alpha are revered as the gentlemen of the fraternity world, and should
always be distinguished by their modem chivalric characteristics.
Amiee Cassell
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These KA's show the friendship that fraternities can
provide.
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ALPHA

KAPPA
ALPHA

230Greeks

Tijuana Campbell
Jacqueline Johnson
Tai Pentecoste

Alpha Kappa Alpha 231

ALPH A
PH I

A

ALPH A

Φ
The brothers of Alpha Phi Alpha.

A
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Corey Brazel
Ryan Frazier
James Hall

Michael Henderson
Anthony Hill
Derrick Johnson

George Lyons
Brian Robinson
Derrick Wright

Alpha Phi Alpha 233

SIGMA
GAMMA
RHO
he sorority of Sigma Gamma Rho was founded in 1922 at Butler University in Indiana. In April of

T

1992. the Mu Xi chapter was started here at JSU. The sisters of Sigma Gamma Rho work on many

projects through out the year. These include Project Reassurance. Afri-Care, UNCF. and the

National Foundation-March of Dimes. This sorority is one that is bonded by friendship, sisterhood, and strength.
Amiee Cassell

Tommy Pinkard/Pink Photo

The sisters of Sigma Gamma Rho.
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Christy Allison
Keisha Cook
Lacheresa Greene
Enja Holland
Kawana Jones

Shalandra Milhouse
Lolethia Moreland
Shannon Roper
Aleasia Ward
Tonya Wilson
(All photos by Tommy Pinkard/Pink Photo)
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appa Sigma was founded in 1869 at the University of Virginia. The JSU Lambda Gamma
Chapter was founded in 1971. The brothers of Kappa Sigma work in community service by
helping the Jacksonville Daycare. The brothers stress diversity which attracts new. young

members and makes them one of the largest and most well-known fraternity’s in the country. Intramural sports are
important to the members of Kappa Sigma, as are all other campus activities.

Amiee Cassell
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D
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THETA
elta Sigma Theta was founded in 1913 at Howard University. The founders envisioned an

D

organization of college women who believed in serious and strong community endeavor. The
Kappa Beta Chapter has adopted two miles of highway to clean. They visit the Wessex House,

have several food and clothes drives, and adopted a needy family for Thanksgiving and Christmas. Delta Sigma
Theta also holds a Mr. Debonair Pagent for males.
Delta Sigma Theta is a public service sorority that has an enormous impact in many communities. They
are committed to service programs in the area of economic development, educational development, housing and
urban development, international development, and mental health.
Delta Sigma Theta has many social activities throughout the year. They hold greek mixers, doughnut
sales, raffles and stepshows. Delta Sigma Theta's goal for this year is to take courageous magnanimous steps in
fulfilling our mission to improve the quality of life in communities worldwide.
Amiee Cassell
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April Anderson
Jamecia Calvin
Bridgett Coleman
Felicia Colquitt
Ava English

Tre Johnson
Janekia King
Latronda Lewis
Monique Moore
Barbara Pace

Chandice Potts
Tammie Ragland
Anika Weed
Angel Woods
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KAPPA
ALPH A

K

PSI
In January of 1911, two men joined with several black students to form the fraternity of Kappa Alpha

Psi at Indiana University. In 1974. the Eta Mu chapter was founded here at JSU. The brotherhood of

A

Kappa Alpha Psi is involved in two big community service projects. They help the Cancer Society.

and also hold a clothing drive for the black community. Fashioning achievements as its purpose. Kappa Alpha Psi

unites college men of culture, patriotism, and honor in a bond of fraternity.
Amiee Cassell

Ψ
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Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

he brothers of Kappa Alpha Psi: Row 1-Salik Johnson,Bruce McEntyre,Kevin Hoult,Derrick
Richardson. Row 2-Christopher Austin,James Winfrey,Demetrius Campbell.
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A

L

P

H

A

X

I

D

E

L

T

A

he sorority of Alpha Xi Delta was founded in 1893 at Lombard College in Illinois. They were
T
added to the JSU campus in 1968. Alpha Xi Delta sisters are very involved in the Panhellenic

Council and intramural sports. On the national level the sisters work with Choose Children. Alpha
Xi's are concerned with problems here in the community too. so they help the battered women's shelter. Alpha Xi
Delta’s main purpose is to help college women work toward their full potential, while making close relationships
with other college women.

Amiee Cassell

Kellilyn Johnson and fellow Alpha Xi
sister pose for a quick picture at the
Halloween party held at the TKE house.

These Alpha Xi's show off for the camera.

(Tommy Pinkard/Pink Photo)
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(Tommy Pinkard/Pink Photo
)

Leslie Bailey
Heather Bonds
Samantha Bone
Melanie Bottoms
Kristin Brodeur

Rachel Champion
Heather Church
Jennifer Esce
Elicia Gomez
Hollie Graves

Amy Kelly
Patti Maness
Sunny McCreight
Emily McDuff
Rebecca Milazzo

Becki Nelson
Erika Price
Nikki Rampley
Karen Ransom
Amy Reaves

Paula Rowan
Sabrina Russell
Rebekah Ryser
Feather Sellers
Emily Shackelton

Jennifer Smith
Laura Smith
Tracy Smith
Amy Tierney
Nicole Tierney

Angie Uithoven
Amy Uptain
Janna Wigley
Brandy Williamson
Jenny Wissinger

(All photos taken by Tommy Pinkard/Pink Photo)
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OMEGA
PSI PHI
The fraternity of Omega Psi Phi was founded at Howard University in 1911. Since being on the
campus of Jacksonville State in the fall of 1972, this brotherhood has achieved a great deal. The
Theta Eta chapter is very involved in the United Negro College Fund and the NAACP. They also
hold the annual Miss Black Culture Scholarship Pageant. The brothers of Omega Psi Phi exemplify the cardinal
principals of manhood, scholarship, and perseverance.
Amiee Cassell
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The brothers of Omega Psi Phi pose for a picture with the participants
in Miss Black Culture Pagent.
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PHI
BETA
S IG M A
hi Beta Sigma was founded on January 9, 1914 at Howard University in Washington D.C. This

P

fraternity strives to promote brotherhood to young black males. Phi Beta Sigma participates in the
National Sigma Convention each year. There philanthropy for this year is the March of Dimes. The

brothers of Phi Beta Sigma hope to be more involved in the community over the next year.
Amiee Cassell
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Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

The brothers of Phi Beta Sigma: Row 1-Daron Bothwell(Dean of Pledges),Monaleto Irby(Vice
President),Shelton DeRamus,Derick Owens,Zevon Garth,Dale Walls,Carlos Jackson,Antonio
Gordon. Row 2-Paul Kelley,Teon Knox,Shea Tarvin,Cornelious Anderson,Eurosius
Parker,Warren Blair,Bobby Kelly(Treasurer),Eddie Cole,Azril Stovall.
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JSU'S HOMECOMING
QUEEN
SPJ COMMUNITY
PROJECT WITH
LOCAL HIGH
SCHOOL
"THE DRESSER"
FRESHMEN
SOPHOMORES
JUNIORS
SENIORS
GRADUATE
STUDENTS

R E FLEC TIO N S

BEAUTY, BRAINS,
TALENT...
HOMECOMING
QUEEN

he five finalists for Homecoming Queen did not know who among them was to be selected. Above, in the stands,
students, friends, and loved ones smiled, waved, and photographed, all hopeful that their choice might be the
winner. Sheila Evans, our 1995 Homecoming Queen, stood ready to crown one of the five. The suspense finally
ended during the half-time ceremonies when the name of Niyah Simpson was announced as our Homecoming Queen for 1996.
Ms. Simpson was ecstatic once she heard her name. Ms. Evans had to hold Simpson’s shoulder to place the crown
upon her head. Afterwards, she had few words that could adequately describe her excitement. “I'm so excited...I just feel so
proud to represent Jacksonville State University in this way.” Ms. Simpson, a Birmingham native, is an Elementary Education
major and serves JSU as a peer counselor and a Residence Advisor. Wendi Lemond, R.A. for Patterson Hall and a supporter
for Simpson, expressed her enjoyment of the event. “A more deserving candidate couldn’t have won,’’she said, adding that she
believed Simpson to be a “well-rounded candidate.”
Allen Reynolds, SGA Director of Publicity, was very pleased with the increased student interest generated by this
year’s Queen until half-time festivities. It did seem to give Homecoming game extra sense of excitement that might have been
lost by introducing the Queen at the bonfire.

T

Philip Attinger and Chris Colvard

Ed Hill/JSU

The 1996 Homecoming Court: Cissy Nelson, Eve Ann Horton, Niyah Simpson, Jennifer Maddox, Amie Brock.
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WHITTON AND CLAEREN
SHINE IN
“THE DRESSER”
Whitton and Claeren, both members of JSU’s faculty, have a

ow many of you have ever been in a friendly relationship

H

where your friend doesn’t seem to return the devotion? Such a

tangible onstage chemistry that pulls you into their world. The play off

seemingly one sided friendship is portrayed in Ronald

each other so well that they appear psychic, always anticipating each

Harewood’s "The Dresser,” currently in production at the Anniston

other’s words and actions. Separately, they are well above average, but

Community Theatre. It tells the story of a dresser/personal assistant for

together, they are a wealth of talent.
Whitton portrays Norman with a sense of loyalty, not unlike a

an aged Shakespearean actor, and die friendship and heartache they share.
The setting is World War II, London, England, during the

faithful Doberman, coupled with the angst of unreturned companionship.

German bonding. A Shakespeare company led by an ailing Sir (Wayne

One can almost see the ire behind his eyes as he performs the routine of

Claeren) is trying to struggle through the season with all the bombings

dressing Sir and trying the cheer him up. It must be difficult to show two

and air raid sirens. One of the few people who try to spur him on and

emotions at once, but Whitton pulls it off well.
Claeren has the dubious honor of portraying someone who is at

help him perform that night's production of "King Lear" is his assistant
and dresser, Norman (Steve Whitton). It is Norman’s job to not only help

the end of his rope. With all that is going against Sir. an illness coupled

Sir with his make-up and costume, but also stroke Sir's ego and to calm

with a potential nervous breakdown, he shows the driving force within

him in times of duress. It isn’t a coincidence that Sir’s life mirrors that of

his character- the show must go on. at all costs. Amid the daze of the

his King Lear character in the play-within-the-play; both men are dealing

particular play being performed that night and the danger of the bombing,

with their inner demons as their life draws to an end.

Claeren show a slight nobility between bouts of perfectionism, vanity,

Even though Norman gives Sir the friendship he needs, he feels

and confusion.
Other standout performances belong to Denise Davis. Lesley

slighted when that friendship isn’t returned. A scene in the second act
shows Norman’s frustrations finally showing through. In the dedication

Gray, and Jeremy Stubbs. Davis plays Her Ladyship, the put-upon

of an autobiography Sir is writing, the faithful dogsbody Norman is not

actress/wife of Sir. She not only shows the frustrations of being married

mentioned. At this moment his disdain for the actor shows through. He

to a stubborn man but also gives Norman the friendship he thinks is

still cares for Sir, and that is what pains him above all.

missing from Sir.
Gray's portrayal of Irene towards Sir is reminiscent of a school

‘The Dresser" has comic elements, but is by no means a com
edy. Amid the chaos of war. the troupe does find time to joke around and

girl crush on a professor. Stubbs definitely steals the show whenever he is

make light of the wartime situation. The light humor that is done is to

onstage. His natural comic mannerisms play well as the bohemian like

help relieve the stress that the war has put on the theatre company and all

Oxenby.
Under the direction of Josephine Ayers. "The Dresser” presents

of England. This could be described best as a possible slice of life.
Everyone, periodically, has to release stress one way of another; one of

a bit of real life. The struggle for survival with a dash of humor thrown

the best ways is to make light of the situation, which is what both

in.

Norman and Sir do.
ChrisColvard

Photos courtesy of the ACT Theatre
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WORKING HAND IN HAND:
SPJ AND
OXFORD HIGH SCHOOL

ke society for Professional Journalists has

T

began the year with several different projects.
Two of the projects involved Oxford High

School and Disabled Student Services.
Mai Martinez. SPJ secretary, was overseeing a
project that will allow visually-impaired students to listen to
tapes of selected Chanticleer articles read by SPJ members.
The tapes are given to personnel at DSS, located in Daugette
Hall. Students using the DSS may check out the tapes and
listen to them.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Becky Matanio and
Mai Martinez go
over the list of
supplies needed
SPJ's new project.

Advisor of
SPJ,Dr. Robin
Eoff, receives
help from Joe
Langston on the
Oxford High
project.

254 SPJ/Oxford High School

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

SPJ members, Emily
Wester and Josh
Newton, discuss
the impact this
project will have
on the school.

Steven Wolfe/Mimosa

Students at Oxford High School have a video magazine in the works and SPJ members are helping with the finite details. The project
involves JSU students editing the work done by the Oxford High students. SPJ members are available to offer any advice to the young journalists:
this will also serve as a learning experience for the SPJ members.
Robert Ray. president of the SPJ. says that there are more programs the SPJ would like to see implemented this year. Within the next two to
three weeks, radio station 92J will attempt to broadcast a local news program hosted by SPJ volunteers. Faculty advisor Dr. Robyn Eoff would also
like to have on-air debates as another project. Ray says that he will have to check and see what can be done as far as 92J being a non-profit station.
Federal Communication regulations will also be looked into.
Alumni members are involved in SPJ projects. Michael Mote. JSU alumnus, CO-hosts a half-time show during the football season. Ray was.
“unsure if Mote would be able to assist with basketball season,” he added. "The games will be broadcast as usual, though.”
Fund raisers for the Legal Defense Fund will soon be under way. The Legal Defense Fund is an organization that provides services to college
press students.
Katrina Oliver-Thomas
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Internet Registration 257

o you want to find out where your favorite band is playing soon? Do you need information for a research paper, or do
D

you just want to kill some time? All of these can be done throughout the Internet. Now the Internet offers something

new. Students at JSU can now register via the internet. The office of Admissions and Records and the Computer

Science Department collaborated together to make this project happen. Testing began in the Spring 1997 semester, and will officially take effect when

students register for the May and Summer terms of 1997. Jacksonville State is one of the few colleges in the state of Alabama to have registration

through the Internet source. This system is much like the In-touch phone system. Students must see their advisor and have he or she set the code.

You must still have your student number and your four digit secret code. After all this is done, one can go into the JSU home page. The web address

for this page is http://www.jsu.edu, student access. As with the In-Touch system you may register, check your account balance, or receive your

current grades The main reason the new form of registration was started was because the growth of personal home computers is on the rise. Students

who have the internet on their home computers can simply register in the privacy of their own residence. When asked about his feelings on Internet

Registration. Dr. Jerry D. Smith. Dean of Admissions and Records, said "I think it is very exciting. This is the wave of the future." Students should

take the opportunity to catch the wave via the Internet, of course.
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PEOPLE
Rafael Abad, Fr.
Todd Abbott, Sr.
Brian Abernathy, Jr.
Cathy Ann Abernathy, Sr.

Lori Adicks, Soph.
Jamie Allen, Jr.
Alexandria Athanasakis, Soph.
Jeff Atkins, Jr.

Joel Babcock, Soph.
Rhonda Battels, Sr.
Lavonda Bailey, Sr.
Bryan Barnett, Fr.
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Lisa Ann Beck, Fr.
Stephen Bennefield, Fr.
Makia Bennett, Fr.
Misty Bethune, Sr.

Dodd Biaett, Soph.
Joshua Bingham, Soph.
Bob Bishop, Soph.
Warren Blair, Sr.

Samantha Bone, Sr.
William Blackard, Jr.
Corey Brazel, Soph.
Stephen Brooks, Fr.

Jason Brown, Sr.
Carla Bryan, Jr.
Juan Cruz Caceres, Sr.
Michael Cain, Sr.
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Jennifer Cantrell, Jr.
Claudia Cardinal, Sr.
Amiee Cassell, Jr.
Dana Chandler, Soph.

Elizabeth Chandler, Fr.
Terry Collins, Fr.
Gloria Cooley, Soph.
Selwyn Cooper, GS

Candace Cramblet, Fr.
Matt Crandon, Sr.
Jeffrey Crane, Jr.
Summer Crawford, Soph.

Dovie Creed, Fr.
Max Crouse, Fr.
Andy Curtis, Soph.
Kim Curtis, Fr.
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Victor Cypert, Sr.
Greg Datcher, Fr.
Jetundra Davis, Soph.
Stephanie Davis, Sr.

Luis Deflin, Fr.
Timothy Devlin, Soph.
Kelli Dobbs, Sr.
Jamie Duran, Fr.

Carol Edwards, GS
Kim Ethridge, Sr.
Ralph Eveling, Sr.
Demarcus Fomby, Fr.

Heather Formby, Sr.
Tammy Foster, Fr.
Ryan Frazier, Fr.
Carmen Gibbs, Soph.
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Scott Gibbs, Sr.
Muhammad Asghar Gondal, GS
Meranda Grey, Fr.
Jay Greene, Fr.

Jessica Guyton, Fr.
Lenore Hagoos, Sr.
James F. Hall, Soph.
Elaine Hallman, Jr.

Rebecca Hamrick, Fr.
Cynthia Hargreaves, Sr.
Forrest Harrington, GS
Kinberly Harrison, Soph.

Carrie Haynes, Soph.
Michael Henderson, Fr.
Diana Hensley, Sr.
Jamie Higgins, Soph.
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Enja Holland, Sr.
Jeremy Hornbuckle, Fr.
Terrance Horton, Soph.
Jennifer Houston, Sr.

Robert Howard, Jr.
April Hubbard, Sr.
Mary Beth Hunt, Sr.
Suzanne Jabaley, Sr.

John Jenkins, Sr.
Cary A. Johnson, GS
Jacqueline Johnson, Sr.
Joe Johnson, Soph.

Amy Johnston, GS
John Jones II, Sr.
Adam Joslin, Jr.
Paul Kemp, Jr.
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Daniel Kirkland, Soph.
Devin Lacy, Fr.
Stacy Laird, Jr.
Sabrina Lambert, Fr.

Michael Lawson, Soph.
Selina Lawson, Fr.
Robyn Lewis, Sr.
Kelly Liverett, Sr.

Erwin de Man, Jr.
Vulius Marshall, Fr.
Eric Martin, Soph.
Mia Martinez, Sr.

Bryan Matonek, Soph.
Marie Mattfolk, Fr.
Shasta McCain, Fr.
Suzanne McDonald, Jr.
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Heather McFall, Jr.
Julie McGatha, Jr.
Todd McGill, Fr.
Keesha McMillian, Fr.

Beverly Motes-Butler, Soph.
Corrine Montgomery, Sr.
David Moore, Sr.
Georgia Moore, GS

Toree Myers, Sr.
Christopher Nabors, Sr.
Natonya Nanette, Jr.
Joshua Newton, Sr.

Tremaine Nicklson, Soph.
Melissa Norred, Fr.
Karmon Norris, Sr.
Michelle Noyes, Fr.
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Gina Orlando, Fr.
Karen Ozley, Sr.
Joshua Padham, Sr.
Kenneth Perry, Fr.

Kimberly Perry, Fr.
Amy Peterson, Fr.
Jimmy Peterson, Fr.
Tonya Phillips, Sr.

Andrew Pisacrita, Fr.
John J. Plunkett, Jr.
Amy Ponder, Sr.
Jim Powell, Sr.

Robert Ray, Sr.
Kristi Regner, Sr.
Rachel Ridell, Sr.
Syprina Robertson, Fr.
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Will Roe, Jr.
Denard Rollins, Fr.
James Rosedahl, Fr.
April Rotenberry, Soph.

Kurt Roland, Sr.
Ryan Russell, Sr.
Dicknson Sadi, GS
Sally Scott, Soph.

Camille Scruggs, Fr.
Marla Sharp, Sr.
Tricia Shellnut, Soph.
Manot Silwal, Sr.

Kurt Sopata, Fr.
David Stafford, Fr.
Tommy Stedham, Sr.
David Stephens, Sr.
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Jenna Swafford, Sr.
Jeff Taylor, Fr.
Lisa Taylor, Jr.
Russell Taylor, Sr.

LaCrista Teague, Soph.
John Thomas, Fr.
John Triplett, Sr.
Sarah Triplett, GS

Jeremy Tucker, Fr.
Dorothy Turner, Fr.
Norman Turner, Fr.
Stacy Upton, Fr.

Bridgett Vernon, Soph.
Braxton Wade, Fr.
Samuel

Wallace, Fr.

Catherine Warren, Fr.
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Tina Warren, Soph.
Andre Watkins, Jr.
Thomas Webb, Fr.
Trisha White, Jr.

Billy Wilkinson, Sr.
Casey Jo Williams, Fr.
Jennifer Williams, Sr.
Amanda Witherspoon, Jr.

Glenda Whitmore, Sr.
James Wright III, Fr.
Steven Wolfe, Sr.
Tak-Yuk Wong, Sr.

Quenby Zeller
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A

Aaron, Wendell 142
Abbott, Coach Rudy 172, 173
Adams, Katrina 196
Akins, Scott
182
Allen, J.R. 168, 172
Allison, Christy 193,235
Amberson, Michael 199
Amos, Todd
133
Anderson, April 239
Anderson, Cornelious 247
Anderson, Matt 196
Anderson, Sherri 194
Ariail, Joelle
197
Askew, Vanessa 198
Attinger, Phillip 186
Austin, Christopher 241
Austin, Dana
145,149,150,151

B

Bagwell, Summer
221
Bailey, Lavonda 194
Bailey, Leslie
243
Baker, Ethan
196
Barker, Chris
178
Barker, Jessica 223
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Barnett, Brian 225
Basye, Nicole 197
Belemlih, Said 197
Bentley, Kerrie 223
Berlknap, Tina 217
Bigett, Dodd
192
Black, Melanie 197
Blackstone, Lauren
198
Blades, Holly 200, 201
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